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Trump: Military 
will build wall 
if Dems refuse 

By Matthew Daly 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump sought Tuesday 
to pressure Democratic congres¬ 
sional leaders into supporting his 
demand for billions of dollars to 
build his promised wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border, threaten¬ 
ing to have the military build it 
“if Democrats do not give us the 
votes to secure our Country.” 

Trump tweeted the threat hours 
before Senate Democratic Leader 
Chuck Schumer and House Dem¬ 
ocratic Leader Nancy Pelosi were 
to meet with Trump at the White 
House in an effort to avert a possi¬ 
ble partial government shutdown 
on Dec. 21, when funding for some 
agencies is scheduled to expire. 

In a series of tweets Tuesday, 
Trump said immigration and bor¬ 
der patrol agents and thousands 
of active-duty servicemembers 
he sent to the border have done 
a “FANTASTIC” job. But he said 
“A Great Wall would be, howev¬ 
er, a far easier & less expensive 
solution.” 

Trump said he looked forward 
to meeting with Schumer and Pe¬ 
losi, but claimed they don’t want 
border security for “strictly po¬ 
litical reasons.” 

“If the Democrats do not give 
us the votes to secure our Coun¬ 
try, the Military will build the 
remaining sections of the Wall. 
They know how important it is!” 
Trump said. 

SEE WALL ON PAGE 2 



Orlin Wagner/AP 


President Donald Trump said 
Democrats don’t want a wall 
along the U.S.-Mexico border 
for “strictly political reasons.” 
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A British Royal Marine readies a FUR Black Hornet drone for demonstration during Exercise Autonomous Warrior on the Salisbury 
Plain Training Area, England, on Monday. The nearly silent, pocket-sized drone transmits live video and high-definition images back to 
the operator and can fly about a mile in up to 25 minutes of flight time. 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

WILTSHIRE, England 

C hildren who grew up playing with remotely controlled toy tanks 
are now adults using real world versions in war games here on the 
Salisbury Plain Training Area near Stonehenge. 

For the past month, U.S. and British forces have been testing 
emerging robotic technologies in a try-before-you-buy exercise dubbed Au¬ 
tonomous Warrior. The fourth annual Army Warfighting Experiment is a 
collaborative effort focused on using unmanned aerial and ground vehicles 
to make troops safer and more effective on the battlefield. 

“If you work off the principle that robotics should be first into harm’s way, 
then that will start to open up opportunities where you don’t have to com¬ 
mit manpower,” said Maj. Gareth Morris, a British Army exchange officer 
serving as executive officer at the U.S. Army Maneuver Battle Lab. “It’s all 
about increasing combat power without necessarily increasing the size of 
an army.” 


This year saw land-based driverless 
technology for the first time on a robot¬ 
ic tracked vehicle named Titan Strike, 
made by the British firm Qinetiq, and 
an unmanned variant of the British 
Warrior infantry fighting vehicle. 

The driverless vehicles were among 
the 50 products selected for use in this 
year’s exercise from an initial 122 
submissions from commercial indus¬ 
try. Of those, 36 made the final cut 
for future consideration after soldiers 
from the Fort Benning, Ga.-based U.S. 
Army Experimental Force Platoon, 
or EXFOR, as well as British light in¬ 
fantry and Royal Marines, put them 
through four weeks of combat trials in 
rain, mud and snow. 

SEE TECHNOLOGY ON PAGE 5 
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Wall: Trump seeking $5B for border wall 



Rebecca Blackwell/AP 


U.S. Border Patrol agents make arrests Monday during a pro¬ 
migration protest in San Diego. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Schumer and Pelosi said Mon¬ 
day that Republicans have the 
power to keep the government 
open since they control Congress 
and the White House. 

“Our country cannot afford a 
Trump Shutdown,” they said in 
a statement, adding that Trump 
“knows full well that his wall pro¬ 
posal does not have the votes to 
pass the House and Senate and 
should not be an obstacle to a bi¬ 
partisan agreement.” 

Republican congressional lead¬ 
ers have repeatedly said it’s up to 
Trump to cut a deal with Demo¬ 
crats, an acknowledgment of their 
inability to produce spending bills 
with Republican votes alone. 

That gave Democrats momen¬ 
tum heading into the closed-door 
talks, which also could veer into 
Trump’s request for emergency 
funding for deadly wildfires in 
California and a Republican- 
sponsored bill to extend expiring 
tax breaks and delay some health 


care taxes. 

Before lawmakers adjourn for 
the year they also could consider a 
bipartisan criminal justice reform 
bill, a bill to protect special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller and a plan to 
overhaul the system for handling 
sexual harassment complaints on 
Capitol Hill. 

By far, the biggest unresolved 
issue is the border wall. Trump 
wants the next funding package 
to include at least $5 billion for 
it, an idea Democrats have flatly 
rejected. 

Pelosi and Schumer have urged 
Trump to support a bill that in¬ 
cludes a half-dozen government 
funding bills largely agreed upon 
by lawmakers, along with a sepa¬ 
rate measure that funds the De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
at current levels through Sept. 30. 
The homeland bill includes about 
$1.3 billion for fencing and other 
security measures at the border. 

If Trump rejects that, Demo¬ 
crats will likely urge a continu¬ 
ing resolution that funds all the 


remaining appropriations bills at 
current levels through Sept. 30, an 
aide said. The aide was not autho¬ 
rized to discuss strategy by name 
and requested anonymity. 

Pelosi said she and many other 
Democrats consider the wall “im¬ 
moral, ineffective and expensive” 
and noted that Trump promised 
during the 2016 campaign that 
Mexico would pay for the wall, 
an idea Mexico has repeatedly 
rejected. 

Schumer said Democrats want 
to work with Trump to avert a 
shutdown, but said money for bor¬ 
der security should not include 
the concrete wall Trump has envi¬ 
sioned. Instead, the money should 
be used for fencing and technolo¬ 
gy that experts say is appropriate, 
Schumer said. 

Vermont Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
the top Democrat on the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, said 
Trump is the only obstacle be¬ 
tween fully funding the govern¬ 
ment and a shutdown. 

“Time and again, President 


Trump has used the government of 
the American people as a bargain¬ 
ing chip for his fabricated solution 
to his manufactured crisis,” Leahy 
said Monday in a Senate speech. 

Trump “wants to score a made- 
for-reality-TV moment and he 
doesn’t care how many hardwork¬ 
ing Americans will suffer for it,” 
Leahy said. “This is not about bor¬ 
der security. This is about politics, 


pure and simple.” 

House Majority Whip Steve 
Scalise, R-La., said Democrats 
were the ones playing politics. 

If there’s a better way to secure 
the border than the $5 billion plan 
Trump has laid out, Democrats 
“need to come with an alterna¬ 
tive,” Scalise said Monday on Fox 
News Channel. 


Some US border troops returning to their home bases 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — Some ac¬ 
tive-duty troops assigned to the 
U.S.-Mexico border have com¬ 
pleted their missions, and the 
Defense Department announced 
Monday that some units have 
started sending servicemembers 
back to their home bases. 

Military engineers have re¬ 
placed all concertina wire along 
the border as part of the “border 
hardening” mission, officials at 
U.S. Army North confirmed. That 
allows certain engineering, logis¬ 


tics and headquarters elements 
to return to their home bases to 
prepare for other missions. A 
timeline for redeployment was 
not provided Monday. 

Remaining units, as well as 
troops on alert, will continue to 
assist U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection agents requirements 
along the southern border. 

Peaking at about 5,800, the 
number of active-duty service- 
members at the border is now 
about 5,200, with 2,200 in Texas, 
1,350 in Arizona and 1,650 in 
California, according to the 
Pentagon. 


The number will decrease to 
at least 3,000 by the holidays, ac¬ 
cording to The Associated Press. 
Units identified by U.S. Northern 
Command as having the capa¬ 
bilities required to continue the 
mission will remain at the bor¬ 
der through Jan. 31. Those could 
be units already on the border or 
similar units that could replace 
them, according to a statement 
from Army North. 

“This allows the services to 
continue supporting global re¬ 
quirements that were already in 
place prior the request for assis¬ 
tance from [the Department of 


Homeland Security],” the state¬ 
ment reads. 

The mission was originally an¬ 
nounced to end Dec. 15. 

President Donald Trump or¬ 
dered the deployment of troops 
in late October in response to a 
caravan of Central American 
migrants moving toward the U.S. 
border. The number of migrants 
has been declining. In addition 
to building barriers, troops have 
provided additional security for 
Border Patrol agents. 

Officials who spoke to the 
AP anonymously because they 
weren’t authorized to speak pub¬ 


licly said there is less need for 
combat engineers and helicopter 
transport crews. 

But many of the military police 
will remain. 

The Defense Department also 
has about 2,250 National Guard 
soldiers along the border for a 
separate mission with Border Pa¬ 
trol. The two deployments com¬ 
bined are projected to cost $210 
million. But that estimate came 
before the active-duty mission 
was extended beyond Dec. 15. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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PACIFIC _ 

5 Marines are declared dead; search ends 



Marine aircraft fly in a missing-man formation over Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C., last 
year. A similar formation is planned to honor the Marines lost in a crash off Japan last week. 

Fallen Marines to be honored 
with missing-man formation 


By Joseph Ditzler 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— F/A-18 Hornets will conduct 
a single-pass, missing-man for¬ 
mation Wednesday morning 
over Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni as part of a private me¬ 
morial service for Marines lost 
in a midair collision last week. 

The tradition, which the Ma¬ 
rine Corps said in a statement 
was adopted from the British in 


1938, involves a flight of several 
aircraft with one pitching sky¬ 
ward as the formation passes 
overhead, leaving a space in 
the formation to represent the 
fallen aviators. 

“We mournfully ask for the 
community’s support and un¬ 
derstanding at this difficult 
time,” said a statement issued 
Tuesday afternoon by the air 
station. 

The Marine Corps on Tues¬ 
day ended a search for five 


Marines missing after their 
KC-130J Hercules collided 
midair with an F/A-18 Hor¬ 
net early Thursday off Japan’s 
southern coast. 

The Hercules crew is pre¬ 
sumed dead, according to a post 
by III Marine Expeditionary 
Force commander Lt. Gen. Eric 
Smith on the III MEF Facebook 


By James Bolinger 

AND HANA KUSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — The 
Marine Corps has ended an ex¬ 
tensive search for five Marines 
missing after their KC-130J Her¬ 
cules collided midair with an F/ 
A-18 Hornet last week off Japan’s 
southern coast. 

“After an update from the Joint 
Personnel Recovery Center, and 
a review of all available informa¬ 
tion, I have made the determina¬ 
tion to end the search and rescue 
operations for the crew of our 
[Hercules] ... and to declare that 
these Marine warriors are de¬ 
ceased,” III Expeditionary Force 
commander Lt. Gen. Eric Smith 
said in a statement posted Tues¬ 
day afternoon to the organiza¬ 
tion’s official Facebook page. 

“Every possible effort was 
made to recover our crew and I 
hope the families of these selfless 
Americans will find comfort in 
the incredible efforts made by US, 
Japanese, and Australian forces 
during the search,” he added. 

Seven Marines were involved 
in the training accident, which oc¬ 
curred just before 2 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day about 200 miles south of 
Muroto Cape on Shikoku Island, 
U.S. and Japanese officials said. 

Although the crews were con¬ 
ducting regularly scheduled 
training, Marine investigators 
have not confirmed that aerial re¬ 
fueling was underway during the 
incident, the statement said. 

The Hercules’ flight data and 
cockpit voice recorders have not 
been found, making it “prema¬ 
ture to speculate about wreckage 
recovery,” the statement added. 

Two Marines aboard the Hor¬ 
net were recovered the day of the 
accident. The first has been re¬ 
leased from a hospital, while the 
second — Capt. Jahmar Resilard, 
28 — was pronounced dead after 
being found by a Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Forces ship. 

The statement did not identify 
the five Marines, but it said their 
next-of-kin had been notified. 


Their identities were expected to 
be released later Tuesday by the 
Defense Department. 

However, family members of 
four of the fallen Marines identi¬ 
fied their loved ones to Stars and 
Stripes. 

They are: Maj. Kevin Her¬ 
rmann, 38, of Fredericksburg, 
Va.; Staff Sgt. Maximo Flores, 
27, of Litchfield Park, Ariz.; Cpl. 
Carter Ross, 21, from Hender¬ 
sonville, Tenn., and Cpl. Daniel 


Baker, 21, of Tremont, Ill. 

“All of us in the Sumo family 
are extremely saddened following 
the announcement of the conclu¬ 
sion of search and rescue opera¬ 
tions,” Lt. Col. Mitchell Maury, 
commander of Marine Aerial Re¬ 
fueler Transport Squadron 152, 
said in the statement. “We know 
this difficult decision was made 
after all resources were exhaust¬ 
ed in the vigorous search for our 
Marines. Our thoughts are heavy, 


and our prayers are with all fami¬ 
ly and friends of all five aircrew.” 

Smith also expressed his con¬ 
dolences to the lost Marines’ 
families. 

“Every member of the III 
MEF family mourns this loss 
and stands alongside the families 
of the fallen in this terrible mo¬ 
ment,” he said in the statement. 
“We remain, Semper Fidelis.” 

Both the Japan Self-Defense 
Forces and Japan Coast Guard 


announced Tuesday that they’d 
halted their search efforts at 6 
a.m. 

While the coast guard has 
stopped searching specifically for 
the crewmembers, it will keep an 
eye out during regular patrols of 
the area, a spokesman for 5th Re¬ 
gional Coast Guard Headquarters 
told Stars and Stripes on Tuesday 
via telephone. 

The coast guard sent six of its 
patrol boats on Thursday and 
continued to send vessels until 
Monday, although its search team 
had shrunk during that time, the 
spokesman said. 

A multinational effort to find 
survivors included U.S., Japa¬ 
nese and Australian aircraft and 
U.S. and Japanese ships. The 
search spanned more than 35,000 
square nautical miles and in¬ 
volved some 900 hours, III MEF 
said Tuesday. 

The U.S. Navy provided more 
than 180 flight hours searching 
primarily with P-8 A surveil¬ 
lance aircraft. The U.S. Air Force 
provided more than 200 search 
hours via C-130J and KC-135 aer¬ 
ial refueling aircraft as well as 
with MC-130J special operations 
aircraft, CV-22 Ospreys tilt-rotor 
aircraft, RC-135 reconnaissance 
aircraft and an RQ-4 Global 
Hawk drone, officials said. 

Ill MEF has declared the 
incident a “Class A” mishap, 
Japan’s Kyodo news agency re¬ 
ported Monday. Those involve 
total property damage of “$2 
million or more and/or aircraft 
destroyed” and “fatality or per¬ 
manent disability.” 

Marine officials said Tuesday 
they are still investigating the 
incident. 

MCAS Iwakuni is home to Ma¬ 
rine Air Craft Group 12 and the 
Navy’s Carrier Air Wing 5. It is 
one of the Pacific’s largest air 
stations. 

Stars and Stripes reporters Caitlin M. 
Kenney, Rose Thayer and Dianna Cahn 
contributed to this report. 
bolinger.james@stripes.com 
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
dickstein.corey@stripes.com 


US, S. Korea hold separate talks on cost-sharing, status of forces 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
United States and South Korea 
held separate talks Tuesday on 
military cost-sharing and the 
agreement on the legal status of 
American forces who are being 
consolidated south of Seoul. 

The stakes were highest in 
Seoul where U.S. and South Ko¬ 
rean delegates facing an end- 
of-year deadline began a 10th 
round of negotiations over foot¬ 
ing the multimillion dollar bill to 
maintain some 28,500 American 
troops on the divided peninsula. 

The current five-year deal, 
known as the special measures 
agreement, is set to expire on 
Dec. 31. 


Negotiators reportedly have 
been struggling to find middle 
ground on a U.S. demand that 
Seoul increase its contribution, 
which has been some $830 mil¬ 
lion per year, or about half of the 
total. 

Most of the money pays for 
South Korean employees, services 
and construction needed to keep 
operations running smoothly. 

No details were released Tues¬ 
day on the sensitive talks, which 
the Foreign Ministry said would 
last three days. 

Separately, U.S. and South Ko¬ 
rean officials held routine dis¬ 
cussions in Pyeongtaek on the 
bilateral status of forces agree¬ 
ment, which lays out the legal sta¬ 
tus of American forces in South 
Korea. 


Lt. Gen. Kenneth Wilsbach, 
deputy commander of U.S. Forc¬ 
es Korea, met with the director 
general of South Korea’s North 
American affairs bureau, Kim 
Tae-jin, at the city hall in Pyeong¬ 
taek, the city that hosts new USFK 
headquarters Camp Humphreys. 

The command moved to the 
newly expanded Army garrison 
over the summer, resolving the 
frequently delayed relocation of 
most U.S. forces off their previ¬ 
ous headquarters on Yongsan 
Garrison in Seoul. 

The Americans are now pre¬ 
paring to return Yongsan in the 
next few years to the South Kore¬ 
an government, which is expected 
to use the land as a park. 

“The two sides highlighted re¬ 
cent developments made in the 


course of USFK’s relocation to 
Pyeongtaek, as well as prepara¬ 
tion for the return of Yongsan 
Garrison,” according to a joint 
statement about the 199th joint 
committee meeting. 

“The two Representatives 
pledged to further cooperate on 
setting conditions for a success¬ 
ful transition, so as to maintain a 
stable stationing environment for 
USFK and enhance public safety 
and welfare,” it said. 

Coining the term USFK’s “Py¬ 
eongtaek era,” the sides pledged 
to work together to ensure a 
smooth return of Yongsan and to 
address potential environmental 
problems that may arise there 
and on other U.S. bases. 

They also promised to main¬ 
tain “timely and close communi¬ 


cation and cooperation” to ensure 
“harmonious relations” between 
the military and local communi¬ 
ties near Humphreys, including 
the need to prevent crime and ad¬ 
dress noise complaints and other 
inconveniences. 

Humphreys, about 40 miles 
south of Seoul, has grown from 
a remote outpost surrounded by 
rice paddies to a sprawling base 
that resembles an American sub¬ 
urb with a population of nearly 
30,000. 

South Korea and the United 
States have been allies since 
the 1950-53 Korean War, which 
ended in an armistice instead of 
a peace treaty. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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US, Japanese soldiers train 
together during annual drills 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — I Corps and 
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force soldiers gathered 
over the weekend in Hokkaido to kick off a joint com¬ 
mand post exercise called Yama Sakura. 

The annual weeklong training tests the allies’ capa¬ 
bility to defend Japanese territory as a unified fight¬ 
ing force. In addition to assuring combat readiness, 
the drills are a chance to reinforce relations with the 
Japanese military, I Corps commander Lt. Gen. Gary 
Volesky said during Sunday’s opening ceremony at 
the JGSDF’s Camp Higashi-Chitose. 

“The soldiers of America’s First Corps are com¬ 
mitted to our partnership, and this exercise is an 
opportunity to learn, grow and build capacity in 
both of our organizations,” he said, according to an 
Army statement. “A critical objective for this ex¬ 
ercise is strengthening the Japanese military alli¬ 
ance and building combined readiness across our 
formations.” 

Lt. Gen. Masato Taura, commander of JGSDF’s 


Northern Army, also spoke at the ceremony about 
the opportunity to strengthen and understand each 
country’s warfighting force. 

Following the generals’ remarks, servicemembers 
from both countries joined in a booming war cry to 
signify the exercise start: “Forward! Together!” 

Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.-based I Corps 
shifted its mission to the Pacific in 2012 as part of 
the Obama administration’s “Pacific pivot,” which is 
intended to refocus the nation’s priorities away from 
Afghanistan and Iraq to the Asian region. 

In the past, I Corps soldiers have participated in 
war games on the Korean Peninsula and have trav¬ 
eled to India for the Yudh Abhyas exercise. 

They have also played a role in increasing the 
Army’s presence in the region through Pacific Path¬ 
ways, an initiative under which units of deployed U.S. 
soldiers remain in theater for two or three sequential 
exercises. 

Yama Sakura, which means “mountain cherry blos¬ 
soms” in Japanese, is scheduled to wrap up Sunday. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 


Bombing suspect may 
face charges in 2015 
attempt on Camp Zama 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — A Japanese man 
suspected of attempting a crude 
rocket attack on Camp Zama 
in April 2015 may face charges 
under Japan’s Explosives Con¬ 
trol Act, Kyodo News reported 
Saturday. 

Toyotsuna Numada, 67, is al¬ 
ready under indictment under the 
act for two similar incidents in the 
past five years, one near Yokota 
Air Base in western Tokyo and 
another in the city of Kawaguchi, 
according to Tokyo newspaper 
Sankei Shimbun. 

An investigative team of police 
from Tokyo and Kanagawa and 
Saitama prefectures in Septem¬ 
ber recommended prosecutors 
add another charge based on 
the Camp Zama incident, Kyodo 


News reported. 

Numada is allegedly a member 
of Kakumei gun, or Revolution¬ 
ary Army, a guerrilla unit of the 
extreme leftist group Kakuryo- 
kyo Liberation Faction, accord¬ 
ing to Kyodo News. 

Police found two metal pipes 
stuck in the ground on a farm 
about 880 yards from the Camp 
Zama fence line after residents 
heard explosions around mid¬ 
night April 28, 2015. Police later 
found a fired projectile on a 
nearby farm. No injuries were 
reported. 

Numada was previously indict¬ 
ed for allegedly launching a pro¬ 
jectile near Yokota in 2013 and 
again into a building in Kawagu¬ 
chi, Saitama Prefecture, in 2014, 
according to Sankei Shimbun. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 




Misha Japaridze/AP 


The Russian military says two of its nuclear-capable strategic bombers, the Tu-160, or White Swan, the 
largest supersonic bomber in the world, arrived in Venezuela on Monday. 

Russia sends 2 bombers to Venezuela 


Japan seeks 1st carrier 
to deploy stealth fighters 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Two Russian nu¬ 
clear-capable strategic bombers 
arrived in Venezuela on Monday, 
a deployment that comes amid 
soaring Russia-U.S. tensions. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry said 
a pair of Tu-160 bombers landed 
at Maiquetia airport outside Ca¬ 
racas on Monday following a 
6,200-mile flight. It didn’t say if 
the bombers were carrying any 
weapons and didn’t say how long 
they will stay in Venezuela. 

The ministry said the bomb¬ 
ers were shadowed by Norwegian 
F-18 fighter jets during part of 
their flight. It added that a heavy- 
lift An-124 Ruslan cargo plane and 
an 11-62 passenger plane accom¬ 
panied the bombers to Maiquetia. 

The Tu-160 is capable of car¬ 
rying conventional or nuclear- 
tipped cruise missiles with a 


range of 3,410 miles. Such bomb¬ 
ers took part in Russia’s campaign 
in Syria, where they launched 
conventionally armed Kh-101 
cruise missiles for the first time 
in combat. 

The bombers’ deployment fol¬ 
lows Venezuelan President Nico¬ 
las Maduro’s visit to Moscow last 
week in a bid to shore up political 
and economic assistance even as 
his country has been struggling 
to pay billions of dollars owed to 
Russia. 

Russia is a major political ally 
of Venezuela, which has become 
increasingly isolated in the world 
under growing sanctions led by 
the U.S. and the European Union, 
which accuse Maduro of under¬ 
mining democratic institutions 
to hold onto power, while over¬ 
seeing an economic and political 
crisis that is worse than the Great 


Depression. 

Russian Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu said at last week’s 
meeting with his Venezuelan 
counterpart, Vladimir Padrino 
Lopez, that Russia would contin¬ 
ue to send its military aircraft and 
warships to visit Venezuela as part 
of bilateral military cooperation. 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan is seeking to 
possess its first aircraft carrier to 
allow for the deployment of U.S.- 
made stealth fighters as it seeks to 
bolster its arms capability under a 
new 10-year defense plan. 

A draft outline of Japan’s new 
defense plan, presented by the 
government Tuesday, proposes 
refitting an existing helicopter 
carrier into one that can deploy 
U.S.-made F-35 stealth fighters 
capable of short takeoffs and ver¬ 
tical landings. 

A candidate would be the 
Maritime Self-Defense Force’s 
helicopter carrier Izumo, an 820- 
foot-long warship that can carry 
14 helicopters. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is 
scrapping the current program 
after only five years, citing rapid 
changes in a security environ¬ 
ment that requires greater deter¬ 
rence to cope with threats from 
North Korea and China. 

The new National Defense Pro¬ 
gram Guidelines are expected 
next week. 

The draft outline says Japan 
needs more STOVLS such as 
F-35Bs to beef up its air defense 
capability in the Pacific while ex¬ 


panding surveillance in the area. 
Japan plans to buy 99 F-35s to re¬ 
place some of the country’s fleet 
of F-15s. 

Critics say possessing an air¬ 
craft carrier would give Japan a 
strike capability in violation of the 
country’s pacifist constitution. 

The draft outline also calls for 
setting up a unit specializing in 
space, cyberattacks and electron¬ 
ic warfare while integrating the 
ground maritime and air forces to 
better coordinate operations. 

As Japan comes under pressure 
from President Donald Trump to 
allow more exports from the U.S., 
purchases of costly American 
weapons would be a way to re¬ 
duce the U.S. trade deficit while 
enhancing military cooperation 
between the allies. Buying more 
American weapons, however, 
would be a setback for Japan’s 
defense industry, which hopes to 
develop its own replacement for 
F-2 fighter jets. 

Abe told Tuesday’s meeting of 
government officials and a panel of 
experts that Japan should “break 
away from the conventional con¬ 
cept of ground, maritime and air 
defense to reform Japan’s defense 
system at a much faster pace into 
one that is truly necessary as a 
foundation for the future.” 
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Technology: 

Experiment to 
be held in Ga. 
this January 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

“We’ll show up in the right 
place and right uniform, get some 
pieces of kit, and then we’ll tell 
them the pros and cons and try 
to get good data for Maneuver 
Battle Lab to then decide on what 
to buy for the Army,” said 1st Lt. 
William Wren, EXFOR platoon 
leader. “It’s our responsibility to 
make it as realistic as possible, so 
we try to put a lot of tactical pres¬ 
sure on ourselves.” 

Humanoperatorswererequired 
to fire any weapon systems, but 
the Titan Strike is programmed 
to work autonomously. 

“In the 21st century, the army 
that knows how to use these first 
effectively will win,” Morris said. 

Testing also included a slew 
of unmanned and remotely con¬ 
trolled construction, sustainment 
and military vehicles, such as the 
Horiba Mira Bobcat and Rakka 
3000 tractors that can clear away 
roadblocks while their operators 
are tucked away safely in a near¬ 
by bunker. 

An unmanned Polaris MRZR 
X, a light, four-wheeled, off-road 
vehicle, can quietly zip across 
muddy terrain while running 
solely on battery power to deliver 
ammunition to soldiers in cover. 
The Hippo amphibious vehicle 
can carry supplies, provide cover 



Harry S. Truman 
departs Europe 
after deployment 


William HowARD/Stars and Stripes 


An unmanned Hippo amphibious vehicle is used to carry supplies, 
provide cover and support casualty evacuations during the 
monthlong Exercise Autonomous Warrior at the Salisbury Plain 
Training Area, England, on Monday. 


and transport casualties. 

“We were using it to take it 
across a field for casualty evacu¬ 
ations so that I wasn’t out there in 
the field of fire,” said Pfc. Austin 
Meggison, an Army infantryman 
with EXFOR, speaking about the 
Hippo. “It’s really easy to use.” 

Some products return each 
year with improvements based 
on previous soldier feedback, like 
the FLIR Black Hornet PRS. The 
nearly silent, pocket-sized drone 
transmits live video and high def¬ 
inition images back to the opera¬ 
tor. It can fly about a mile in up to 
25 minutes. 

Observers from 14 NATO coun¬ 


tries gathered their own impres¬ 
sions on possible acquisitions. 

“We’re helping them scout 
their own needs,” Morris said. 
“For some of those nations who 
don’t have the capacity, size of 
technology or advantages that we 
have in the U.K. and U.S., that’s 
quite important.” 

The next Army Warfighting 
Experiment is scheduled for 
January at Fort Benning, Ga., 
where British infantry from this 
exercise will test other proto¬ 
type technologies with their U.S. 
partners. 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — The USS 
Harry S. Truman left European 
waters Tuesday after a three- 
month operation that included 
conducting the first aircraft car¬ 
rier patrol in the Arctic since the 
Cold War. 

The Truman took part in ex¬ 
ercises and security missions in 
the North Atlantic, as well as in 
the Mediterranean and Adriatic, 
while using the “dynamic force 
employment” concept, which in¬ 
volves deploying warships in less 
predictable patterns. 

The Nimitz-class carrier’s 
foray into the icy Arctic regions 
followed the National Defense 
Strategy’s edict to focus less on 
combating violent extremism and 
more on countering a more asser¬ 
tive Russia and China. 

“The operations the strike 
group conducted across the region 
alongside our allies and partners 
— and withstanding a variety of 
austere environmental conditions 
in the high north — showcase our 
inherent flexibility,” Adm. James 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Afghan air force has conducted 
nighttime airstrikes for the first 
time in a step toward making 
the country less dependent on 
American air power, officials said 
Tuesday. 

U.S.-supplied A-29 Super Tuca- 
no light attack aircraft were used 
in strikes on Sunday in central 
Uruzgan province that inflicted 
heavy casualties on Taliban in¬ 
surgents in addition to destroying 
their munitions stores, air force 
spokesman Jalaludin Ibrahim- 
khail said. 

“This is a very important step 
that we have taken, and we will 
try to increase nighttime air op¬ 
erations carried out solely by 
Afghans in the future,” Ibrahim- 
khail said. 

The U.S.-led coalition in Af¬ 
ghanistan has been training Af¬ 
ghans for nighttime operations 
on different aircraft for months. 
Night flights are considered safer 
than daytime sorties because 
they are more difficult for insur¬ 
gents to target. 

Afghan forces are also expect¬ 
ed to start using their MD-530F 
Cayuse Warrior light attack he¬ 
licopters for nighttime strikes in 
the near future, Defense Minis¬ 
try spokesman Ghafoor Ahmed 


Jawed told Stars and Stripes. 

“We want to continue this. It is 
really important because now we 
have a problem supporting our 
ground forc¬ 


es, and if we 
improve our 
capabilities, 
casualties will 
decrease,” 
Jawed said. 

Last week, 
the incoming 
commander 
of U.S. Cen¬ 
tral Com- 
Lt. 

Gen. Kenneth 
McKenzie, 
told the Sen¬ 
ate Armed 
Services 
Commit¬ 
tee that the 
high causali¬ 
ties suffered 
by govern¬ 
ment forces 
were not 
Jalaludin sustainable. 
Ibrahimkhail That as- 
Afghan airforce sessment 
spokesman came after 
Defense Min¬ 
ister Gen. 
Tariq Shah told parliament in 
September that the previous 
month was the deadliest ever for 
local forces, with more than 500 


This is 
a very 
important 
step that 
we have 
taken, and 
we will try 
to increase mand, 
nighttime 
air 

operations 
carried out 
solely by 
Afghans 
in the 
future. 9 


soldiers killed. Shah said a major 
factor was that ground forces 
were not being backed up by air 
support at night. 

Despite billions of dollars spent 
by Washington to strengthen 
Afghanistan’s air force, the coun¬ 
try’s military still relies heavily 
on U.S. air power. This year, U.S. 
forces dropped more munitions 
in Afghanistan than in any other 
year in over a decade. 

Efforts to boost the Afghans’ 
air capabilities have been going 
on for more than a decade. But 
coalition officials say it will likely 
take years before the service is 
self-sufficient. 

Still, they say developments 
like Sunday’s prove that efforts to 
wean the Afghans off dependence 
on U.S. air power are moving in 
the right direction. 
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Foggo, head of Naval Forces Eu¬ 
rope and Africa, said in a state¬ 
ment. “[They] prove that there 
are no international waters off 
limits to our forces.” 

In April, the Truman deployed 
to the eastern Mediterranean and 
launched airstrikes against Islam¬ 
ic State the week after the U.S. led 
a missile strike against suspected 
chemical sites in Syria. 

The Truman returned to Nor¬ 
folk, Va., in mid-July and then 
resumed operations in Europe in 
September. 

The schedule was a change 
from previous years when carri¬ 
ers would deploy to the Mediter¬ 
ranean and Persian Gulf for six 
or seven months before returning 
home. 

The Truman took part in sev¬ 
eral exercises, including Baltic 
Operations and, most recently, 
Trident Juncture, the largest 
NATO war game since the Cold 
War. An estimated 65 warships, 
250 aircraft and 50,000 alliance 
personnel participated. 


Afghan air force conducts first nighttime airstrikes 


“We appreciate anything that 
makes them more effective at pre¬ 
venting Afghanistan from becom¬ 
ing a safe haven for terrorists,” 
NATO’s Resolute Support said. 

The first Embraer/SNC A-29 
Super Tucanos were delivered to 
the air force in February 2016. 
They are the first fixed-wing 
aircraft used by the Afghans 
for close air support, though the 
service also has more than two 
dozen MD-530F and several Mi- 
35 Krokodyl helicopter gunships 
in its inventory. 

The turboprop light attack 
planes carry a 12.7 mm machine 
gun under each wing and can be 
equipped with 20 mm cannons, 
air-to-ground rockets and preci¬ 
sion-guided bombs. 
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US returns 3 bells to Philippines after a century 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

A C-130 transport plane landed in Manila 
on Tuesday morning carrying three bells 
taken from the Philippines a century ago 
during its war with America, ending a long¬ 
standing dispute between the two allies. 

U.S. Ambassador Sung Kim turned over 
the “Balangiga Bells” to the Philippine gov¬ 
ernment, which had called for their return 
for decades over the objections of some U.S. 
veterans. 

“The history of these bells spans the en¬ 
tire relationship between the United States 
and the Philippines,” Kim said at a ceremo¬ 
ny at Manila’s Villamor Air Base. “Their 
return underscores the enduring friend¬ 
ship, partnership and alliance between our 
countries.” 

The Air Force conducted a special airlift 
mission to bring one of the bells from Korea 
to Japan, where it met its two sister bells be¬ 
fore flying to Manila. 

The Philippine government will now take 
the three bells to their original parish in 
the village of Balangiga, in the center of the 
Phillippine archipelago, for a ceremony on 
Saturday. They will be hung in a Catholic 
church rebuilt by villagers and U.S. sailors 
after a super typhoon in 2013. 

Local religious leaders said they were 
grateful the bells were being returned in 



Bullit Marquez/AP 


Philippine air force personnel unload 
three church bells seized by American 
troops as war trophies more than a 
century ago as they arrive Tuesday in 
suburban Pasay city, southeast of Manila. 

time to ring for Christmas services. 

“During a time of war, the bells were 
taken,” Bishop Crispin Varquez said in a 
statement. “They are being brought back 
during the season of hope and peace.” 

The bells’ contentious history dates back 


to the Philippine-American War, which 
lasted from February 1898 to July 1902 and 
left more than 4,000 U.S. troops and about 
200,000 Filipinos dead, according to U.S. 
estimates. 

U.S. soldiers took the three bells in 1901 
after a deadly battle in Balangiga, where 
they had reportedly rang to signal an am¬ 
bush that killed 48 U.S. troops. After the at¬ 
tack, U.S. cannons shelled the town. Army 
Gen. Jacob Smith infamously ordered his 
troops to kill any male in the region over the 
age of 10 and turn the area into a “howling 
wilderness.” 

Until recently, two bells had been housed 
at F.E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo. The 
Army’s 9th Infantry Regiment possessed 
the third bell and displayed it in the 2nd 
Infantry Division museum at Camp Red 
Cloud in South Korea. 

Over the years, the missing trio assumed 
emotional significance in the Philippines, 
where some saw their taking as a colonial- 
era slight. Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte and his predecessors have repeat¬ 
edly called for their return since 1994, but 
some veterans and Wyoming’s members of 
Congress opposed the move. 

The bells came to represent the sacrifice 
American troops had made, even if the war 
was messy and in some parts dishonorable, 
said Eric Burke, a historian who had served 


as the 9th Infantry Regiment’s guidon- 
bearer, shortly after Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis had called for their return. 

Crucial to gaining Mattis’ approval were 
the efforts of Veterans of Foreign Wars posts 
in the Philippines and a national resolution 
by the VFW in July, said Sonny Busa, a Fili- 
pino-American Army veteran. The Ameri¬ 
can Legion, which once opposed returning 
the bells, made a similar resolution, show¬ 
ing further veteran support for the move. 

Some U.S. veterans continue to have 
mixed feelings about the return. Jim Col¬ 
lins, a 9th Regiment veteran, said he hopes 
the bells will not become a “tourist attrac¬ 
tion for anti-American types” or “perceived 
as an apology for past colonialism.” 

Local religious officials said the bells 
would no longer be political footballs and 
would be used to once again ring in servic¬ 
es, which was their original purpose. 

The return “affords us an opportunity to 
understand and appreciate history better 
with a more mature perspective,” Archbish¬ 
op Romulo Valles, president of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, said 
in a statement. “It also demonstrates that 
the path to healing and reconciliation may 
be arduous but is never impossible.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Seth Robson contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @jplawrence3 


US, Ukrainians fight 
through mud, rain in 
Germany war games 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

HOHENFELS, Germany — 
Troops and tanks from Texas and 
choppers from Colorado fought a 
mock battle in a freezing, muddy 
German forest on Tuesday along¬ 
side units from 15 allies and part¬ 
ner nations, including Ukraine. 

More than 5,500 soldiers took 
part in the two-week-long mock 
combat portion of Combined Re¬ 
solve XI, the Army’s culminat¬ 
ing event for tank and aviation 
units on nine-month rotations in 
Europe. 

The soldiers from the 4th In¬ 
fantry Division’s 4th Combat 
Aviation Brigade, based in Fort 
Carson, Colo., and 1st Cavalry 
Division’s 1st Armored Brigade 
Combat Team out of Fort Hood, 
Texas, will be wrapping up their 
rotations to Europe next year. 

Alongside the Americans in 
the wet and cold were armored 
units from Ukraine. The exercise 
comes amid heightened tensions 
along the Ukrainian-Russian 
border after Russia fired on and 
seized several Ukrainian ships 
last month in the Sea of Azov. 

The U.S. began its nine-month 
armor deployments to Europe in 
response to Russia’s 2014 annex¬ 
ation of Ukraine’s Crimean Pen¬ 
insula. The rotational armored 
and aviation brigades are part 
of Operation Atlantic Resolve, 
the United States’ commitment 
to deter possible Russian aggres¬ 
sion in Eastern Europe. 

“The rotational deployments of 


armored brigade combat teams 
are a tangible expression of U.S. 
commitment to strengthening 
the defensive and deterrent capa¬ 
bilities of the NATO alliance,” the 
Army said in a statement on the 
exercise. 

The rotational units faced a no¬ 
tional enemy made up of U.S. and 
Albanian troops as near-constant 
rains turned swaths of land into 
fields of sticky sludge for them to 
maneuver through. A brief look 
down confirmed that not a single 
soldier made it without plunging 
his boots into the mire. 

The vehicles didn’t fare much 
better. 

Tanks generally moved through 
the muck more easily, but many 
Humvees and smaller vehicles 
got stuck, making easy targets for 
the opposition forces launching 
surprise attacks. 

The soldiers used drones and 
helicopters to scout enemy posi¬ 
tions and minimize the effects of 
any ambush, while attack helicop¬ 
ters and tanks took out exposed 
enemy targets. 

The rotational units are meant 
to provide a strong foundation 
for U.S. security efforts in the 
region. 

“The forward presence of U.S. 
soldiers is the bedrock of our 
country’s ability to assure allies, 
deter adversaries and react in 
a timely manner if deterrence 
fails,” the Army statement said. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 



Photos by Martin EGNASH/Stars and Stripes 

A Humvee is stuck in the mud at exercise Combined Resolve XI in Hohenfels, Germany, on Monday. 



Left: A convoy of Ukrainian armored vehicles rumbles by during the drills. Right: Sgt. Luke Caney, a 
gunner with the 615th Military Police Company, talks on the radio from atop his Humvee. 
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VETERANS _ 

Blue Water Navy 
bill fails in Senate 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A final deal 
to provide Department of Veter¬ 
ans Affairs benefits to thousands 
of veterans who served off the 
coast during the Vietnam War 
failed in the Senate on Monday 
night with little time remaining in 
the 115th Congress to try again. 

The Blue Water Navy Vietnam 
Veterans Act would extend eligi¬ 
bility for disability compensation 
and health care to “Blue Water” 
Navy veterans — servicemem- 
bers who were aboard aircraft 
carriers, cruisers, destroyers and 
other ships, some of whom have 
fought for years to prove they 
were exposed to Agent Orange. 
The dioxin-laden herbicide has 
been found to cause respiratory 
cancers, Parkinson’s disease and 
heart disease, as well as other 
conditions. 

The House voted 382-0 in favor 
of the legislation in June. Since 
then, it’s been stuck in the Sen¬ 
ate. VA Secretary Robert Wilkie 
voiced his opposition to the bill 
in September, citing cost con¬ 
cerns and insufficient scientific 
evidence. He urged lawmakers 
to hold off until a new study is re¬ 
leased in 2019. 

On Monday night, Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand, D-N.Y., went to the 
Senate floor and asked for unani¬ 
mous consent to pass the bill. 
Unanimous consent expedites ap¬ 
proval but can be stopped if one 
senator objects. 

Citing cost concerns, Sen. Mike 
Enzi, R-Wyo., chairman of the Sen¬ 
ate Budget Committee, objected. 

“On this bill, many of us have 
been made aware of the potential 
cost growth and the budgetary 
and operational pressures that 
would happen at the VA,” he said. 
“They’re having a lot of problems, 
anyway.” 

Enzi said he wanted more de¬ 
tails about how many veterans 
would be made eligible for bene¬ 
fits under the legislation and how 
much it would cost. 

According to initial estimates 
from the Congressional Budget 
Office, the bill would come at a 
price of $1.1 billion for the next 
10 years. VA officials have argued 
the true total could be billions of 
dollars more. To offset costs, the 
bill includes a new fee for VA 
home loans — a proposal some 
lawmakers oppose. 

“There’s clearly more work to 
do just on figuring out the spend¬ 
ing and administration of this 
and the deficit impacts this bill 
will have,” Enzi said on the Sen¬ 
ate floor. 

Rep. Tim Walz, D-Minn., later 
criticized Enzi’s objection, ar¬ 
guing the same senator voted 
in favor of the GOP tax cuts es¬ 
timated to increase the national 
deficit. 

“I must say that it is a bit dis¬ 
heartening to see a bill that 
was passed unanimously by the 
House blocked by just a handful 


of senators over supposed fis¬ 
cal concerns when those same 
senators voted to add trillions of 
dollars to the deficit last year to 
score a political win on the back 
of American taxpayers,” Walz 
said in a statement. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
also issued a scathing criticism of 
Enzi on Monday night, describing 
his objection as “obstruction,” and 
adding that neither “the VFW nor 
its members will forget this.” 

Enzi’s opposition came after 
Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., pres¬ 
sured senators to approve the bill. 
Isakson, chairman of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, has 
worked for months to address 
concerns from some of his fellow 
Republicans. 

Enzi wasn’t the only senator 
with concerns. Sen. Mike Lee, R- 
Utah, opposed the effort because 
he wanted to wait for the scientif¬ 
ic study the VA promised in 2019, 
according to a Military Update 
report. 

Isakson rebuked requests Mon¬ 
day to wait for the study and said: 
“This thing has been studied as 
long as it needs to be studied. 
We’ve got the best information we 
need to get. 

“I would just ask every mem¬ 
ber before they consider casting a 
‘no’ vote, think about what you’re 
doing,” Isakson said. “I would 
ask each of you to search your 
heart... think about the veterans 
in your state and cast a vote for 
doing the right thing for the right 
people at the right time and not 
object to the motion.” 

Gillibrand and Sen. Jon Tester, 
D-Mont., the ranking Democrat 
on the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, held a news con¬ 
ference Tuesday with veterans 
groups and requested the Senate 
try again to pass the bill. 

Senate leadership could still 
bring the issue up under regular 
order in its remaining days, though 
it appeared unlikely Tuesday. Tes¬ 
ter said senators could also try 
again for unanimous consent, like 
they attempted Monday. 

If the Senate fails to approve 
the bill before the end of the 115th 
Congress, advocates will have to 
start from the beginning next 
year. 

“The truth is, we can’t wait an¬ 
other six months or nine months or 
a year for Secretary Wilkie,” Gil¬ 
librand said. “We don’t have that 
time. Our veterans are dying now. 
I think any delay by the secretary 
of the VA is morally wrong.” 

John Wells, an attorney and di¬ 
rector of the group Military-Vet¬ 
erans Advocacy, has been fighting 
on behalf of Blue Water Navy vet¬ 
erans since 2008. He was doubt¬ 
ful Tuesday about the Senate’s 
ability to approve the bill. 

“I’d be very shocked,” Wells 
said. “It would be very nice if it 
did pass, but I’d say the odds are 
tremendously against it at this 
point.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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White House scrambling 
to find a new chief of staff 


By Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin 
and Jonathan Lemire 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump is scrambling to 
find a new chief of staff after his 
first choice to replace John Kelly 
bailed at the last minute and sev¬ 
eral other potential successors 
signaled they weren’t interested 
in the job. 

Back to square one, Trump 
is mulling over a list of at least 
four potential candidates after 
Nick Ayers, Vice President Mike 
Pence’s chief of staff, took himself 
out of the running Sunday and 
decided that he would instead be 
leaving the White House. 

The announcement surprised 
even senior staffers who believed 
that Ayers’ ascension was a done 
deal. 

Trump is now soliciting input 
on a list of candidates that is 
said to include Office of Manage¬ 
ment and Budget Director Mick 
Mulvaney; Rep. Mark Meadows, 
R-N.C., the chairman of the con¬ 
servative House Freedom Cau¬ 
cus; and former New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie. Allies are pitching 
Trump on even more contenders. 

But as quickly as names were 
being floated, candidates ap¬ 
peared to be pulling themselves 
from consideration, underscor¬ 
ing the challenges of working for 
a mercurial president who has 
acknowledged that he likes to sur¬ 
round himself with chaos and de¬ 


spises any suggestion he’s being 
managed. 

“In the best of times, it is re¬ 
lentless,” said Chris Whipple, an 
expert on chiefs of staff and au¬ 
thor of “The 
£ Gatekeepers,” 

a book on 
the subject. 
“It’s 24/7. It’s 
thankless. 

You get all of 
the blame and 
none of the 
credit for ev¬ 
erything that 
happens. And 
that’s in the 
best of times. 
We are not 
in the best of 
times.” 

Trump’s 
administra- 
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Chris Whipple 

expert on chiefs ^on “has“set 
of staff records for 

staff turnover, 
and the president has often strug¬ 
gled to attract experienced politi¬ 
cal professionals, a challenge that 
has grown more difficult with 
the upcoming threat of costly 
Democratic oversight investiga¬ 
tions and an uncertain political 
environment. 

U.S. Trade Representative Rob¬ 
ert Lighthizer, a potential contend¬ 
er, said he was “entirely focused” 
on his current position. A person 
familiar with Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin’s thinking but 
not authorized to speak publicly 


made clear he, too, is happy in his 
current post. 

Ayers’ ascension and Kelly’s 
departure looked like a done 
deal Friday night, according to 
multiple people in and close to 
the administration, with an an¬ 
nouncement planned for Monday. 
Trump and Ayers had discussed 
the job for months, and the presi¬ 
dent had already been steering in¬ 
quiries to the Pence staffer rather 
than Kelly. 

These people, like others, spoke 
on the condition of anonym¬ 
ity to discuss sensitive personnel 
matters. 

But Trump jumped the gun Sat¬ 
urday, and Ayers re-evaluated his 
decision. 

While a White House official 
said Ayers’ decision was driven 
by a desire to return to Georgia 
to be closer to his family, people 
familiar with his thinking said he 
was also worried about scrutiny 
of his former political consulting 
business. 

He and Trump also could not 
reach agreement on Ayers’ length 
of service. Ayers wanted to serve 
on an interim basis; Trump want¬ 
ed a two-year commitment. 

Trump was stung by Ayers’ 
decision to back out, according to 
people close to him. 

The embarrassment comes at a 
pivotal time for Trump as he pre¬ 
pares for re-election while facing 
an expected onslaught of inves¬ 
tigations from Democrats who 
will take control of the House and 



Zurab Kurtsikidze/AP 


Vice President Mike Pence, left, and his chief of staff, Nick Ayers, 
attend a meeting in 2017. Ayers has taken himself out of the 
running to become President Donald Trump’s chief of staff. 


amid the ongoing Russia probe. 

When Trump appoints a re¬ 
placement for Kelly, he will set 
a record for most chiefs of staff 
within the first 24 months of an 
administration, according to an 
analysis by Kathryn Dunn Ten- 
pas of the Brookings Institution. 

Trump has told confidants that 
he is eager to bring on someone he 
gets along with as his third chief 
of staff. 

While he still had a measure of 
respect for Kelly, the men’s per¬ 
sonal relationship had long been 
frosty. 

This time, Trump has told al¬ 
lies, he wants someone he can 
chat with — trading gossip and 
complaining about media cover¬ 


age — as well as someone more 
attuned politically. 

Meanwhile, the list of names 
floated for the job continued to 
grow, including mentions by 
people close to the administra¬ 
tion of former Trump deputy 
campaign manager David Bossie, 
acting Attorney General Matthew 
Whitaker — even White House 
communications director Bill 
Shine and press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders. 

Many of them weren’t being 
taken seriously, but the breadth of 
the list highlighted the uncertain¬ 
ty in Trump’s political orbit over 
the search for a replacement for 
the position. 


Some in GOP starting to worry about Trump investigations 


By Jonathan Lemire, 
Alan Fram and Elana Schor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s intensifying 
legal troubles are unnerving 
some of his fellow Republicans. 
Despite his brash stance, they be¬ 
lieve the turmoil has left him in¬ 
creasingly vulnerable as he gears 
up for what is sure to be a nasty 
fight for re-election. 

Trump, ever confident of his 
ability to bend story lines to his 
will, mocks the investigations 
into his conduct as candidate 
and president as a “witch hunt” 
and insists he will survive the 


threats. 

But a shift began to unfold over 
the weekend after prosecutors 
in New York for the first time 
linked Trump to a federal crime 
of illegal hush payments. That left 
some of his associates fearful that 
his customary bravado is unwar¬ 
ranted. For some Republicans, 
the implication that the president 
may have directed a campaign 
finance violation, which would 
be a felony, could foreshadow a 
true turning point in the Repub¬ 
lican relationship with him when 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
releases his report on the Russia 
investigation. 

“I’m sure there’s going to be a 


lot more that’s going to come out 
from the Southern District (of 
New York) and, at some point, 
from the Mueller investigation as 
well,” Sen. John Thune, of South 
Dakota, the chamber’s incoming 
No. 2 Republican, said Monday. 
“What they’re implying there, ob¬ 
viously, is something I assume at 
some point the president will have 
an opportunity to respond to.” 

As the legal drama plays out, 
political challenges that could 
threaten Trump’s re-election are 
piling up. 

Republicans are still coming 
to terms with their drubbing in 
last month’s House elections and 
looking for someone to blame. 


The departure of John Kelly as 
White House chief of staff has set 
off a disorganized search for a re¬ 
placement who could stay in the 
job through the 2020 campaign. 

Also, Democrats will soon take 
control of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives, wielding subpoena power 
and potentially exploring im¬ 
peachment proceedings. Mean¬ 
while, financial markets have 
been jittery, in part because of 
Trump’s trade wars and concerns 
that higher borrowing costs could 
ultimately trigger a recession. 

One leading House Republi¬ 
can said the situation surround¬ 
ing Trump remains volatile and 
has urged colleagues to wait for 


the Mueller report, which some 
believe could emerge early next 
year. That Republican, who de¬ 
manded anonymity to assess the 
situation candidly, has urged fel¬ 
low GOP lawmakers to not defend 
the indefensible but to also not be¬ 
lieve every charge. 

The lawmaker expressed hope 
that the special counsel’s findings 
come out sooner rather than later 
so there will be more time before 
the 2020 elections. 

For all the private and not-so- 
private party worries, many close 
to Trump predict he not only will 
survive the Russia investiga¬ 
tion but will be re-elected in two 
years. 
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Jury: Life plus 419 years for Va. crowd attack 


By Denise Lavoie 
Associated Press 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — A jury 
recommended life plus 419 years Tuesday 
for a man convicted of killing a woman and 
injuring dozens when he drove his car into 
counterprotesters at a white nationalist 
rally in Virginia. 

James Alex Fields Jr. stood stoically 
with his hands folded in front of him as a 
court clerk read the 
verdict, which now 
must be taken under 
advisement by the 
judge, who will issue 
the final sentence. 
Judge Richard Moore 
scheduled a sentenc¬ 
ing hearing for March 
29. 

The jury reached 
its verdict after delib¬ 
erating for about four 
hours over two days. 
Judges in Virginia often impose the sen¬ 
tence recommended by juries. Under state 
law, they can impose lower sentences than 
what the jury recommends, but cannot in¬ 
crease them. 

Before issuing its recommendation, the 
jury asked Moore if the sentences would 
run consecutively or concurrently. He re¬ 
plied that sentences usually run consecu¬ 
tively, but that jurors could recommend 
concurrent sentences if they choose. 

The jury deliberated for just under two 



Steve Helber/AP 


Susan Bro, right, mother of Heather 
Heyer, is escorted down the steps of 
the courthouse after a guilty verdict was 
reached in the trial of James Alex Fields 
Jr. on Friday. 

hours Monday after hearing emotional tes¬ 
timony from the mother of Heather Heyer, 
32, a paralegal and activist who was killed 
when Fields rammed his car into a crowd 
at a “Unite the Right” white nationalist 
rally in Charlottesville on Aug. 12, 2017. 

Jurors also heard from several people 
who suffered severe injuries. A psycholo¬ 
gist testifying for the defense said Fields 


has a long history of mental health issues, 
including bipolar disorder. 

Heyer’s mother, Susan Bro, told the jury 
her daughter’s death has been like “an ex¬ 
plosion in our family. 

“We are forever scarred by the pain,” 
she said. 

Jeanne “Star” Peterson said her life has 
been “a living nightmare” since she was hit 
by Fields’ car. Her right leg was shattered, 
and she’s had five surgeries to try to repair 
it. She also suffered a broken spine and still 
hasn’t been able to return to work. 

“I will be dealing with the aftermath of 
Fields’ choices for the rest of my life,” Pe¬ 
terson said. 

Fields, 21, drove to Virginia from his 
home in Maumee, Ohio, to support the 
white nationalists. After the rally, as a 
large group of counterprotesters marched 
through Charlottesville singing and laugh¬ 
ing, he stopped his car, backed up, then 
sped into the crowd, according to testimo¬ 
ny from witnesses and video surveillance 
shown to jurors. 

Wednesday Bowie, a counterprotester 
who got caught on the trunk of Fields’ car 
when he backed up and was then slammed 
into a parked truck and thrown to the 
ground, told the jury that in addition to a 
broken pelvis and other physical injuries, 
she has been hospitalized three times for 
post-traumatic stress disorder over the 
past year. 

She told the jury, “Please know that the 
world is not a safe place with Mr. Fields in 
it.” 


Testifying for the defense, University of 
Virginia School of Medicine professor and 
psychologist Daniel Murrie told the jury 
that while Fields was not legally insane at 
the time, he has a long history of mental 
health issues. 

Fields had inexplicable volatile outbursts 
as a young child and was diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder at age 6, Murrie said. He 
was later diagnosed with schizoid person¬ 
ality disorder. 

Murrie said Fields went off his psychi¬ 
atric medication at age 18 and built an 
isolated “lifestyle centered around being 
alone.” 

A video of Fields shown to the jury dur¬ 
ing the first phase of the trial showed him 
sobbing and hyperventilating after he was 
told a woman had died and others were se¬ 
riously injured. 

Fields’ lawyer Denise Lunsford called 
him a “mentally compromised individual” 
and urged the jury to consider his long his¬ 
tory of mental health issues when consid¬ 
ering a sentence. 

The Unite the Right rally had been or¬ 
ganized in part to protest the planned 
removal of a statue of Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee. Hundreds of Ku Klux Klan 
members, neo-Nazis and other white na¬ 
tionalists — emboldened by the election of 
President Donald Trump — streamed into 
the college town for one of the largest gath¬ 
erings of white supremacists in a decade. 



Fields 


Patients seek photos 
doctor took of abuse 


By David Klepper 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — Former pa¬ 
tients of a doctor accused of mo¬ 
lesting children at Rockefeller 
University Hospital for decades 
are demanding to know what hap¬ 
pened to photos they say the phy¬ 
sician took while the abuse was 
occurring. 

The physician, Reginald Ar¬ 
chibald, worked at the New York 
City hospital from 1948 to 1982 as 
an endocrinologist who special¬ 
ized in childhood growth. Former 
patients have said that in addition 
to molesting them, he would pho¬ 
tograph them naked for what he 
said was scientific research. Ar¬ 
chibald died in 2007. 

Peter Katsikis had only one ap¬ 
pointment with Archibald, in 1969. 
He said Archibald directed him 
to remove his clothes; he touched 
him sexually and then took sever¬ 
al photos of him in the nude. Katsi¬ 
kis was 12 and said it was his first 
sexual experience. He wouldn’t 
tell anyone until he told his wife 
26 years later. 

The trauma changed him, he 
said, making him cynical and 
sometimes short-tempered as an 
adult. The Associated Press does 
not typically identify people who 
say they are sexual assault victims 
unless they grant permission. 

“I’ve replayed the episode a cou¬ 
ple thousand times,” said Katsikis, 
now 61, who lives in North Caro¬ 
lina. “It took me a couple years 


to sort things out as to what truly 
happened. I didn’t know anything 
about sex at 12 years old. When I 
got older I started to get angry, be¬ 
cause I realized he took away my 
innocence.” 

The hospital has acknowledged 
that Archibald’s conduct with pa¬ 
tients was “inappropriate” and 
has hired a law firm to investi¬ 
gate. Hospital officials have not, 
however, said whether any of the 
photographs were found in hospi¬ 
tal records. Attorneys for former 
patients say more than 1,000 chil¬ 
dren may have been victimized. 

Questions about the where¬ 
abouts of the photos continues to 
haunt many of the former patients, 
according to Michael Pfau, an at¬ 
torney with the Seattle-based firm 
of Pfau Cochran Vertetis Amala, 
who is representing about 100 for¬ 
mer patients. 

The thought that the photos are 
now circulating as child pornog¬ 
raphy compounds his clients’ pain 
and fear, Pfau said. 

“Finding these photos is critical 
for our clients,” he said. “Hopefully, 
the hospital can do the right thing 
and accelerate the investigation.” 

A spokesman for the hospital 
declined to comment when asked 
about the photos Monday. 

Asked what he would do if any 
photos are found of his single 
appointment with Archibald, 
Katsikis paused briefly before 
answering. 

“After the litigation is over,” he 
said, “let’s have them destroyed.” 
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Plea bargain outrages accuser in rape case 


By Ryan Tarinelli 

Associated. Press 

DALLAS — A Texas judge on 
Monday accepted a plea bargain 
allowing a former student of Bay¬ 
lor University in Waco, Texas, 
accused of raping a woman at a 
fraternity party to avoid serving 
jail time, marking at least the third 
time the judge has approved pro¬ 
bation for men accused of sexually 
assaulting Baylor students. 

Judge Ralph Strother’s decision 
to accept the plea deal sparked 
outrage from the woman who ac¬ 
cused Jacob Walter Anderson of 
repeatedly raping her. The woman 
says she was plied with a drink of 
punch at a party in 2016 and be¬ 
came disoriented. Anderson, the 
woman said, led her behind a tent 
and assaulted her while she was 
gagged and choked. 

“He stole my body, virginity and 
power over my body,” the woman 
said in court, according to a fam¬ 
ily spokesman. 

Anderson had been indicted on 
sexual assault charges; the deal 


allowed him to plead no contest 
to a lesser charge of unlawful re¬ 
straint. A no contest plea means 
a person does not admit guilt but 
will offer no defense. Anderson 
was expelled from Baylor after a 
university investigation. 

The deal allows Anderson to re¬ 
ceive deferred probation. The ex- 
Phi Delta Theta president agreed 
to seek counseling and pay a $400 
fine. Anderson will not be forced 
to register as a sex offender. 

The woman told authorities she 
was assaulted until she lost con¬ 
sciousness, and police reported 
Anderson left her alone. Police 
said she had vomited on herself 
and could have choked to death in 
the backyard. 

She has not been named, and 
The Associated Press generally 
does not name possible victims of 
sexual assault. 

“I not only have to live with his 
rape and the repercussions of the 
rape, I have to live with the knowl¬ 
edge that the McLennan County 
justice system is severely broken,” 
the family statement quoted the 



woman as saying. “I have to live 
with the fact that after all these 
years and everything I have suf¬ 
fered, no justice was achieved.” 

Anderson’s attorneys declined 
to comment 
Monday. 

McLen¬ 
nan County 
District At¬ 
torney Abel 
Reyna de¬ 
fended the 
plea deal in 
October. 

“This of¬ 
fice stands 

Anderson h V the P lea 
offered and 
believes we have achieved the best 
result possible with the evidence 
at hand,” Reyna said. 

He said evidence did not sup¬ 
port the allegation that the victim 
may have been drugged. 

Judge Strother said Monday 
that in making the decision, he 
had the benefit of arguments filed 
by attorneys on both sides and a 
background report assembled by 


a probation department. He said 
much of the comments he saw on 
social media or in emails were 
“not fully informed, misinformed 
or totally uninformed.” 

The decision Monday was not 
the first time Strother has sen¬ 
tenced men accused of sex crimes 
to probation. Last year, he sen¬ 
tenced a man to deferred proba¬ 
tion after he pleaded guilty in the 
2013 rape of a former Baylor stu¬ 
dent. The judge ordered the man 
to pay for the woman’s counseling. 
The man told police the woman 
had been drunk, according to an 
affidavit. 

Strother earlier this year sen¬ 
tenced a man to felony probation 
for the sexual assault of a former 
Baylor student, a punishment that 
came with 30 days in jail. The man, 
who was a student at the time and 
told authorities the sex was con¬ 
sensual, was allowed to serve the 
jail time on the weekends. 

Strother did not return a call 
from The Associated Press seek¬ 
ing comment. 

The alleged assault by Ander¬ 


son happened about the same 
time that Baylor was engulfed in a 
sexual assault scandal surround¬ 
ing its football team in 2016. It re¬ 
sulted in the firing of then-football 
coach Art Briles and the demo¬ 
tion of the university’s president, 
Ken Starr. Athletic Director Ian 
McCaw was disciplined by the 
school and resigned. 

The university has since settled 
several lawsuits from women who 
said their allegations of sexual as¬ 
sault by football players were mis¬ 
handled or ignored. 

The outrage over Anderson’s 
plea deal also mirrors reaction 
to the case involving ex-Stanford 
University swimmer Brock Turn¬ 
er, who was convicted in 2016 of 
sexually assaulting an intoxicated 
woman outside a fraternity party. 
A judge in that case rejected a 
prosecutor’s demand for a lengthy 
prison term and instead sentenced 
Turner to six months in jail. He 
was released from jail in Sep¬ 
tember 2016 after serving three 
months. 


Roads still 
dangerous 
in US South 
after storm 



Chuck Burton/AP 


Troy Herrington sits on a mountain of snow in a shopping center 
parking lot as he waits for his boss to pick him up after clearing the 
lot in Greensboro, N.C., on Monday. 



North Carolina Department of Transportation/AP 


Pigs wander the shoulder of Interstate 40 in Haywood County, N.C, 
after a weather-related crash on Monday. 


By Jonathan Drew 

Associated Press 

DURHAM, N.C. — Several 
southern states hit hard by a win¬ 
try storm were gradually warming 
Tuesday, but forecasters warned 
that temperatures in many areas 
would plunge below freezing again 
Tuesday night. That will refreeze 
the melting snow, making some 
roads treacherous. 

Scores of schools in Virginia 
and North Carolina were closed 
for a second day. Georgia also an¬ 
nounced a late start for state gov¬ 
ernment workers because of fears 
about ice on roads. The storm that 
blew in over the weekend was 
blamed for at least three deaths 
in North Carolina, along with nu¬ 
merous car crashes, power out¬ 
ages and canceled flights. 

North Carolina Gov. Roy Coo¬ 
per said Monday that the worst 
of the storm had passed, but resi¬ 
dents — particularly motorists — 
should keep watch for dangerous 
conditions. The highway patrol 
already had responded to more 
than 670 collisions and nearly 
1,600 calls for services since the 
storm began. 

“We need to stay vigilant. 
We’re not out of the woods yet,” 
Cooper said Monday. “This storm 
dropped staggering amounts of 
snow, ice and rain across our 
state. A year’s worth of snowfall 
or more fell in some places in lit¬ 
tle more than a day.” 

More than 20 inches fell in 
parts of western North Carolina. 

A truck driver died Sunday 
after suffering what appeared to 


be a heart attack from shoveling 
out his rig that got stuck at the 
height of the storm along Inter¬ 
state 77 in the central part of the 
state, Yadkin County Emergency 
Services Director Keith Vestal 
said. 

The state emergency opera¬ 
tions center said one man died 
Sunday when a tree fell on him 
in Mecklenburg County, while an 
ailing woman died in Haywood 
County when her oxygen was cut 
off due to power outages. 


In Charlotte, police shut down 
a street Monday after reports of 
ice falling from the Duke Energy 
Center. And an overturned truck 
full of pigs added to traffic delays 
in the western part of that state. 

Still, the snow gave some peo¬ 
ple a chance for fun in places that 
don’t normally see a lot of snow. 
In North Carolina’s Durham 
County, where a foot fell in places 
Sunday, kids reveled in a day off 
from school as a second dusting 
of snow and sleet fell Monday. 


Police rip toddler from mom’s 
arms at benefits office in NY 


By Deepti Hajela 
and Jim Mustian 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Outrage built 
Monday over a video showing po¬ 
lice officers violently yanking a 
toddler from his mother’s arms at 
a Brooklyn, N.Y., public benefits 
office, with officials criticizing 
police for not de-escalating the 
situation and clients of the facil¬ 
ity complaining it is indicative of 
how the city treats social services 
recipients. 

The video, taken by a bystander, 
captured the chaotic scene that 
unfolded last Friday as officers 
tried to remove mother Jazmine 
Headley from the crowded office, 
where she had sat on the floor for 
two hours because of a lack of 
chairs. Police were called when 
she refused a security guard’s 
order to leave. The woman ended 
up lying face-up on the floor dur¬ 
ing a tug of war over her son, 18 
months. 

“The baby was screaming for 
his life,” Nyashia Ferguson, who 
posted video on Facebook under 
the name Monae Sinclair, told The 
New York Times. “The lady was 
begging for them to get off of her. I 
was scared.” 

Other clients shouted at the of¬ 
ficers. At one point, an officer can 
be seen pulling her stun gun and 
pointing it at people in the angry 
crowd. 

Headley was charged with 
obstructing governmental ad¬ 
ministration, resisting arrest, en¬ 
dangering the welfare of a child 
and trespassing. As of Monday 
afternoon, she was still in jail be¬ 
cause there was a warrant for her 
arrest in New Jersey, prosecutors 
said. Bail was not requested, and 
prosecutors were reaching out to 
New Jersey officials to “expedite 
her release.” 


A family member was taking 
care of the child, authorities said. 

The Brooklyn public defender’s 
office called on prosecutors to dis¬ 
miss the charges. 

At a news conference out¬ 
side the benefits office Monday, 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric 
Adams, a Democrat and former 
police officer, 

| rf_. likened the of- 

The ficers involved 

baby was in Headley’S 
arrest to “Bor- 

screaming C | er p a troi po- 
for his lice snatching 
life f away” a baby. 

,,Te - He called 

Nyashia the arrest “a 
Ferguson blemish on our 
on Facebook entire city.” 

“The moth¬ 
er didn’t endanger the welfare of 
the child. The actions of the de¬ 
partment endangered the welfare 
of the child,” Adams said. “If it’s 
wrong in Mexico, then it’s wrong 
in New York City.” 

City Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson, a Democrat, called the 
incident “appalling and heart¬ 
breaking” and criticized both the 
police and the city agency where 
Headley had gone for help. 

“It is unacceptable that Human 
Resources Administration has 
such little capacity to handle its 
core functions that folks seeking 
their assistance must sit on the 
floor with their children while 
waiting for an appointment,” he 
said in a statement. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio on Monday 
tweeted: “This was a disturbing in¬ 
cident. Like anyone who’s watched 
this video, I have a lot of questions 
about how this was handled.” 

Steve Bank, commissioner of 
the Department of Social Servic¬ 
es, said he was “deeply troubled” 
by the incident and a “thorough” 
review had been launched. 
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Christmas tree 
farmers' ads tout 
real over artificial 



Gillian Flaccus/AP 


Tommy Lee, left, a sixth-generation tree farmer at Lee Farms in Tualatin, Ore., helps Jason Jimenez and 
his sons with the Douglas fir they selected Nov. 29. Christmas tree farmers are funding a social media 
ad campaign aimed at persuading young families to buy real trees instead of artificial ones. 



Eric Risberg/AP 


Stephen Pieraldi, left, gets assistance purchasing an artificial 
Christmas tree at the Balsam Hill Outlet store in Burlingame, Calif., 
on Nov. 29. 


By Gillian Flaccus 

Associated Press 

TUALATIN, Ore. — Rosa Vil¬ 
larreal’s three young sons jumped 
and ran around the field of Christ¬ 
mas trees like jackrabbits, their 
excitement palpable as they raced 
from evergreen to evergreen. The 
boys, ages 2,4 and 6, were picking 
out a real tree this year — a new 
tradition their young parents hope 
will create lasting memories. 

“I saw this video where the big 
tree, the mom decorates it, and 
the little tree, the kids get to deco¬ 
rate it,” she said, as her husband, 
Jason Jimenez, snapped a photo 
of their toddler posing with a tiny 
tree just his size. 

Christmas tree farmers across 
the U.S. worry families such as 
Villarreal’s are slowly dwindling. 
Artificial trees, once crude imi¬ 
tations of an evergreen, are now 
so realistic that it’s hard to tell 
they are fakes even though many 
are conveniently pre-strung with 
lights and can fold up for storage 
at the push of a button. 

Between 75 and 80 percent of 
Americans who have a Christmas 
tree now have an artificial one, 
and the $1 billion market for fake 
trees is growing at about 4 percent 
a year — even though they can be 
reused again and again. 

To combat this trend, Christ¬ 
mas tree farmers have joined 
forces as the Christmas Tree 
Promotion Board and are run¬ 
ning a social media ad campaign 
this holiday season to tout the 
benefits of a real evergreen. The 
campaign called “It’s Christmas. 
Keep It Real!” is funded by a 15- 
cent fee that tree farmers pay for 
each tree they harvest. 

It’s a modern-day attempt at 


such famous agricultural ad cam¬ 
paigns as “Got Milk?” and “Beef. 
It’s What’s For Dinner.” 

A series of short movies on Ins- 
tagram and Facebook follow real 
families as they hunt for the per¬ 
fect tree, cut it down and decorate 
it. 

The target audience is the “mil¬ 
lennial mom” because tree farm¬ 
ers are increasingly worried that 
young adults starting their own 
family traditions will opt for an 
artificial tree, costing farmers 
a generation of customers, said 
Marsha Gray, executive director 
of the Christmas Tree Promotion 
Board, based in Michigan. 

“The target we’re talking about 
right now is millennials: first 
house, first baby. That’s kind of 
the decision-making time,” she 
said, adding that the videos show 
families cutting their own trees 
and buying pre-cut trees from 
lots. 

“We realize they may have 
never done this before. And we 
need to help them discover it and 
figure out how to include it in their 
holiday.” 

It’s impossible to know exactly 
how many real Christmas trees 
are sold each year because there 
is no central clearinghouse or 
agency collecting that informa¬ 
tion. But the National Christmas 
Tree Association estimates about 
25 million evergreens are har¬ 
vested each year — and presum¬ 
ably, most of those are sold. 

Americans buy about 10 mil¬ 
lion artificial trees each year, said 
Thomas “Mac” Harman, CEO of 
Balsam Hill, the leading retailer 
of artificial Christmas trees. Har¬ 
man is also the president of the 
American Christmas Tree Asso¬ 
ciation, which does not disclose its 


membership but raised $70,000 
in donations in 2016 for its work, 
which includes touting artificial 
trees. 

Most people buying artificial 
trees cite convenience, allergens 
and fire safety, he said. 

Many families now have both 


a real tree and an artificial tree, 
and small mom-and-pop tree 
farms that allow families to cut 
their own evergreen remain ex¬ 
tremely popular, Harman said. 

“I think it’s the farms in the 
middle that are really seeing their 
business shrink because more 


people are either getting their 
tree from Home Depot — which 
is supporting the big farms — or 
they’re going out to these small 
farms,” he said. “I think a lot of 
the angst about ‘artificial trees 
are taking over’ is coming from 
these mid-sized farms.” 

To fourth-generation tree farm¬ 
er Casey Grogan, that angst is as 
real as the towering noble and 
Nordmann firs he grows at Sil¬ 
ver Bells Tree Farm in Silverton, 
Ore. Oregon is the nation’s No. 
1 producer of Christmas trees, 
yet Grogan said he has watched 
about half the fellow tree farmers 
around him go out of business in 
the past decade. 

“We’re an industry that would 
like to remain here and be around 
— and if everybody buys an arti¬ 
ficial tree, we’re not going to be 
here,” said Grogan, who is also 
president of the Pacific Northwest 
Christmas Tree Association. 

“It may be a little difficult, but 
not everything is easy,” he said of 
buying a real tree. “It’s worth the 
extra effort.” 


‘Truth isn’t truth’ tops the list of notable quotes in 2018 


Associated Press 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — The assertion 
that “truth isn’t truth,” made by a personal 
attorney for President Donald Trump, tops 
a Yale Law School librarian’s list of the 
most notable quotes of 
2018. 

Rudy Giuliani’s 
statement came in 
an August interview 
on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press” when he told 
host Chuck Todd that 
Trump might “get 
trapped into perjury” 
if he were interviewed 
in special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Rus¬ 
sia investigation. 

When Todd replied, “Truth is truth,” Gi¬ 
uliani responded: “No, it isn’t truth. Truth 
isn’t truth.” 

Giuliani later explained he was try¬ 
ing to make the case that having Trump 


sit down for an interview with Mueller’s 
team wouldn’t accomplish much because 
of the conflicting nature of witnesses’ 
recollections. 

It was one of several Trump-related quo¬ 
tations on the list assembled by Fred Shap¬ 
iro, an associate director at the library. 

The yearly list is an update to “The Yale 
Book of Quotations,” which was first pub¬ 
lished in 2006. Shapiro chooses quotes 
that are famous or revealing of the spirit 
of the times, and not necessarily eloquent 
or admirable. 

The list 

1. “Truth isn’t truth.” — Rudy Giuliani, 
interview on “Meet the Press,” Aug. 19. 

2. “I liked beer. I still like beer.” — Brett 
Kavanaugh, U.S. Senate Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee testimony on his Supreme Court 
nomination, Sept. 27. 

3. “While all pharmaceutical treatments 
have side effects, racism is not a known side 


effect of any Sanofi medication.” — Sanofi 
drug company, in a tweet responding to 
Roseanne Barr’s blaming of their product 
Ambien in explaining a tweet that led ABC 
to cancel her show, May 30. 

4. “We gather to mourn the passing of 
American greatness, the real thing, not 
cheap rhetoric from men who will never 
come near the sacrifice he gave so will¬ 
ingly, nor the opportunistic appropria¬ 
tion of those that live lives of comfort and 
privilege while he suffered and served.” 
— Meghan McCain, eulogy for John Mc¬ 
Cain, Sept. 1. 

5. “We’re children. You guys, like, are the 
adults. You need to take some action and 
play a role. Work together, come over your 
politics and get something done.” — David 
Hogg, a survivor of the Parkland, Fla., 
school shooting, in a CNN interview, Feb. 
15. 

6. “(I am) not smart, but genius ... and 
a very stable genius at that!” — President 
Donald Trump, in a tweet, Jan. 6. 


7. “You don’t have to agree with Trump 
but the mob can’t make me not love him. 
We are both dragon energy. He is my 
brother. I love everyone.” — Kanye West, 
in a tweet, April 25. 

8. “Our country is led by those who will 
lie about anything, backed by those who 
will believe anything, based on information 
from media sources that will say anything.” 
— James Comey, in a tweet, May 23. 

9. “I have just signed your death war¬ 
rant.” — Judge Rosemarie Aquilina, ad¬ 
dressing former USA Gymnastics doctor 
Larry Nassar upon sentencing him to up to 
175 years in prison for sexual assault, Jan. 
24. 

10. “If you see anybody from that Cabinet 
in a restaurant, in a department store, at a 
gasoline station, you get out and you cre¬ 
ate a crowd! And you push back on them. 
And you tell them they’re not welcome 
anymore, anywhere.” — Rep. Maxine Wa¬ 
ters, in remarks at a rally in Los Angeles, 
June 23. 



Giuliani 
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VETERANS 

Veterans find community through 
VlUW hard work in elite firefighting team 



By Andrew Selsky 

Associated. Press 

SALEM, Ore. — After being 
in firefights in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, members of one of Ameri¬ 
ca’s newest elite wildfire crews 
are tasked with fighting fires in 
rugged country back home. 

On the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management’s only hotshot crew 
focused on recruiting veterans, 
members have traded assault 
rifles and other weapons of war 
for chain saws and shovels. But, 
like in the military, they have ca¬ 
maraderie, structure and chain 
of command. And the occasional 
adrenaline rush. 

“Being in a firefight is way 
different than being in a wild¬ 
land fire, but both are mentally 
taxing,” said Chris Schott, who 
served two tours in Afghanistan 
with the Army’s 7th Special Forc¬ 
es Group. “In a wildland fire, no 
one’s shooting at you, but condi¬ 
tions can go favorable to unfavor¬ 
able very quickly.” 

The Lakeview Veterans Inter¬ 
agency Hotshot Crew, based in 
Klamath Falls, Ore., received its 
hotshot certification after rig¬ 
orous training and testing, the 
Bureau of Land Management an¬ 
nounced recently. It’s now among 
112 elite U.S. wildland firefight¬ 
ing teams and the only one tar¬ 
geting veterans for recruitment, 
the agency said. 

Crew superintendent Michael 
McGirr said he and other manag¬ 
ers took then-President Barack 
Obama’s initiative to hire veter¬ 
ans to heart. 

“We felt it was important for 
them to transition back home,” 
McGirr said. 

Their maturity and ability to 
follow and lead are benefits that 
quickly became apparent when 
the crew started operating in 2012 
as a lower-classification unit, Mc¬ 
Girr said. Their military experi¬ 
ence also means they’re used to 
enduring tough missions. 

“It’s a lot of arduous hiking in 
nasty terrain,” McGirr said. “The 
steeper the terrain, that’s usually 
the ground hotshots are on.” 

Kenn Boles, a member of the 
crew since 2012 who did three 


tours in Iraq as a Marine, agreed 
that veterans can withstand the 
intense work. 

“You’re working hard, sweat¬ 
ing; the fire doesn’t stop because 
of those things,” he said. “It’s like 
in combat — just because you’re 
hungry, tired and thirsty doesn’t 
mean the firefight stops.” 


The crew is on leave and hasn’t 
been battling the recent deadly 
wildfires in California. 

Of the 25 positions on the crew, 
17 are filled by veterans, McGirr 
said. There are three additional 
openings, and McGirr said he 
wants to recruit female veterans 
too. 


Schott, the Army veteran, said 
the crew felt they had the poten¬ 
tial to achieve elite hotshot sta¬ 
tus after fighting fires in 2015, 
including one in Oregon’s Crater 
Lake National Park that they al¬ 
most had contained when winds 
picked up and changed direction, 
pushing the flames behind them. 


They worked two weeks in a 
row, digging fire lines and doing 
prescribed burns to deprive the 
fire of fuel. After three days off, 
they worked another two weeks 
straight. 

“After that, we thought we could 
be the first veterans hotshot crew 
in the nation,” Schott said. 

The crew usually works for 
nine months, with three months 
off. 

“We spend more time together 
than with our families,” McGirr 
said. “It’s a grueling pace. We eat 
together, sleep together.” 

That creates a camaraderie 
that allows the veterans to share 
their wartime experiences with 
those who understand what they 
endured. 

Boles lost a close friend a week 
after he left Iraq. That was the 
biggest contributor to post-trau¬ 
matic stress disorder that hit him 
later, he said, describing it as “a 
lot of survivor’s guilt.” The veter¬ 
ans have each other’s backs when 
PTSD issues arise, acting as a 
support group. 

“Instead of bottling it up, we’re 
really receptive to hearing peo¬ 
ple’s stories and problems,” said 
Boles, who was in the invasion of 
Iraq and in heavy fighting in Fal- 
lujah and Ramadi. 

Schott, who served in Afghan¬ 
istan’s Urozgan Province north 
of Kandahar, said, “A lot of times 
you think, this can’t get any worse. 
And yet you made it through.” 

He was in an operations center 
when he heard radio traffic about 
someone killed in action. It was 
his best friend. 

“Myself, I was in denial for 
quite a long time about my 
PTSD,” Schott said, adding that 
joining the crew and opening up 
to other veterans “helped me get 
my life back on track and where it 
needs to be.” 

The Bureau of Land Manage¬ 
ment is proud of the crew and 
efforts to develop a workforce of 
veterans, said Jeffrey Fedrizzi, 
agency deputy director for fire 
and aviation. 

He said the men attaining hot- 
shot status “demonstrates the ex¬ 
emplary quality and performance 
ingrained in this crew.” 


Study finds VA hospitals outperform others in same regions 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A new study by Dart¬ 
mouth College that compares Department 
of Veterans Affairs hospitals with other 
hospitals in the same regions found VA 
facilities often outperform others when 
it comes to mortality rates and patient 
safety. 

Researchers compared performance 
data at VA hospitals against non-VA fa¬ 
cilities in 121 regions. In 14 out of 15 mea¬ 
sures, the VA performed “significantly 
better” than other hospitals, according to 
results from the study. 

“We found a surprisingly high, to me, 
number of cases where the VA was the best 
hospital in the region,” said Dr. William 
Weeks, who led the study. “Pretty rarely 
was it the worst hospital.” 

Weeks initiated the research after reading 


multiple studies from recent years that had 
found VA hospitals performed better than 
other medical systems. He was skeptical of 
the research, he said, because it compared 
data on a national level, not by region. 

He wanted to take the perspective of 
veterans, who might get a choice between 
their local VA hospitals and other hospitals 
close by. 

Weeks is a professor at the Dartmouth 
Institute for Health Policy and Clinical 
Practice and a former VA employee. He 
conducted the study with Alan West, who 
works at the White River Junction Medical 
Center in Vermont. 

Though he used to work for the VA, 
Weeks said he was critical of the agency in 
the past. Going into the study, he thought 
he might find a few well-performing VA 
hospitals had skewed the data in previous 
research. 


“The theory was that a few larger hospi¬ 
tals could be really good performers and 
the rest not so good,” Weeks said. “And the 
weight of that might make national aver¬ 
ages look better than what might be expe¬ 
rienced by a typical veteran. That was the 
premise, but we found something that was 
a little bit surprising.” 

The researchers compared risk of death 
from heart failure and pneumonia at hospi¬ 
tals, as well as risk of blood clots, infections 
and wounds after surgery, among other 
measures. 

“The primary drivers of making a de¬ 
cision are, ‘I don’t want to get hurt’ and 
‘I want to live through it,”’ Weeks said. 
“That’s why we focused on these.” 

With the new study, researchers are 
sending a message to Congress to rethink 
efforts to expand veterans’ health care into 
the private sector. 


Earlier this year, President Donald 
Trump signed the VA Mission Act — major 
reform legislation that overhauls how the 
VA outsources health care to the private 
sector. 

Under the bill, the VA and Congress 
are supposed to work together in coming 
months to create new rules dictating which 
veterans can use private-sector care and in 
what situations. The aim is to provide vet¬ 
erans more flexibility to see doctors out¬ 
side the VA system. 

“One has to wonder whether outsourc¬ 
ing care is the right choice if we care about 
veterans’ outcomes,” Weeks said. “The VA 
is, for the most part, doing at least as well 
as the private sector in a local setting, and 
pretty often are the best performers in that 
setting.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Hertz, Clear team up to 
speed car rental process 


By Dee-Ann Durbin 

Associated. Press 

Biometric screening is expand¬ 
ing to the rental car industry. 

Hertz said Tuesday it is teaming 
up with Clear, the maker of bio¬ 
metric screening kiosks found at 
many airports, in an effort to slash 
the time it takes to pick up a rental 
car. Clear hopes it will lead more 
travelers to its platform, which has 
3 million members in the U.S. 

It’s the latest place consumers 
will find biometric technology, 
which has migrated over the last 
50 years from secure government 
facilities and banks to airports, sta¬ 
diums and even smartphones that 
unlock with the touch of a finger¬ 
print. Hertz is the first rental car 
company to use the technology. 

Improvements in cameras and 
other technology have made it 
cheaper to install scanners that can 
read fingerprints, faces and irises. 
More than 100 airports worldwide 
use biometric readers from Clear, 
Vision-Box and other companies 
to scan passengers. Walt Disney 
World verifies visitors’ identity by 
scanning fingerprints. 

And the advancements will like¬ 
ly keep coming. Microsoft is work¬ 
ing with Australia’s national bank 
on cardless ATM machines that 
would let people withdraw cash 
using a facial scan and personal 
identification number. Universi¬ 
ties in London and Copenhagen, 
Denmark, have on-campus gro¬ 
ceries that let students pay with 
their finger. Some laptops can 
now be unlocked with a finger¬ 
print scan. 

Hertz and Clear launched their 


biometrics scans this week at 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Inter¬ 
national Airport. It will be rolled 
out to 40 more U.S. Hertz locations 
next year, including John F. Ken¬ 
nedy Airport in New York, San 
Francisco International Airport 
and Los Angeles International 
Airport. 

Hertz Gold Plus Rewards loy¬ 
alty program members with ac¬ 
cess to Clear 
will be able 
to bypass 
the counter, 
pick up their 
car and head 
to the exit 
gate. There, 
Clear pods 
equipped with 
cameras and 
touch screens 
can read their 
face or their 
fingerprints. 
If they match 
up with 
Hertz’s reservation data, the gate 
will open. Hertz will have at least 
one lane dedicated to Clear mem¬ 
bers at each location. 

Hertz President and CEO Kathy 
Marinello expects Clear to shave 
IV 2 minutes off what’s now a two- 
minute checkout process. 

“In the world of travel, I think 
time is of the essence,” she said. 

The service is free for mem¬ 
bers of the Gold Plus Rewards 
program, which also has no fee. 
Travelers can sign up for Clear 
at a Hertz location. To upgrade to 
airport service, which promises to 
move Clear members through se¬ 
curity lines more quickly, travel¬ 
ers must pay a monthly fee of $15. 


Clear says it’s the first time it 
will be identifying members based 
on their face instead of their iris 
or their fingerprints. Clear CEO 
Caryn Seidman-Becker said the 
cameras can take measurements 
and identify minute differences in 
facial features. 

Amil Jain, a professor at Michi¬ 
gan State University who re¬ 
searches biometrics, said facial 
screenings work by comparing an 
original photo to a new one. That 
could be tough in a rental car lane, 
where the lighting may differ sub¬ 
stantially and drivers could be 
wearing makeup or winter scarves 
that change their features. 

“If you don’t do the biometrics 
right, you’ll turn off the customer 
more,” he said. But biometric 
scanning done well could be more 
robust and secure than having 
an employee see if a driver’s face 
matches their license, he said. 

Jain doesn’t think customers 
need to be particularly worried 
about facial scans. He pointed out 
that millions of people have shared 
photos of their faces on Facebook 
and other platforms already. 

But Justin Brookman, director 
of consumer privacy and technol¬ 
ogy for Consumer Reports, said 
consumers should think twice be¬ 
fore sharing personal identifiers. 

“Once your biometric data gets 
leaked or compromised, you can’t 
really do anything about it,” he 
said. “The more people who po¬ 
tentially have it, the more poten¬ 
tial for things to go bad.” 

Seidman-Becker said Clear will 
not sell or share the data it col¬ 
lects. She noted that the company 
has been certified by the U.S. De- 


In the 
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Jeff Martin/AP 


A rental car driver demonstrates a new biometric scanning machine 
by placing his finger on the reader at the Hertz facility at Hartsfield- 
Jackson Atlanta International Airport on Friday. 


partment of Homeland Security. 

But Jeramie Scott, the national 
security counsel for the Electron¬ 
ic Privacy Information Center, 
said sharing biometric data is still 
risky because there are no federal 
laws governing the collection, use 
and retention of biometric data. 

“An individual might sign up for 
one use only to find out that down 
the road their data is being used in 
another manner,” he said. 

Marinello said Clear ap¬ 
proached Hertz about the partner¬ 
ship, and Hertz agreed to pay for 
the installation of the Clear pods. 
Marinello wouldn’t say how much 
Hertz is investing but said the 
company expects to recoup that 
through increased customers and 
return visits. 


MARKET WATCH 


Dec. 10, 2018 

Dow Jones 34.31 

industrials 24,423.26 

Nasdaq 51 .27 

composite 7,020.52 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 12).$1.1690 

Dollar buys (Dec. 12).€0.8554 

British pound (Dec. 12).$1.30 

Japanese yen (Dec. 12).110.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 12).1,100.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2571 

Canada (Dollar).1.3400 

China (Yuan).6.8989 

Denmark (Krone).6.5835 

Egypt (Pound).17.9107 

Euro.$1.1338/0.8820 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8152 

Hungary (Forint).285.51 

Israel (Shekel).3.7523 

Japan (Yen).113.26 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3042 

Norway (Krone).8.5532 

Philippines (Peso).52.74 

Poland (Zloty).3.79 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7522 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3730 

South Korea (Won).1,129.56 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9902 

Thailand (Baht).32.82 

Turkey (Lira).5.3694 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


Standard & 

4.64 

INTEREST RATES 
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2,637.72 

Prime rate 

...5.25 

Russell 

-4.99 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

... 2.75 
..2.20 
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...3.13 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE 


THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC 




The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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May lobbies EU 
leaders to save 
her Brexit deal 


By Mike Corder 
and Lorne Cook 

Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 

— Top European Union officials 
on Tuesday ruled out any renego¬ 
tiation of the divorce agreement 
with Britain as Prime Minister 
Theresa May fought to save her 
Brexit deal by lobbying leaders in 
Europe’s capitals. 

May began her quest over 
breakfast with Dutch counter¬ 
part Mark 
Rutte, a day 
after she 
abandoned 
a vote in the 
U.K. Par¬ 
liament to 
secure sup¬ 
port for the 
agreement 
thrashed out 
with the EU 
over more 
than a year. 

She acknowledged that the deal 
would be rejected in London “by 
a significant margin.” 

Rutte betrayed little of their 
conversation, tweeting only that 
they had “a useful dialogue which 
saw us discuss the latest Brexit 
developments.” 

But European Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker 
warned that the agreement_ 
almost 600 pages long, highly 
technical and legally binding 

— cannot be reopened for nego¬ 
tiation at a summit of EU leaders 
on Thursday. 

He did say, however, that ele¬ 
ments of the deal could still be 
clarified. 

“There is no room whatsoever 
for renegotiation,” Juncker told 
EU lawmakers in Strasbourg, 
France, as he briefed them on the 
summit. 

Juncker, who was set to meet 
May on Tuesday evening, reit¬ 
erated that “the deal we have 
achieved is the best deal possible. 
It is the only deal possible.” 

But he added that “if used intel¬ 
ligently, (there) is room enough to 
give further clarification and fur¬ 
ther interpretations without open¬ 
ing the withdrawal agreement.” 

EU leaders have often supple¬ 
mented agreements with politi¬ 
cal declarations that clarify their 
interpretation of elements of an 
accord or provide assurances 
about how parts of any deal might 
work. 

In Brussels, Danish Foreign 
Minister Anders Samuelsen also 
said that EU countries might 
be willing to clarify parts of the 
deal. 

“It is always a political option 
to clarify if that is needed, what 
is meant, what kind of underlin¬ 


ing is needed,” Samuelsen told 
reporters. 

One of the main sticking points 
since the Brexit talks began has 
been how to keep goods flowing 
between Northern Ireland in the 
U.K. and EU member country 
Ireland. May is sure to seek flex¬ 
ibility on that from her European 
partners. 

But Juncker said that the so- 
called “backstop” — an insur¬ 
ance arrangement to ensure that 
no hard border appears after 
Brexit on March 29 — must re¬ 
main, even though it was never 
meant to be used. 

“We have a common determi¬ 
nation to do everything to be not 
in the situation one day to use that 
backstop, but we have to prepare,” 
he said, and underlined that “Ire¬ 
land will never be left alone.” 

The European Parliament’s 
Brexit point man, Guy Verhof- 
stadt, noted that with the canceled 
vote in London “we have spiraled 
again into a new mess,” and he 
supported Juncker’s message. 

“Whatever the request may be 
we will never let down our Irish 
friends. It is out of the question 
to renegotiate the backstop,” Ver- 
hofstadt said. 

But Martin Callanan, Britain’s 
minister of state at the Depart¬ 
ment for Exiting the EU, insisted 
that “the U.K. cannot be trapped 
permanently in the backstop.” 

“It is very important that these 
have to be additional legally bind¬ 
ing reassurances,” he told report¬ 
ers in Brussels, adding that what 
lies ahead is “a difficult and com¬ 
plex negotiation.” 

If the Brexit agreement is ac¬ 
cepted by the U.K. Parliament, it 
must still be endorsed by the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament before March 
29. 

May arrived in Berlin on 
Tuesday for talks with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel before 
flying to Brussels for meetings 
with Juncker and EU Council 
President Donald Tusk, who will 
chair Thursday’s summit. 

Tusk has also ruled out renego¬ 
tiating the deal. 

A senior German official said 
May would not get any pledge of 
new negotiations while in Berlin. 
And he stressed that the chief 
negotiators were in Brussels, not 
the German capital. 

Asked as he arrived at a meet¬ 
ing in Brussels what May can ex¬ 
pect from Merkel, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Michael Roth replied: “I 
hope they will wish each other 
Merry Christmas, strength and 
all the best for the new year. It’s 
good to speak to each other, but 
there will certainly be no promis¬ 
es of any kind that we will reopen 
matters now and renegotiate.” 



Juncker 



Christophe Ena/AP 


A man walks his dog past a tag that reads “Happy Christmas Manu” in reference to French President 
Emmanuel Macron in Paris on Sunday. Workers on Sunday were clearing debris from protest riots. 


France tallies cost of protests 


Associated Press 

PARIS — The French government says tax relief 
and other fiscal measures announced by President 
Emmanuel Macron to try to calm nationwide pro¬ 
tests will cost between $9 billion and $11 billion. 

The figure was given by government spokesman 
Benjamin Griveaux, speaking Tuesday to broad¬ 
caster BFM-TV. 

After weeks of often violent demonstrations by so- 


called “yellow vest” protesters, Macron responded 
Monday with measures to boost the spending power 
of retirees and workers, including a 100-euro in¬ 
crease in the minimum monthly wage. 

Griveaux said the government will make savings 
in the state budget to help finance the measures. 

The protests, including blockades of roads, have 
also caused substantial economic losses to business¬ 
es that have lost customers in city and town centers 
hit by rioting. 


Johannesburg Zoo elephant’s fate 
up for debate after she loses mate 


By Christopher Torchia 

Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — When the last African el¬ 
ephant at the Johannesburg Zoo lost her male com¬ 
panion to illness in September, some people said 
39-year-old Lammie should be sent to a bigger sanc¬ 
tuary so she wouldn’t spend her final years alone. 

The debate is particularly sensitive because the 
world’s biggest land mammal is known for intelli¬ 
gence, strong social bonds and even the ability to 
grieve. 

The zoo now says Lammie is staying, and that a 
search for a new mate is underway. 

The case of Lammie, born in the zoo, echoes that of 
Happy, an Asian elephant that has lived at the Bronx 
Zoo in New York since 1977, including over a decade 
without another elephant in the same enclosure. 
Some activists say Happy should go to a sanctuary 
with other elephants, but the zoo said in 2016 that she 
is “healthy and comfortable,” has bonded with the 
people who care for her and has “tactile and auditory 
contact” with the zoo’s other two elephants. 

In Johannesburg, Lammie had lived for 17 years 
with Kinkel, a 35-year-old male elephant who was 
rescued in the wild after his trunk was caught in a 
snare in 2000. Since he died on Sept. 4, Lammie has 
been on her own, and some conservation groups say 
it’s time to move out. 

“Now that Lammie has lost her companion, she 
is in desperate need of a happier existence and the 
chance to live out her years with other elephants,” 
Audrey Delsink, wildlife director of Humane So¬ 
ciety International/Africa, said in a statement. She 
said many zoos around the world have recognized 
the “welfare challenges” of confining such a com¬ 
plex animal and that a sanctuary similar to the wild 
is ready to take Lammie if the Johannesburg Zoo 
agrees to let her go. 



Denis Farrell/AP 


Lammie, the last African elephant at the 
Johannesburg Zoo, is seen in her enclosure in 
June. 

South Africa’s NSPCA, an animal welfare group, 
appealed for an end to “the endless and redundant 
cycle of continuously condemning elephants to cap¬ 
tivity for many years to come.” 

The Johannesburg Zoo says it serves an educa¬ 
tional role and hosts visitors from low-income com¬ 
munities who don’t have the means to visit wildlife 
parks. But Michele Pickover, director of the EMS 
Foundation, which lobbies on African wildlife top¬ 
ics, said “nobody learns anything” by seeing a “tor¬ 
mented elephant” in an enclosure and that watching 
a documentary film about elephants would be more 
educational. 

Elephants in the wild, meanwhile, are threatened 
by poachers who have killed large numbers every 
year to supply ivory to consumers, particularly in 
parts of Asia. 

The Johannesburg Zoo is hoping to find another 
elephant to join Lammie in line with regulations set 
out by the World Association of Zoos and Aquari¬ 
ums, spokeswoman Jenny Moodley said. 
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Chinese diplomat 
vows to protect 
citizens abroad 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China’s foreign 
minister vowed Tuesday to protect 
its citizens abroad as a Canadian 
court decided whether to release 
a technology executive on bail in 
a case that has riled U.S.-Chinese 
relations. 

Beijing will “spare no effort” to 
protect against “any bullying that 
infringes the legitimate rights and 
interests of Chinese citizens,” For¬ 
eign Minister Wang Yi said at a 
conference in Shanghai. 

Wang didn’t mention the Hua- 
wei Technologies Ltd. executive, 
Meng Wanzhou, who was arrested 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, on 
U.S. charges related to possible vi¬ 
olations of trade sanctions against 
Iran. But a ministry spokesman, 
Lu Kang, said Wang was referring 
to cases of all Chinese abroad, in¬ 
cluding Meng. 

Meng’s Dec. 1 arrest came 
the same day Presidents Donald 
Trump and Xi Jinping agreed to 
a 90-day cease-fire in a tariff war 
over Beijing’s technology policy 
that threatens global commerce. 

The arrest prompted concern 
that trade talks might be derailed, 
but Beijing indicated Tuesday 
they were going ahead. 

China’s economy czar, Vice Pre¬ 
mier Liu He, talked by phone with 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and Trade Representa¬ 
tive Robert Lighthizer about the 
next round of negotiators, the Min¬ 
istry of Commerce announced. It 
gave no details on preparations. 

The two governments have tried 
to keep Meng’s case separate from 


The 

United 


the trade talks, but jitters among 
companies and investors have 
roiled global stock markets. 

Washington accuses Huawei 
of using a Hong Kong shell com¬ 
pany to sell 
£ equipment to 

Iran in viola¬ 
tion of U.S. 
sanctions. It 
says Meng 
and Huawei 
misled banks 
about the 
company’s 
business deal¬ 
ings in Iran. 

A judge 
in Vancou¬ 
ver, Justice 
William Eh- 
rcke, said a 
conspiracy bail hearing 

would contin¬ 
ue Tuesday 
for a third 
Huang Yanbin day. 

convenience Meng’s ar- 
store manager in r ®f t J 135 set 
Beijing debate on- 
B line in China 
over whether 
to protest by boycotting Apple 
Inc., whose iPhone is a rival to 
Huawei’s smartphone brand. 

Nationalists called for consum¬ 
ers to support Chinese brands, a 
popular rallying cry in previous 
conflicts with Japan, the United 
States, South Korea and other gov¬ 
ernments. But in an unusual devel¬ 
opment, an equally large number 
of internet users criticized such 
calls as reckless. 

“I feel ready to set off a cam¬ 
paign to boycott the iPhone and 


doesn’t 
seem to 
be a very 
honorable 
country. 

I think 
there is a 


behind 

this.' 



HUAWei 


-m* 1 . 


mm 


Andy Wong/AP 


A woman walks by a Huawei store at a shopping mall in Beijing on Tuesday. An executive of Huawei, a 
Chinese technology firm, being held in Canada is at the center of an international dispute. 


use Huawei mobile phones,” said a 
comment on the Sina Weibo social 
media service. Another accused 
protesters of “blindly boycot¬ 
ting American goods” and said 
“it would be useful to gain more 
knowledge” before acting. 

Chipmaker Qualcomm Inc. said 
Monday a Chinese court ordered 
a halt to imports of older Apple 
iPhone models in a patent dispute. 
The order was dated Nov. 30, ac¬ 
cording to Qualcomm, the day be¬ 
fore Meng’s arrest. 

Huawei, the biggest global sup¬ 
plier of network gear for phone 
and internet companies, is the 
target of U.S. security concerns. 
Washington has pressured other 
countries to limit use of its tech¬ 
nology, warning they could be 
opening themselves up to surveil¬ 
lance and theft of information. 


Washington wants to “limit 
Huawei’s development” as a tech¬ 
nology competitor, said Huang 
Yanbin, a convenience store man¬ 
ager in Beijing. 

“The United States doesn’t 
seem to be a very honorable coun¬ 
try,” said Huang. “I think there is 
a conspiracy behind this.” 

On Monday, a Canadian pros¬ 
ecutor, John Gibb-Carsley, asked 
the court to reject Meng’s bail 
request. He said she has vast re¬ 
sources and a strong incentive to 
flee because the U.S. fraud charg¬ 
es carry a possible maximum 
prison term of 30 years. 

Gibb-Carsley told the judge that 
if he does grant bail, it should in¬ 
clude house arrest. 

David Martin, Meng’s lawyer, 
said Meng was willing to put up 
assets and cash worth a total of 15 


million Canadian dollars, or $11.2 
million, as bond and wear an ankle 
monitor. 

Huawei said in a statement that 
it had “every confidence that the 
Canadian and U.S. legal systems 
will reach a just conclusion.” 

Meng’s arrest has added to 
U.S.-China trade tensions amid 
a fight over Beijing’s technology 
strategy. 

The United States has slapped 
tariffs on $250 billion in Chinese 
imports in response to complaints 
Beijing steals American technol¬ 
ogy and forces U.S. companies to 
turn over trade secrets. 

Tariffs on $200 billion of those 
imports were scheduled to rise 
from 10 percent to 25 percent on 
Jan. 1, but Trump agreed to post¬ 
pone those by 90 days while the 
two sides negotiate. 


Yemen’s warring sides discuss expanding shaky truce 


Associated Press 

CAIRO — Delegations from Yemen’s 
warring sides discussed expanding a shaky 
truce in the key port city of Hodeida on 
Monday. However, neither side appeared 
ready to agree on initial draft proposals 
hoped for by the United Nations, which is 
sponsoring talks in Sweden and seeks to 
resume needed aid deliveries by sea. 

One draft document obtained by The 
Associated Press showed an initial 16- 
point proposal to stop all fighting and have 
all troops withdraw to the city limits and, 
later, outside the province while allowing 


U.N. oversight and setting up a local, pre¬ 
war administration. Representatives from 
both sides mentioned only preliminary 
proposals that were not accepted. 

The talks, held in a castle outside Stock¬ 
holm, have so far focused on implementing 
a broad prisoner swap between represen¬ 
tatives from Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels and the internationally recognized 
government supported by the U.S. and a 
Saudi-led coalition. They met for a fifth 
day Monday. 

“As always, in any round of talks, ideas 
are brought forward, and they could be 


preliminary, they could have just been 
thrown out on the table,” said Ali Hus¬ 
sein Ashal, from the government delega¬ 
tion. “And a lot of the ideas which have 
been brought forward previously, in other 
rounds of talks, the Houthis have refused 
many of them.” 

Earlier rebel delegation member Gamal 
Amer said his side had rejected a propos¬ 
al, although it was unclear if it was the 
same one or if multiple drafts existed. 

He said only that the rebels had submit¬ 
ted “substantive observations” about it. 

Also Monday, a similar draft document 


circulated outlining a gradual drawdown 
of the conflict in the central city of Taiz. 

United Nations special envoy Martin 
Griffiths has said he wants to “take Ho¬ 
deida out of the war” in hopes that inter¬ 
national aid deliveries can resume through 
the port and the country can avert famine. 

The war has killed tens of thousands and 
made Yemen the site of the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis, with 22 million of its 
29 million people in need of aid, according 
to the U.N. The two sides have for months 
been locked in a stalemated fight over 
Hodeida. 


Iran confirms recent ballistic missile test that US condemned 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran has 
confirmed a recent ballistic mis¬ 
sile test that was condemned by 
the United States. 

The semiofficial Fars news 


agency on Tuesday quoted Gen. 
Amir Ali Hajizadeh as saying 
the test was an “important one.” 
Hajizadeh, who leads the Revo¬ 
lutionary Guard’s aerospace di¬ 
vision, said the American outcry 


“indicates that the test was very 
important to them.” 

The U.S. seized on the missile 
test to urge European countries 
to follow its lead in restoring 
tough sanctions on Iran. 


Under the 2015 nuclear accord, 
Iran was urged to cease its test¬ 
ing of ballistic missiles, but the 
agreement does not forbid such 
tests. 

President Donald Trump with¬ 


drew the U.S. from the landmark 
agreement in May despite Iran’s 
continued compliance. European 
nations have been working to sal¬ 
vage the agreement, which curbs 
Iran’s uranium enrichment. 
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Ring reappears 9 years 
after being flushed 

|y I SOMERS POINT — A 
Irl 3 southern New Jersey 
woman has her wedding ring back, 
nine years after she accidentally 
flushed it down her toilet. 

Paula Stanton was sure the dia¬ 
mond-encrusted gold ring was lost 
forever after she noticed it wasn’t 
on her finger while she was clean¬ 
ing her bathroom. 

Luckily, a member of Somers 
Point’s public works department 
remembered Stanton mentioning 
the ring about three years ago. 

Ted Gogol was doing mainte¬ 
nance work near a manhole about 
400 feet from Stanton’s house. He 
told the Press of Atlantic City he 
saw a shiny object sitting the mud. 
It turned out to be Stanton’s ring, 
and after boiling it in peroxide 
and lemon juice she is wearing it 
again. 


Rat found in vending 
machine at high school 

P| DELRAY BEACH 
I L — Students at a Florida 
high school found an unwelcome 
surprise in a vending machine: a 
rat climbing the rows of packaged 
snacks and drinks. 

Video of the rat shot by an 11th- 
grader quickly spread on social 
media among students at Atlantic 
Community High School in Del¬ 
ray Beach. 

In the video aired by news sta¬ 
tion WPTV, the brown rat ap¬ 
pears as large as a snack-size bag 
of chips. 

A Palm Beach County Schools 
statement said the vending ma¬ 
chine was quickly locked Tuesday 
to keep students from using it. 

The district says the vending 
machine company was alerted 
and an exterminator was called 
to the school. 


THE CENSUS 

835 


The number of tuba players who performed “Silent Night” on Friday at a Kansas City, Mo., arena, smash¬ 
ing a Guinness World Record. The previous record was 502 tuba players in California in 2007. The concert 
was part of the annual TubaChristmas event, which is organized by the Kansas City Symphony. Symphony 
Executive Director Frank Byrne said the musicians ranged in age from 11 to 86. A Guinness official was on 
hand to verify the feat. 




Ryan Hermens, Rapid City (S.D.) Journal/AP 


Mares donated to boost ■ , , , 

Chincoteague population TI16 PUCK StOpS tlGT© 


Family members and friends play a pick-up game of ice hockey at Wilson Park in Rapid City, S.D., on Sunday. 


WJl CHINCOTEAGUE 
w r\ — Three Chincoteague 
ponies have returned to their 
ancestral Virginia island to help 
boost the herd’s population. 

Chincoteague Volunteer Fire 
Co. spokeswoman Denise Bowden 
wrote in a Facebook post that this 
year has been one of the most dif¬ 
ficult in terms of herd loss. The 
fire company manages the wild 
herd. 

This month’s additions to the 
herd are all mares. Oreo, Star 
and Treasure are genetically 
Chincoteague ponies, but the 
Chincoteague Pony Pedigree 
Database says Star was bom in 
Texas. 

Police investigate theft 
of $5K worth of wine 

KIU H00KSETT — New 

Irl Hampshire state police 
are investigating the theft of about 
$5,000 worth of wine from a state 
liquor store over several weeks. 

Police said the thefts happened 
at the Interstate 93 northbound 
store in Hooksett. 

Police are requesting the 
public’s assistance in identify¬ 
ing a woman who is a person of 
interest. 


Dogs get snow boots at 
this police department 

Q RAPID CITY — A po- 
lice dog in South Dako¬ 
ta is learning how to walk a beat 
in snow boots. 

Video posted by the Rapid City 
police department shows Jary 
trying to adjust having the boots 
on its paws. The dog awkwardly 
lifts its legs while getting used to 
the new boots. 

The department says it equips 
its officers for the chilly weather, 
“even the furry ones!” 

Dumped pets create 
big problems for lake 

TKI KN0 XVILLE — Work- 
I Irl ers in Knoxville have 
removed three truckloads of in¬ 
vasive weeds from a local lake, 
including aquarium grasses that 
officials believe were dumped 
there by residents. 

The Knoxville News Sentinel 
reported the city has spent nearly 
$760,000 cleaning up the one-acre 
lake in Fountain City Park. 

Efforts to clean the lake have 


been going on for more than 30 
years. 

First, the feces from abandoned 
pet ducks created a massive algae 
problem. Once the algae was 
under control, the invasive grass¬ 
es took over. 

David Hagerman, a stormwa¬ 
ter engineer for the city, told the 
paper that people may intend to 
give their aquarium inhabitants 
a chance at life. But he says the 
reality is the animals have al¬ 
most no chance of survival and 
the exotic plants overtake native 
vegetation. 

Man accused of setting 
holiday decor on fire 

Q SUMMERVILLE — A 
South Carolina man is 
accused of setting a Summerville 
home and his neighbors’ Christ¬ 
mas decor on fire. 

News outlets reported Camer¬ 
on Lewis Baun, 29, was arrested 
Friday and charged with arson. 
Summerville police said officers 
responded to reports of someone 
lighting several neighbors’ per¬ 
sonal property on fire. 


Police said Baun was detained 
for setting fire to Christmas orna¬ 
ments and igniting a decoration of 
a snowman at another home. Po¬ 
lice said Summerville Fire Res¬ 
cue also responded and fought a 
house fire believed to have been 
started by Baun. 

A police report said Baun also 
is accused of breaking into a ga¬ 
rage of another home and trying 
to set it on fire. 

EMT’s license suspended 
for drunken drive to call 

|IJ| r BATH — A Maine 
I w 1t firefighter who plead¬ 
ed guilty to driving under the 
influence while working as a 
paramedic has been sentenced to 
a 150-day license suspension. 

The Bangor Daily News re¬ 
ported James Perry, 55, was also 
ordered to pay a $500 fine during 
his sentencing. 

Perry was responding to a sus¬ 
pected drowning in Bath in Sep¬ 
tember as a paramedic for Mid 
Coast Hospital when police say 
they noticed signs of impairment. 

Police arrested Perry, and 


court documents show his blood 
alcohol level was tested at 0.08 
percent. 

Police later determined there 
was no drowning. 

A spokeswoman for the hospi¬ 
tal said Friday that Perry is no 
longer employed there. 

Observation wheel to 
remain through June 

LJ CINCINNATI — The 
^1 Cincinnati USA Re¬ 
gional Chamber said the large 
SkyStar observation wheel will 
remain in the city through June 
2019. 

Officials said the mobile ob¬ 
servation wheel was supposed to 
be moved on Dec. 2. WCPO-TV 
reported an estimated 100,000 
people have ridden the attraction 
since it first arrived in August. 

SkyStar official Todd Schneider 
said the people of Cincinnati have 
been very welcoming, saying, 
“We’re thrilled to stay another 
six months.” 

From wire reports 
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Sequel to her success 

Dolly Parton builds on other film hits with song from ‘Dumplin’ 


By Mike Cidoni Lennox 

Associated Press 

D olly Parton says she never really aspired 
to be “The Girl in the Movies,” the title of 
her Golden Globe-nominated song from 
the new dramedy “Dumplin’.” 

Co-written with hit machine Linda Perry, the song 
expresses the rebellious, plus-sized title character’s 
secret longing to fit in, to have happy Hollywood 
endings —just like “the girl in the movies.” 

While Parton said she could relate to many ele¬ 
ments of the song’s lyrics, “I never had a dream of 
being on the screen. I figured I’d grow into that, and 
I did. But my music was most important.” 

Parton was a country superstar and had crossed 
over to the pop charts with the 1977 smash “Here 
You Come Again” when Hollywood called. 

“I had been approached about acting in some 
things, but I wasn’t quite ready,” she recalled. “Then 
Jane (Fonda) came to me and said that they want 
to do this movie with me and Lily (Tomlin), and I 
thought, ‘Well, this is the perfect time, if I’m ever 
going to do it, because if it was a hit, we could all 
take credit. But if it was a flop, I could blame it on 
them,”’ Parton explained, with a laugh. 

The film, the searing workplace comedy “9 to 5,” 
became the No. 2 box-office film released in 1980 
behind only “The Empire Strikes Back,” accord¬ 
ing to Box Office Mojo. “9 to 5” also inspired Par- 
ton’s only solo pop-chart topper, a TV series and a 
Broadway musical. The title song earned Parton an 
Oscar nomination, and Parton’s new compositions 
for the stage musical were honored with a Tony 
nomination. 

Parton, 72, went on to score a handful of other 
box-office successes as an actress, including the 
screen adaptations of the stage hits “The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas” (1982) and “Steel Magno¬ 
lias” (1989). And she provided her voice to the 2011 


animated blockbuster “Gnomeo and Juliet.” 

But it’s as a songwriter where Parton has perhaps 
scored biggest on film, with Whitney Houston’s 
explosive cover of Parton’s plaintive ballad “I Will 
Always Love You” from 1992’s “The Bodyguard” 
becoming one of the best-selling singles of all time. 

“People always tell me, ‘I thought that was Whit¬ 
ney’s song. I didn’t know you wrote it. I thought she 
wrote it,”’ Parton said, with a smile, adding, “And 
I tell them, ‘She can have the credit. I’ll just take 
the cash.’” 

The song “9 to 5” has been a gift that keeps 
on giving for Parton, too. Parton’s original 
recording accompanied a back-to-work 
montage in this spring’s “Deadpool 2.” 

Like the song, the nearly 40-year- 
old “9 to 5” movie continues to reso¬ 
nate with contemporary audiences 
— and little wonder, since it tack¬ 
les pay-parity issues, as well as 
sexual harassment. 

Cue the sequel. 

“Pat Resnick (who co-wrote the 
original film) and (actress-direc¬ 
tor) Rashida Jones are working on 
a new script,” Parton said. “Fox 
already bought it. Jane, Lily and 1 
said, ‘Yes, we would do it,’ and there 
will be three new girls in it, too. Forty 
years later, it’s still addressing a lot of 
those issues we had back then.” 

Parton said plans are to shoot the 
film next year. “Dumplin”’ opens in se¬ 
lect cinemas and debuts on Netflix this 
weekend. The Golden Globe Awards will be 
presented Jan. 6 in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

The Recording Academy will honor Parton 
for her musical and philanthropic work as 2019 
MusiCares Person of the Year on Feb. 8, two days 
before the 61st Grammy Awards in Los Angeles. 



Gifford to leave NBC’s 


‘Today’ show in April 


Associated Press 

Kathie Lee Gifford will be put¬ 
ting aside her morning glass of 
wine and will step away from the 
NBC’s “Today” show in April. 

NBC News chief Noah Op- 
penheim told staffers Tuesday 
morning that Gifford will leave 
after 11 years on the show, most 
recently hosting the 10 a.m. hour 
alongside Hoda Kotb and sipping 
plenty of reds. 

In a memo to staff, Oppenheim 
called Gifford, 65, “one of the 
most enduring and endearing 
talents in morning television. In 
short — she is a legend.” He said 
she will focus on her film, music 
and book projects. 

In the memo, Oppenheim said 
Gifford said she was leaving “with 
a grateful heart but I’m truly ex¬ 
cited for this new creative season 
in my life.” 

Globes honor will be 
named after Burnett 

The Golden Globe Awards 
will introduce a new TV spe¬ 
cial achievement trophy at next 
month’s telecast and name it after 
its first recipient — comedic icon 
Carol Burnett. 


The Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association said Tuesday the 
Carol Burnett Award—the small- 
screen version of the group’s film 
counterpart, the Cecil B. DeMi- 
lle Award — will annually honor 
someone “who has made out¬ 
standing contributions to televi¬ 
sion on or off the screen.” 

The first Carol Burnett Award 
will, fittingly, go to Burnett, a 
five-time Golden Globe winner 
who was the first woman to host 
a variety sketch show, “The Carol 
Burnett Show.” 

In a statement, association 
President Meher Tatna said: “We 
are profoundly grateful for her 
contributions to the entertain¬ 
ment industry and honored to cel¬ 
ebrate her legacy forever at the 
Golden Globes.” 

‘Modern Family' star 
had second transplant 

“Modern Family” star Sarah 
Hyland said she had a second kid¬ 
ney transplant last year, replac¬ 
ing a kidney from her father with 
another from her brother. 

Hyland details her lifelong 
health struggles in an interview 
in Self magazine, and tweeted 
Monday that she hopes it “spreads 


awareness of organ donation” and 
“brings a sense of support” to the 
chronically ill. 

Hyland, 28, was born with 
kidney dysplasia, which causes 
cysts to grow on underdeveloped 
kidneys. 

Her father was the donor for 
her first transplant in 2012, and 
when her body began rejecting 
that kidney, and dialysis treat¬ 
ments didn’t help, she had a sec¬ 
ond transplant in September of 
2017, this time with her younger 
brother as donor. 

Hyland has appeared on the 
ABC series “Modern Family” 
since she was 18. 

DuVernay, Witherspoon 
join up for auction 

Ava DuVernay, Reese Wither¬ 
spoon, Geena Davis and Kerry 
Washington are among the Hol¬ 
lywood figures teaming up to 
mark the one-year anniversary 
of Time’s Up with a celebrity auc¬ 
tion to benefit the group’s legal 
fund. 

The Time’s Up campaign kicked 
off at the Golden Globes in Janu¬ 
ary. To date, the legal fund has 
raised more than $22 million. 

Among the items on auction 


will be an opportunity to attend 
a post-production session with 
director DuVernay on her Net¬ 
flix miniseries “Central Park 
5,” a coffee date with Davis and 
meet-and-greets with Wither¬ 
spoon at the “Big Little Lies” sea¬ 
son 2 premiere, or Washington at 
her Broadway show, “American 
Son.” 

The Time’s Up Legal Defense 
Fund says that to date it has con¬ 
nected more than 3,750 women 
and men to legal resources. 

Other news 

■ Grammy Award-winning 
band Imagine Dragons will per¬ 
form at halftime of the College 
Football Playoff championship 
game on Jan. 7 at Levi’s Stadium 
in Santa Clara, Calif., ESPN and 
Interscope Records announced 
Monday. 

■ A production assistant on 
the Starz network drama series 
“Power” was struck and killed 
by a vehicle while setting up traf¬ 
fic cones for a film production in 
Brooklyn. Police say 63-year-old 
Pedro Jimenez, of Manhattan, 
was pronounced dead at a hospital 
following the accident just before 
4:30 a.m. Monday. Production on 



Kathie Lee Gifford is leaving 
“Today” after 11 years. 


the series has been suspended. 

■ Court TV is being revived, 
after dying in 2007 when its sup¬ 
ply of high-profile trials ended. 
Katz Networks said Monday it 
will start the network again in 
May, and already has commit¬ 
ments to show it in about half of 
the American homes with televi¬ 
sion service. The 24-hour network 
was popular in the 1990s when 
the O.J. Simpson and Menendez 
brothers trial absorbed attention, 
but was folded and turned into the 
crime-oriented network truTV. 
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Church: Nuns embezzled 
school funds to gamble 


* Sister Mary Margaret and Sister Lana have 
expressed to me ... the deep remorse they each 
feel for their actions, f 

Monsignor Michael Meyers 


By John Rogers 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Two nuns 
who worked for decades at a 
Catholic school in California em¬ 
bezzled a “substantial” amount 
of money from tuition and other 
funds and used it to pay for gam¬ 
bling trips to Las Vegas, church 
officials said Monday. 

The embezzlement from Saint 
James Catholic School in Tor¬ 
rance appears to have gone on for 
as long as 10 years, Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles media relations 
Director Adrian Alarcon said. 

During that time, Sister Mary 
Margaret Kreuper was the 
school’s principal and Sister Lana 
Chang taught eighth-grade stu¬ 
dents. Both retired earlier this 
year. Neither has been charged 
with a crime. 

The amount taken from tuition 
payments and other funds is still 
being tabulated, Alarcon said, 
adding she couldn’t confirm some 
reports that said it was as much 
as $500,000. 


In a letter to parents, Monsi¬ 
gnor Michael Meyers called it 
“substantial.” 

“This matter came to our at¬ 
tention during financial reviews 
in connection with the change 
in leadership at our school,” he 
said, adding that no one else was 
implicated. 

Alarcon said it is routine to con¬ 
duct such a review after a princi¬ 
pal retires. 

Neither nun could be immedi¬ 
ately reached for comment. 

Meyers said both nuns ac¬ 
knowledged the theft when 
confronted, apologized and are 
cooperating with an ongoing 
investigation. He said they and 
their order, the Sisters of St. Jo¬ 
seph of Carondelet, have prom¬ 


ised to pay back the money. 

“Sister Mary Margaret and Sis¬ 
ter Lana have expressed to me, 
and asked that I convey to you, 
the deep remorse they each feel 
for their actions and ask for your 
forgiveness and prayers,” Meyers 
said in his letter. “They and their 
order pray that you have not lost 
trust or faith in the educators and 
administrators of the school.” 

The archdiocese has notified 
police, but Meyers said church of¬ 
ficials don’t plan to press charges 
at this point and instead want to 
see the matter resolved internally 
with the money repaid and the 
nuns disciplined by their order. 

Sister Mary Margaret worked 
at the school for 29 years. Sister 
Lana taught there for 20 years. 


Scientists: Another mass of warm water 
is slowly re-emerging in Gulf of Alaska 


Associated Press 

JUNEAU, Alaska — Another 
mass of warmer than normal 
water is slowly re-emerging in the 
Gulf of Alaska, scientists said. 

The new “blob” could affect 
weather and fisheries in south¬ 
eastern Alaska, but scientists 
said it doesn’t appear as strong 
as the first one in 2013, KTOO 
Public Media in Juneau reported 
Monday. 

Washington state climatologist 
Nick Bond coined the term “blob” 
to refer to the water mass in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

“Without winds to draw heat 
out of the ocean and to mix up 
colder water from below, the 
near-surface waters, again, got 
quite a bit warmer than normal,” 
Bond said. 

The gulf water is about 4 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit warmer than 
normal, but it is not as hot or as 
deep as the 2013 blob. 


“This isn’t 
the new nor¬ 
mal,” Bond 
said. “But 
still, it’s kind 
of alarming 
that we’re 
talking about 
this sort of 
thing again 
so soon.” 

The blob¬ 
like condi¬ 
tions could 
... . lead to milder 

thing again weather in 
SO soon. ^ southeast- 
w - . r, . ern Alaska, 

~SgsS?S3 

climatologist 

said Rick 
Thoman, a climatologist with the 
Alaska Center for Climate As¬ 
sessment and Policy. 
Southeastern Alaska is al- 


This isn’t 
the new 
normal. 
But still, 
it’s kind of 
alarming 
that we’re 
talking 
about this 
sort of 


ready seeing warmer-than-nor- 
mal weather. Juneau’s November 
was 5 degrees above normal, ac¬ 
cording to the National Weather 
Service. 

The warmer weather could 
disrupt fish behavior. The previ¬ 
ous warm ocean conditions likely 
contributed to shifts in pollock 
spawn timing and extended the 
range of salmon. 

Andy Piston, a pink and chum 
salmon project leader with the 
state Department of Fish and 
Game, said a weak pink salmon 
run of 18 million is projected for 
next season. The last blob’s ef¬ 
fects were not uniform on pink 
salmon runs, he said. 

“Some stocks did outstanding, 
and some stocks right next door 
did very poorly. A lot did aver¬ 
age,” Piston said. “So part of the 
problem is that we don’t know 
exactly where in the ocean indi¬ 
vidual stocks are going, for the 
most part.” 


Delta cracks down on support animals 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — If you’re plan¬ 
ning a flight longer than eight 
hours, Delta Air Lines says you 
can’t bring an emotional-support 
animal with you. 

The rules for pups are get¬ 
ting tighter too. Neither support 
animals nor trained service ani¬ 


mals will be allowed on any Delta 
flights if they are under 4 months 
old. 

Delta said the changes take ef¬ 
fect Dec. 18. 

The airline said exceptions will 
be made until Feb. 1 for custom¬ 
ers who already bought a ticket 
and asked to bring a support 
animal. 


Airlines are tightening rules 
on animals, saying their numbers 
have skyrocketed and some have 
relieved themselves or bitten 
other animals — and in one case, 
a Delta passenger. 

People who fill out the forms 
to travel with a support animal 
avoid pet-carriage fees. 



Time Magazine/AP 

Time magazine calls the group it has selected as 2018 Person of 
the Year “guardians” of the truth. 


4 journalists, newspaper 
named Person of the Year 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Time maga¬ 
zine named four journalists and a 
newspaper on Tuesday as its 2018 
Person of the Year for standing 
up for the truth in the face of per¬ 
secution and violence. 

The group, which Time calls 
the “guardians,” includes slain 
Saudi journalist Jamal Khashog- 
gi; the Capital Gazette in Annap¬ 
olis, Md., where five people were 
shot and killed at the newspaper’s 
offices in June; Philippine jour¬ 
nalist Maria Ressa, who has been 
arrested; and Reuters journalists 
Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, who 
have been detained in Myanmar 
for nearly a year. 

“They are representative of a 
broader fight by countless others 
around the world — as of Dec. 10, 
at least 52 journalists have been 
murdered in 2018 — who risk all 
to tell the story of our time,” Edi¬ 
tor-in-Chief Edward Felsenthal 
wrote in an essay. 

Time selected them “for taking 
great risks in pursuit of greater 
truths, for the imperfect but es¬ 
sential quest for facts that are 
central to civil discourse, for 
speaking up and speaking out.” 

Khashoggi was killed two 
months ago when The Washing¬ 
ton Post columnist, who had lived 
in the U.S., visited Saudi Arabia’s 
consulate in Turkey for paper¬ 
work so he could get married. 
He had been critical of the Saudi 
regime. 

Reesa is an award-winning 
Philippine journalist who, along 
with the online news service she 
heads, has been sued for tax eva¬ 


sion. Her website has been critical 
of the government of Philippines 
President Rodrigo Duterte, and 
she claims the charges are politi¬ 
cally motivated. 

Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo have 
been imprisoned for nearly a year 
in Myanmar after investigating a 
massacre of Rohingya Muslims. 

Four journalists and a sales as¬ 
sistant 

i_ M were 

killed 
by a 
gunman 
at the 
Capital 
Gazette 
newspa¬ 
per in 
June. 

Since 
1927, 
Time 
has se¬ 
lected 

Edward Felsenthal individ- 
Time editor-in-chief uals or 
groups 


They are 
representative 
of a broader 
fight by 
countless 
others around 
the world ... 
who risk all to 
tell the story 
of our time . f 


pear on its covers for the end- 
of-the-year feature. This was the 
first time someone named was no 
longer alive. Those chosen this 
year will appear in four different 
cover photos. 

President Donald Trump, who 
was chosen Person of the Year in 
2016, was second runner-up. 

“His ultimate impact may be 
determined as much by the re¬ 
sistance he engenders as by the 
goals he pursues,” the magazine 
said. 

Special prosecutor Robert 
Mueller was third runner-up. 
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By Eli Lake 

Bloomberg Opinion 

W hen employees first learned of 
the Google project known as 
Dragonfly, there was an inter¬ 
nal uprising. 

It is easy to see why. The project, a 
search engine for China, would not only 
help a totalitarian regime censor the web, 
it could also track internet users. Thou¬ 
sands of Googlers, as they are known, 
eventually went public with their opposi¬ 
tion, signing an open letter in protest of the 
project. Is it any surprise that a company 
that canceled a contract with the Pentagon 
to sort through drone video images would 
be queasy about helping the Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party consolidate control over its 
people? 

But there is another view within Google: 
that Dragonfly is not diametrical but cru¬ 
cial to the company’s mission. These em¬ 
ployees — some 500 of them so far — have 
also signed a letter making their case on 
an internal company message board. In¬ 
terestingly, the campaign was organized 
by Chinese nationals inside Google. 

The letter, which Techcrunch first re¬ 
ported last month, argues that Google 
needs to at least try to get back into China 
before writing off a country of almost 1.4 
billion people. “The standards of accept¬ 
able surveillance are unclear,” says an ap¬ 
pendix to the letter, which Techcrunch did 
not publish. (I obtained it independently 
from a source inside the company, who 
also told me about its provenance.) 

Google has yet to announce its plans for 
Dragonfly. But one core issue raised by 
this letter goes far beyond Google: how 
the Chinese government pressures and 
deploys its citizens in order to expand its 
power and influence. 

It sounds paranoid. But the role of Chi¬ 
nese citizens in Chinese statecraft is rais¬ 
ing concerns in official and unofficial 
Washington. Members of Congress have 


By John M. Crisp 

Tribune News Service 

C ount me among those who take a 
skeptical view of Mohammed bin 
Salman, crown prince of Saudi 
Arabia. 

This photogenic future king first attract¬ 
ed notice as a potential reformer with in¬ 
clinations toward openness and modernity. 
Movie theaters reopened in Saudi Arabia; 
some women were allowed to drive. 

But other women were jailed and report¬ 
edly tortured for agitating for their rights. 
Wealthy Saudis were detained and extort¬ 
ed without due process. Saudi Arabia is a 
land where citizens can be publicly decapi¬ 
tated or flogged. And MBS, as he is known, 
gives no indication of concern about the 
stunning humanitarian crisis in Yemen 
brought on by Saudi involvement in that 
country’s civil war. 

And let’s face it: We can be pretty sure 
that the prince ordered or approved the 
murder and dismemberment of his most 
prominent critic, Jamal Khashoggi. 

But when a crown prince and his coun¬ 
try behave like this, what is the proper re¬ 
sponse from a country like ours, which has 
a deep commitment to the rule of law and 
to morality above self-interest? 

Or do we? President Donald Trump’s ap¬ 
proach to the Khashoggi murder has been 
transactional. I don’t remember using 
the word “transactional” much before 
2016, but during the Trump era, this use¬ 
ful word’s meaning is clear enough: Our 


The role of Chinese citizens 
in Chinese statecraft is 
raising concerns in official 
and unofficial Washington. 


warned about Chinese students in U.S. 
universities. The Justice Department has a 
new initiative aimed in part at prosecuting 
unregistered Chinese agents of influence. 

Chinese defense universities often task 
promising students with missions to ob¬ 
tain valuable technology abroad, for ex¬ 
ample, according to a recent report from 
the Hoover Institution. Larry Diamond, a 
senior fellow at Hoover, told me, “If you 
understand how China operates, it would 
be shocking to the point of disbelief if they 
were not in an organized fashion trying to 
penetrate Google.” 

Google has a difficult history in China. 
As my Bloomberg colleague Mark Ber¬ 
gen has reported, Google’s leadership was 
initially (and cautiously) optimistic about 
bringing its search engine to China in 2006. 
Google developed a compromise with the 
Chinese government: Users would be in¬ 
formed when search results were being 
filtered. By 2009, however, that optimism 
had turned to dread with the discovery that 
hackers had stolen information on Chinese 
dissidents, along with source code for the 
company’s treasured search engine. 

Even after the hack, Google — like all 
Silicon Valley companies — continued 
to hire Chinese engineers and computer 
scientists. Spokesmen for Google would 
not comment on the record, nor did they 
provide information on how many of the 
80,000 employees of Alphabet, Google’s 
parent company, are Chinese nationals. 

Chinese nationals inside Google have at 
times clashed with its techno-libertarian 
culture. One infamous example, detailed 
in a book by the former head of Google’s 


American sense of morality and decency is 
all well and good at home, but in the practi¬ 
cal, dangerous external world, where arms 
sales and valuable resources such as petro¬ 
leum are at stake, sometimes we just have 
to look away from human rights violations 
rather than put our interests at risk just 
because one Arab has murdered another 
one. 

This would not be the first time that 
we’ve compromised abroad the moral 
principles that we cherish at home, nor is 
Trump the first president to adopt a see- 
no-evil attitude toward an unprincipled 
leader like MBS. 

In fact, a black-and-white, all-or-nothing 
moral position has always been extremely 
difficult to maintain in the practical world. 
We abhor torture, for example, and most 
Americans — though not all, by any means 
— condemn it in the strongest terms. But 
it doesn’t take much brutality or despera¬ 
tion or threat or fear — in war or after 9/11, 
for example — to overcome our principled 
rejection of torture, and, in no time, we’re 
subjecting enemy combatants and suspect¬ 
ed terrorists to various forms of torture, 
the same as everyone else. 

In fact, the neuroscientist and public in¬ 
tellectual Sam Harris has searched in vain 
for a philosophical distinction between 
the most severe torture that we might 
imagine and the American firebombing of 
Germany and Japan during World War II, 
which resulted in the deaths of hundreds of 
thousands of innocent civilians, including 


“people operations,” comes from 2008, 
when the company cafeteria offered em¬ 
ployees a “Free Tibet Goji-Chocolate 
Creme Pie.” This offended a Chinese na¬ 
tional at the company, who sent an email 
to Chief Executive Larry Page. The chef 
was immediately suspended — then, after 
a companywide email thread that at the 
time was the longest in Google history, re¬ 
instated. An engineer who was at Google 
at the time told me the whole controversy 
was “ridiculous.” 

The Tibetan pie incident is trivial com¬ 
pared with the implications of Dragonfly. 
But the basic issue is the same: Chinese 
citizens are subjects of a totalitarian gov¬ 
ernment. This does not mean that every 
Chinese national at Google is a spy or a 
plant. It does mean that Chinese Googlers 
are more likely to face pressure from their 
government than Googlers who come from 
more open societies. Just like the old Soviet 
Union, the Chinese state views its people 
as its appendages. 

Is Google taking this issue seriously? A 
Google spokesman told me that the compa¬ 
ny has no special screening mechanism for 
hiring Chinese nationals — such as wheth¬ 
er their relatives are senior members of 
the Communist Party or whether they 
were schooled at universities entwined 
with the military — beyond what the com¬ 
pany does to verify the employment histo¬ 
ry and expertise of any other prospective 
employees. 

Ten years ago, that approach would not 
have been controversial. The West was still 
optimistic that, over time, China would be¬ 
come a more open economy and society. 
Indeed, companies like Google were sup¬ 
posed to help make China “more like us.” 
Now it’s becoming clearer that it’s just as 
likely to be the other way around. 

Eli Lake is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist 
covering national security and foreign policy. He 
was the senior national security correspondent 
for the Daily Beast and covered national security 
and intelligence for The Washington Times, the 
New York Sun and UPI. 


many, many children. 

If we, a putative “Christian nation,” can 
find ways to rationalize — and we do — the 
excruciating deaths of thousands of chil¬ 
dren, why would we be reluctant to torture 
a suspect in order to obtain information 
that could prevent a terrorist attack? 

I don’t have a good answer for this co¬ 
nundrum. Complete moral consistency 
may be just an elusive aspiration, beyond 
the reach of any of us except, perhaps, 
monks and devoted ascetics. 

But the fact that we can’t always sort 
out the complicated moral cases doesn’t 
relieve us of the obligation to act morally 
in straightforward cases that abound with 
clarity. 

Mohammed bin Salman’s murder of 
Jamal Khashoggi is such a case. Our re¬ 
sponse calls for more rigor than a dismis¬ 
sive “Maybe he did, maybe he didn’t.” 
Some politicians and officials have claimed 
a more demanding moral high ground, but 
one has the feeling that our outrage won’t 
last long, and soon we’ll be back to busi¬ 
ness as usual with MBS. 

This is unfortunate. Doing the right 
thing — or even knowing what the right 
thing is — isn’t always easy. But the failure 
to act when the moral case is clear makes 
it more difficult to act when the case is 
complicated. Once we drift too far toward 
a self-serving, “transactional” amorality, it 
will be difficult to ever find our way back. 

John M. Crisp, an op-ed columnist for Tribune 
News Service, lives in Georgetown, Texas. 


The slippery slope of transactional justification 
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I NEED YOU TO 
WRITE YOUR OWN 
PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW FOR MY 
SIGNATURE. 


I'LL SIGN IT FOR 
YOU TOO. I SEE NO 
REASON FOR YOU 



'MEMBER HOW I WATCH 
YOUR BOY FOR YOU? WELL, 

I NEEP A FAVOR TOO 
RIGHT WICK. jt 

ZV 




I WANT YOU TO TESTIFY 
THAT YOU A VOICE ACTOR I 
H1REP TO SOUNP LIKE, NAT 
KW& COLE, 'CAUSE NAT KING 
COLE PEOPLE SUINS ME FOR 
SAMPLING, HIM IN MY 




ALL YOU GOTTA 00 IS UP 
SYNC TO THE TESTIMONY 
I RECORPEP FOR YOU USIN' 
NAT KING COLE VOICE. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Sound booster 
4 Active person 
8 Suffix with 
song or gab 

12 Take to court 

13 “By the power 
vested — ...” 

14 Annoys 

15 Balloon filler 
16There-and- 

back journey 
18 Stuffy sort 

20 Feed-bag bit 

21 Computer brand 
24 Actress Fox 
28 Intellectually 

stimulating act 

32 Takeout order? 

33 Assoc. 

34 Wise ones 

36 One-time link 

37 Fibs 
39 Traveler’s 

digression 
41 Finished 

43 Conks out 

44 Small batteries 
46 Cartoon duck 
50 School excursion 

55 Old Olds 

56 Aviation prefix 

57 Car 

58 Pac. counterpart 

59 Campus VIP 

12-12 

PVM SWSPMFY WSKTDTSA 
WSHM S VFKM WTNPSBM 
HFYTAK VTN DSYH PYTDB. 
YM KCP JCNP TA PVM 
N V F Z Z J M . 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU SUFFERED 
WITH THE FLU ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 
I WOULD SAY YOU HAD A WEAKENED WEEKEND. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals M 


60 Oboe insert 

27 Tide variety 

61 Tibetan bovine 

28 Golf target 

29 Ireland 

DOWN 

30 Mellowed 

1 Now, in a memo 

31 Mani counterpart 

2 Naturalist John 

35 Bean container 

3 Lima’s land 

38 Spring, for one 

4 Calls the shots 

40 Airport 

5 Lennon’s love 

screening org. 

6 Ostrich’s kin 

42 “— Kapital” 

7 Nevada city 

45 Rating unit 

8 Like some sheets 

47 Unravel 

9 Mess up 

48 Greek salad 

10 Enjoy Vail 

cheese 

11 Recipe abbr. 

49 Egg part 

17 Weir 

50 Scoundrel 

19 June honoree 

51 Grant’s foe 

22 Historic periods 

52 Coach 

23 Stiff 

Parseghian 

25 Equipment 

53 Wish undone 

26 Choir voices 

54 Mineral suffix 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Claimed INF 
Rio Ruiz off waivers from Atlanta. 

DETROIT TIGERS — Agreed to terms 
with RHP Tyson Ross on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Claimed INF/ 
RHP Kaleb Cowart off waivers from the 
L.A. Angels. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Claimed INF Carlos 
Asuaje off waivers from San Diego. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Claimed LHP Rob- 
by Scott off waivers from Boston. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Claimed RHP 
Ryan Meisinger off waivers from Balti- 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Claimed 
OF Mike Gerber off waivers from Detroit. 
Named J.P. Ricciardi senior adviser to 
the president of baseball operations, 
Zack Minasian director, pro scouting and 
Michael Holmes director, amateur scout¬ 
ing. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

DENVER NUGGETS - Waived G Bran¬ 
don Goodwin. Signed G Nick Young. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Released DE 
Anthony Wimbush from the practice 
squad. Signed DT DeShawn Williams to 
the practice squad. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Fired general 
manager Reggie McKenzie. 

GOLF 

PGA OF AMERICA - Promoted Jimmy 
Terry to senior director of PGA Golf Prop¬ 
erties. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Acquired RW 
Adam Cracknel I from Toronto for D Ste¬ 
ven Oleksy. Recalled D Andre] Sustr and 
G Jared Coreau from San Diego (AHL). 
Reassigned D Josh Mahura and Andy 
Welinski to San Diego. 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Signed F Nathan 
Schnarr to an entry-level contract. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Assigned D Rinat 
Valiev and F Anthony Peluso to Stockton 
(AHL). Recalled F Ryan Lomberg from 
Stockton. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Assigned D 
Brian Lashoff to Grand Rapids (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Recal led D Sean 
Walker from the Ontario (AHL). Loaned F 
Gabriel Vilardi to Team Canada. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Waived G Chad 
Johnson. Assigned F Sammy Blais to San 
Antonio (AHL). Recalled G Jordan Bin- 
nington from San Antonio. 

OLYMPICS 

U.S. OLYMPIC COMMITTEE - Fired 
chief of sport performance Alan Ashley. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

PORTLAND TIMBERS - Signed D Zarek 
Valentin and Ms Marvin Loria and Renzo 
Zambrano. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Traded the 
rights to M Andy Rose to Vancouver for 
general allocation money. 


Pro baseball 


Free agents 

NEW YORK — The 144 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (5) — Joe Kelly, rhp; q-Craig 
Kimbrel, rhp; Ian Kinsler, 2b; Brandon 
Phillips, 2b; Drew Pomeranz, Ihp. 

CHICAGO (4) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; Hector Santiago, 
Ihp; James Shields, rhp. 

CLEVELAND (9) - Cody Allen, rhp; 
Michael Brantley, of; Melky Cabrera; of; 
Rajai Davis, of; Brandon Guyer, of; An¬ 
drew Miller, Ihp; Oliver Perez, Ihp; Adam 
Rosales, inf; Josh Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (6) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Charlie Mor¬ 
ton, rhp; Tony Sipp, Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Blake Wood, rhp; Junichi Tazawa, rhp; 
Chris Young, of; Eric Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (7) - Zach Britton, Ihp; J.A. 
Happ, Ihp; Adeiny Hechavarria, ss; Lance 
Lynn, rhp; Andrew McCutchen, of; David 
Robertson, rhp; Neil Walker, inf. 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T (9-2) vs. Alcorn State (9-3) 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tulane (6-6) vs. Louisiana-Lafayette (7-6) 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

North Texas (9-3) vs. Utah State (10-2) 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Fresno State (11-2) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Georgia Southern (9-3) vs. Eastern 
Michigan (7-5) 

New Orleans Bowl 

Middle Tennessee (8-5) vs. Appala¬ 
chian State (10-2) 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 

UAB (10-3) vs. North Illinois (8-5) 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
San Diego State (7-5) vs. Ohio (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Marshall (8-4) vs. South Florida (7-5) 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Toledo (7-5) vs. FI U (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

Western Michigan (7-5) vs. BYU (6-6) 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

Memphis (8-5) vs. Wake Forest (6-6) 

Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Houston (8-4) vs. Army (9-2) 

Dollar General Bowl 


Louisiana Tech (7-5) vs. Hawaii (8-5) 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3) 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Minnesota (6-6) vs. Georgia Tech (7-5) 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

West Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Iowa State (8-4) vs. Washington State 
(10-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2) 

Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Arkansas State (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, Notre Dame (12-0) vs. 
Clemson (13-0) 


Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Oklahoma (12-1) vs. 
Alabama (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 

Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6-6) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU (9-3) VS. UCF (12-0) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio State (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Cotton Bowl winner vs. Orange Bowl 
winner 

Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 

FCS playoffs 

Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 14 

South Dakota State (10-2) at North Da¬ 
kota State(13-0) 

Saturday, Dec. 15 

Maine (10-3) at Eastern Washington 
( 11 - 2 ) 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 5 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

Semifinal winners, Noon 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
At McKinney, Texas 

Valdosta State (13-0) vs. Ferris State 
(15-0) 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 14 
At Shenandoah, Texas 

Mount Union (14-0) vs. Mary Hardin- 
Baylor (14-0) 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Morningside (14-0) vs. Benedictine 
(Kan.) (13-1) 


OAKLAND (8) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; Jeurys Familia, rhp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of; 
Shawn Kelley, rhp; Jed Lowrie, 2b; Jona¬ 
than Lucroy, c. 

SEATTLE (8) - Gordon Beckham, 2b; 
Nelson Cruz, dh; Zach Duke, Ihp; Camer¬ 
on Maybin, of; David Phelps, rhp; Andrew 
Romine, inf-of; Denard Span, of; Adam 
Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (6) - Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b; Bartolo Colon, rhp; Doug 
Fister, rhp; Yovani Gallardo, rhp; c; Mar¬ 
tin Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) -Tyler Clippard, rhp; 
Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (8) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
Randall Delgado, rhp; Daniel Descalso, 
inf; Jake Diekman, Ihp; Jon Jay, of; q- 
A.J. Pollock, of; Chris Stewart, c; Brad 
Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (8) - Brad Brach, rhp; Lucas 
Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Nick Marka- 
kis, of; Brandon McCarthy, rhp; Peter 
Moylan, rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Anibal San¬ 
chez, rhp. 

CHICAGO (5) — Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Daniel Murphy, 2b; 
Bobby Wilson, c; Justin Wilson, Ihp; 
CINCINNATI (1) - Matt Harvey, rhp. 
COLORADO (6) — Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; DJ Le- 
Mahieu, 2b; Adam Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo 
Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - John Axford, rhp; 
Brian Dozier, 2b; q-Yasmani Grandal, c; 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 2, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Gonzaga (43) 8-0 1578 1 

2. Kansas (19) 6-0 1539 2 

3. Duke (1) 7-1 1463 3 

4. Virginia (1) 7-0 1367 4 

5. Michigan 8-0 1339 7 

6. Nevada 8-0 1300 5 

7. Tennessee 6-1 1238 6 

8. Auburn 6-1 1154 8 

9. Kentucky 7-1 1070 10 

10. Michigan St. 6-2 915 9 

11. Florida St. 6-1 871 15 

12. Wisconsin 7-1 809 22 

13. Texas Tech 7-0 783 20 

14. North Carolina 6-2 782 11 

15. Virginia Tech 6-1 675 13 

16. Kansas St. 6-1 629 12 

17. Buffalo 7-0 515 21 

18. Iowa 6-1 417 14 

19. Ohio St. 7-1 385 16 

20. Arizona St. 7-0 384 - 

21. Villanova 6-2 356 23 

22. Mississippi St. 6-1 243 25 

23. Maryland 7-1 204 24 

24. Nebraska 7-1 176 - 

25. Furman 8-0 101 — 

Others receiving votes: Purdue 100, 

Syracuse 62, Marquette 47, Iowa St. 46, 
Texas 44, Creighton 42, St. John’s 39, 
Houston 30, NC State 14, Indiana 13, Ari¬ 
zona 12, Clemson 11, Louisville 11, Rad¬ 
ford 9, TCU 9, Arkansas 3, Notre Dame 
3, Oregon 3, UCLA 3, Boston College 2, 
Florida 2, Davidson 1, Oklahoma 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 


through Dec. 9, points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and previous rank¬ 


ing: 

1. Kansas (26) 

2. Duke (1) 

3. Virginia (1) 

4. Tennessee 

5. Michigan (3) 

6. Gonzaga (1) 

7. Nevada 

8. Auburn 

9. Michigan State 

10. Florida State 

11. Texas Tech 

12. North Carolina 

13. Virginia Tech 

14. Ohio State 

15. Buffalo 

16. Villanova 

17. Mississippi State 

18. Kentucky 


22. Houston 

23. Maryland 

24. Kansas State 

25. Nebraska 


9-0 775 

8- 1 736 
7-0 705 

10-0 685 5 

9- 0 654 6 

9-0 605 7 

7-1 576 3 

7- 1 555 8 

8- 0 545 9 

10-0 486 10 

6-1 464 11 


7-2 3 


12 


9-0 374 14 
8-0 374 13 
8-2 336 15 

8- 2 299 16 
7-2 226 17 

9- 1 196 19 
7-2 184 18 

7- 3 182 20 
9-1 142 24 

8- 2 122 23 
8-1 121 


Record Pts Pvs 

8- 0 791 2 

9- 1 711 3 

9-0 710 4 

10-0 694 5 

9-1 693 1 

10-0 605 6 

8-1 549 9 

8-2 538 10 
8-1 472 11 
8-0 463 13 

7- 2 446 12 

8- 1 427 14 

8- 1 350 17 

9- 0 306 18 
8-2 238 21 
8-1 234 22 

7- 2 226 8 

8- 2 206 16 
7-1 149 20 

7- 2 112 19 

8- 0 102 - 
8-2 87 23 
6-2 82 15 
8-2 79 25 


Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (6) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Jordan Lyles, rhp; 
Wade Miley, Ihp; Mike Moustakas, 3b; 
Joakim Soria, rhp. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; AJ. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (4) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp, 
Wilson Ramos, c. 

PITTSBURGH (2) - Josh Harrison, 2b; 
Jordy Mercer, ss. 

ST. LOUIS (2) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - AJ. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Derek Holland, Ihp; Nick Hundley, c; 
Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Kelvin Herrera, 
rhp; Greg Holland, rhp; Mark Reynolds, 
lb; Matt Wieters, c. 

MLB calendar 

Dec. 10-13 — Winter meetings, Las Ve¬ 
gas. 

2019 

Jan. 11 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 22 — BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 28-Feb. 15 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Cincinnati 51, St. John’s 48, Furman 47, 
Purdue 45, Indiana 42, Syracuse 36, Okla¬ 
homa 27, TCU 14, UCLA 13, Iowa State 11, 
UCF 7, N.C. State 7, North Texas 7, Creigh¬ 
ton 6, Florida 4, Arizona 2, Texas 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Dartmouth 82, Sacred Heart 73 

Hofstra 80, Manhattan 50 

Maine 98, Maine-Machias 43 

SOUTH 

Campbellsville 111, Simmons 48 

Marshall 76, Morehead St. 64 

Union (Ky.) 82, Indiana-East 81 

MIDWEST 

Carleton 79, Wis.-Eau Claire 74 

SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 84, Champion Christian 51 

FAR WEST 

Pacific 74, Long Beach St. 68 


Saint Mary’s (Cal) 81, Cal St.-Fullerton 66 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Dec. 9, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (31) - ' 

2. Notre Dame 

3. Baylor 

4. Louisville 

5. Mississippi St. 

6. Maryland 

7. Oregon 

8. Oregon St. 

9. Tennessee 

10. NC State 

11. Stanford 

12. Texas 

13. Minnesota 
13. California 

15. Syracuse 

16. Iowa 

17. Arizona St. 

18. Kentucky 

19. Marquette 

20. DePaul 

21. Gonzaga 

22. Missouri 

23. Michigan St. 

24. Miami _ _ __ 

25. South Carolina 5-4 77 22 

Others receiving votes: Drake 39, 

Texas A&M 24, Florida St. 22, Virginia 
Tech 21, South Florida 16, Iowa St. 14, 
Indiana 12, Georgia 11, South Dakota 10, 
Utah 5, West Virginia 5, Southern Cal 3, 
North Carolina 1, South Dakota St. 1, Cent 
Michigan 1. 

USA Today Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
women’s college basketball poll, witn 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 3, points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and previous rank¬ 
ing: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (31) 7-0 775 2 

2. Notre Dame 7-1 722 1 

3. Oregon 7-0 707 3 

4. Louisville 8-0 678 4 

5. Baylor 7-0 660 5 

6. Mississippi State 8-0 627 6 

7. Maryland 8-0 583 8 

8. Oregon State 6-1 555 9 

9. Tennessee 6-0 512 11 

10. N.C. State 8-0 473 13 

11. Stanford 6-1 471 7 

12. Texas 7-1 459 10 

13. California 7-0 319 18 

14. Syracuse 7-2 310 12 

15. Marquette 6-1 291 17 

16. Iowa 5-2 279 15 

17. DePaul 5-3 245 14 

18. Minnesota 7-0 217 — 

19. Arizona State 5-2 200 23 

19. Kentucky 8-0 200 25 

21. Drake 7-1 182 24 

22. Gonzaga 8-1 99 — 

23. Miami 7-2 83 20 

24. South Carolina 4-4 77 19 

25. Missouri 6-2 63 - 

Others receiving votes: Iowa State 54, 

Southern Cal 45, Texas A&M 45, Florida 
State 34, South Florida 31, West Virginia 
25, Virginia Tech 16, Kansas 12, Michi¬ 
gan 8, South Dakota 5, UAB 4, UCF 2, New 
Mexico 2, South Alabama 2, Indiana 1, 
Michigan State 1, Tulane 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Scranton 89, York (Pa.) 46 

St. Francis Brooklyn 74, St. Peter’s 70 

Towson 73, Saint Joseph’s 52 

SOUTH 

Maryland 83, Loyola (Md.) 48 
NC A&T at Johnson C. Smith, ppd. 
Southern U. 77, Louisiana College 53 
Voorhees 66, Kentucky Christian 49 

SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 68, Tougaloo 60 

FAR WEST 

San Diego 76, CS San Bernardino 58 


College hockey ■ AP sportlight 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Dec. 9 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

13-1-2 990 2 

13- 2-0 937 1 

14- 2-0 916 3 

10- 4-2 790 4 

14-3-0 762 8 

11- 5-1 706 5 

9-4-3 686 7 

8- 4-2 667 6 

11-5-1 598 9 

9- 4-3 580 10 

10- 3-1 507 13 

11- 3-3 450 12 
9-7-1 359 14 

8- 4-3 327 11 

12- 6-0 283 19 

9- 6-3 204 17 

9-6-1 182 - 

7-2-2 142 - 

9-6-0 126 16 
6-5-0 97 


1. St. Cloud State (40) 

2. UMass (9) 

3. Minnesota State (1) 

4. Minnesota Duluth 

5. Quinnipiac 

6. Notre Dame 

7. Ohio State 

8. Denver 

9. Penn State 

10. Providence 

11. Northeastern 

12. Bowling Green 

13. North Dakota 

14. Union 

15. Arizona State 

16. Miami 

17. Western Michigan 

18. Yale 

19. Clarkson 

20. Cornell __ — 

Others receiving votes: Michigan Tech 

65, Michigan 55, Lake Superior 21, Min¬ 
nesota 17, Wisconsin 14, Boston College 
8, Air Force 4, UMass Lowell 4, American 
International 3. 


Dec. 12 

1937 — Rookie Sammy Baugh throws 
second-half touchdown passes of 55, 78 
and 33 yards to overcome a 14-7 Chicago 
lead and give the Washington Redskins a 
28-21 victory over the Chicago Bears for 
the NFL championship. 

1953 — Maurice Richard of the Mon¬ 
treal Canadiens becomes the NHL’s all- 
time leading scorer with a goal and two 
assists in a 7-2 victory against the New 
York Rangers. Richard finishes the game 
with 611 points, one more than injured 
linemate Elmer Lach, who has held the 
record since February 1952. 

1965 — Chicago’s Gale Sayers scores 
six touchdowns with 336 combined 
yards to lead the Bears to a 61-20 rout of 
the San Francisco 49ers. The six TDs give 
Sayers an NFL-record 21 for the season. 
Sayers’ first touchdown is a reception, 
the next four rushing and the final an 85- 
yard punt return. 

1971 — Bobby Hull of the Chicago Black 
Hawks scores his 1,000th point with an 
assist in the first period of a 5-3 victory 
over the Minnesota North Stars. 

1986 — James “Bonecrusher” Smith 
knocks out Tim Witherspoon in the first 
round to win the WBA heavyweight title 
in New York. 

2015 - The Golden State Warriors’ 
NBA-record start ends at 24 wins when 
the Milwaukee Bucks beat them 108-95. 

















Page 26 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, December 12,2018 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL/NBA 


Playoff teams put 
10 on first team 


Semifinalists combine for 17 All-Americans; 
No. 1 Tide lead with six across three teams 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 


The College Football Playoff 
semifinalists combined to place 
10 players on The Associated 
Press All-America first team, in¬ 
cluding a high of four from No. 1 
Alabama. 

The Crimson Tide had six play¬ 
ers chosen to the three All-Amer¬ 
ica teams, more than any other 
school. No. 2 Clemson has three 
first-teamers, No. 4 Oklahoma has 
two All-Americans — including 
quarterback and Heisman Tro¬ 
phy winner Kyler Murray — and 
No. 3 Notre Dame had one. 

The Tide and Sooners meet 
in the Orange Bowl on Dec. 29 
and the Tigers play the Fighting 
Irish at the Cotton Bowl that day. 
The winners meet in the College 
Football Playoff national champi¬ 
onship game Jan. 7 at Levi’s Sta¬ 
dium in Santa Clara, Calif. 

The playoff teams combined for 
17 overall selections on the teams 
chosen by a panel of AP poll vot¬ 
ers and released Monday. 

The Tide placed two players on 
each side of the ball, with Outland 
Trophy winner Quinnen Williams 
highlighting the defense. Receiv¬ 
er Jerry Jeudy, offensive tackle 
Jonah Williams and safety Deion- 
te Thompson also made the first 
team while Tua Tagovailoa was 
the second-team quarterback. 

Tagovailoa finished second 
behind Murray in the Heisman 
voting on Saturday. Ohio State’s 
Dwayne Haskins was the third- 
team quarterback after finishing 
third in the Heisman voting. 

Clemson placed defensive line¬ 
men Christian Wilkins and Clelin 
Ferrell on the first team, and of¬ 
fensive tackle Mitch Hyatt. Cor- 
nerback Julian Love represented 
Notre Dame on the first team. 

Clemson, Oklahoma and LSU 
each had four players on the three 
teams, trailing only Alabama. 
Notre Dame, Kentucky, Iowa, 
Mississippi State, Texas A&M, 
Washington and Wisconsin each 
had three overall selections. 

Kentucky placed two players 
on the first team: linebacker Josh 
Allen and guard Bunchy Stall¬ 
ings. The Wildcats haven’t had an 
AP All-American since receiver/ 
kick returner Derek Abney in 
2002. 


FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE 

Quarterback — Kyler Murray, junior, 
Oklahoma 

Running backs — Jonathan Taylor, 
sophomore, Wisconsin; Darrell Hender¬ 
son, junior, Memphis 

Tackles — Jonah Williams, junior, Ala¬ 
bama; Mitch Hyatt, senior, Clemson 

Guards — Beau Benzschawel, senior, 
Wisconsin; Bunchy Stallings, senior, Ken- 

Center — Garrett Bradbury, senior, 
North Carolina State 

Tight end — Jace Sternberger, junior, 
Texas A&M 

Wide receivers — Jerry Jeudy, sopho¬ 
more, Alabama; Marquise Brown, junior, 
Oklahoma 

All-purpose player — Rondale Moore, 
freshman, Purdue 


beNa, 


Kicker — Andre Szmyt, freshman, 
Syracuse 

DEFENSE 

Ends — Clelin Ferrell, junior, Clemson; 
Sutton Smith, junior. Northern Illinois 
Tackles — Quinnen Williams, junior, 
Alabama; Christian Wilkins, senior, 
Clemson 

Linebackers — Josh Allen, senior, Ken¬ 
tucky; Devin White, junior, LSU; Ben Burr- 
Kirven, senior, Washington 

Cornerbacks — Deandre Baker, senior, 
Georgia; Julian Love, junior, Notre Dame 
Safeties — Grant Delpit, sophomore, 
LSU; Deionte Thompson, junior, Alabama 
Punter — Braden Mann, junior, Texas 
A&M 

SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE 

Quarterback — Tua Tagovailoa, soph¬ 
omore, Alabama 

Running backs — Travis Etienne, soph¬ 
omore, Clemson; Trayveon Williams, ju¬ 
nior, Texas A&M 

Tackles — Dalton Risner, senior, Kan¬ 
sas State; Andrew Thomas, sophomore, 
Georgia 

Guards — Dru Sarnia, senior, Oklaho¬ 
ma; Michael Dieter, senior, Wisconsin 
Center — Ross Pierschbacher, senior, 
Alabama 

Tight end — T.J, Hockenson, sopho- 

Wide receivers — Tylan Wallace, 
iphomore, Oklahoma State; Andy Isa- 
"a, senior, Massachusetts 
ll-purpose player — Greg Dortch, 
sophomore, Wake Forest 

Kicker - Cole Tracy, senior, LSU 
DEFENSE 

Ends — Montez Sweat, senior, Missis¬ 
sippi State; Jachai Polite, junior, Florida 
Tackles — Jerry Tillery, senior, Notre 
Dame; Gerald Willis III, senior, Miami 
Linebackers — Devin Bush, junior, 
Michigan; David Long Jr., junior, West Vir¬ 
ginia; Joe Dineen, senior, Kansas 

Cornerbacks — Greedy Williams, 
sophomore, LSU; Byron Murphy, sopho¬ 
more, Washington 

Safeties — Taylor Rapp, junior, Wi 
ington; Amani Hooker, junior, Iowa 

Punter — Mitch Wishnowsky, senior, 
Utah 

THIRD TEAM 
OFFENSE 

Quarterback — Dwayne Haskins, 
sopnomore, Ohio State 

Running backs — Benny Snell, junior, 
Kentucky; Eno Benjamin, sophomore, 
Arizona State 

Tackles — Andre Dillard, senior, Wash¬ 
ington State; Cody Ford, junior, Oklaho- 

Guards — Terrone Prescod, senior, 
North Carolina State; Chris Lindstrom, 
senior, Boston College 

Center — Michael Jordan, junior, Ohio 
State 

Tight end — Noah Fant, junior, Iowa 
Wide receivers — A.J. Brown, junior, 
Mississippi; David Sills V, senior. West 
Virginia 

All-purpose player — JJ. Taylor, soph¬ 
omore, Arizona 

Kicker - Matt Gay, senior, Utah 

DEFENSE 

Ends — Chase Winovich, senior, Mich¬ 
igan; Jaylon Ferguson, senior, Louisiana 
Tech 


Linebackers — Paddy Fisher, sopho¬ 
more, Northwestern; David Woodward, 
sophomore, Utah State; Te’Von Coney, 
senior, Notre Dame 

Cornerbacks — Hamp Cheevers, ju- 




Boston College; Lavert Hill, junior, 


igan 

ifeties — 


Andre Cisco, freshman, 
Syracuse; Jonathan Abram, senior, IV' 
sissippi State 

Punter — James Smith, sophomore, 
Cincinnati 

FIRST-TEAM BREAKDOWN 
By school (first-team selections-overall) 
Alabama — 4-6. 

Clemson — 3-4. 

Kentucky — 2-3. 

LSU - 2-4. 

Oklahoma — 2-4. 

Texas A&M - 2-3. 

Wisconsin — 2-3. 

Georgia — 1-2. 

Memphis — 1-1. 

Northern Illinois — 1-1. 

North Carolina State — 1-2. 

Notre Dame — 1-3. 

Purdue -1-1. 

Syracuse — 1-2. 

Washington — 1-3. 

By conference 

SEC - 11. 

ACC - 5. 

Big Ten - 3. 

Big 12 - 2. 

American — 1. 

Pac-12 - 1. 

MAC - 1. 

Independent — 1. 
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Heat guard Dwyane Wade, left, shakes hands with the Lakers’ LeBron Janies at the end of Monday’s 
game in Los Angeles. It likely was the final meeting between the two. 


Wade, James embrace final 
chance to compete on court 


By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES 

D wyane Wade will be spending a lot of time 
in Los Angeles while he settles into retire¬ 
ment next year. He already has a house 
here, and his wife’s acting career would 
undoubtedly benefit from more time in Hollywood. 

LeBron James is a newly minted Southern Cali¬ 
fornian himself, and he’s already hatching schemes 
to occupy his former teammate, longtime rival and 
permanent friend. 

I told him, ‘No one likes to work out by them¬ 
selves,’ ” James said with a grin. “So he can come 
to Staples. He can come to the practice facility any¬ 
time he wants to get workouts in. He can come help 
me with the young guys as well. He’ll be around a lot 
more personally for me, so I’ll love that.” 

Wade still has 56 regular-season games left in 
his self-declared final NBA season with the Miami 
Heat, but he passed a major milestone in that pro¬ 
cession when he lined up against James for the final 
time Monday night in the Los Angeles Lakers’ 108- 
105 victory. 

The result wasn’t the 
most important part of 
the night to either man. 
They were wrapped up 
in the pure thrill — in 
the chance to face off 
for the final time in 
two incredible basket¬ 
ball careers that have 
been chronologically 
parallel, frequently in¬ 
tersecting and always 
more important. * momentous. 

. „ “I knew that at some 

LeBron James int in the it 

Lakers star was going tQ s hit me 
that this was the last 
time we were competing against each other,” Wade 
said. “It hit me right away, once that buzzer sounded 
and we got the opportunity on the court to just look 
at each other and be like, ‘Man, this has been fun. 
This has been one hell of a ride, and we’ve enjoyed 
it together.’” 

James put up 28 points, 12 assists and nine re¬ 
bounds. Wade scored all 15 of his points in the sec¬ 
ond half to go with 10 assists and five boards. 


The game is 
going to take 
care of itself, 
but just the fact 
that we were on 
the floor doing 
what we love to 
do, that’s what’s 


But the best moments arrived late when James 
and Wade finally guarded each other, playing one 
last one-on-one game for keeps. 

Defense won out on both ends, probably because 
they know each other well enough to take away their 
strengths. They funneled each other to drive to their 
more uncomfortable sides, and James forced Wade 
to attempt a 27-foot turnaround, fadeaway three- 
pointer that missed badly with 7.2 seconds left. 

Wade was more open when he missed a three that 
would have put the Heat ahead with 22.5 seconds 
left. 

“I needed that one,” Wade said with a grimace. 
“I wanted it so bad. I think I wanted it too much. 
It would have definitely been memorable. But this 
is my last time playing against this guy, you know? 
This is the holy grail in the NBA. Unless we figure 
this thing out and we go to the Finals, this is the holy 
grail for me. The competition of playing against the 
game’s greatest player. Playing it in LA. I thanked 
him for bringing us to this stage for our last hurrah 
on this stage. It gets no better than this.” 

Barring a change of Wade’s retirement plans or 
that incredibly unlikely NBA Finals matchup, they’ll 
never face each other in a real game — and the Lak¬ 
ers’ victory put James ahead of Wade 16-15 in their 
head-to-head matchups over their career. 

James marveled at the symmetry in this final 
showdown, but both players said their times togeth¬ 
er meant a whole lot more than their times in oppos¬ 
ing uniforms. 

James and Wade won two NBA championships 
and four straight Eastern Conference titles together 
in Miami, along with their Olympic gold medals 
from Beijing. 

“The game is going to take care of itself, but just 
the fact that we were on the floor doing what we love 
to do, that’s what’s more important,” James said. 
“Wins and losses are going to happen throughout 
the course of the season and throughout the course 
of your career, but those moments right there, you 
can’t ever get back.” 

James and Wade swapped jerseys after the final 
buzzer, their bittersweet emotions overshadowed by 
the excitement of the moment and the possibilities 
of the future. 

“It’s the end of a storybook,” James said. “One of 
the best movies you could ever see. It’s too hard to 
put into words. Thank God they’re staying the night. 
We get to have dinner (later). I know he has more 
games, but that’s the last one for us.” 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 21 7 .750 - 

Philadelphia 19 9 .679 2 

Boston 16 10 .615 4 

Brooklyn 10 18 .357 11 

New York 8 20 .286 13 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 13 13 .500 - 

Orlando 12 15 .444 114 

Miami 11 15 .423 2 

Washington 11 16 .407 2V4 

Atlanta 6 20 .231 7 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 18 8 .692 - 

Indiana 17 10 .630 114 

Detroit 13 12 .520 4V4 

Cleveland 6 21 .222 1214 

Chicago 6 22 .214 13 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Memphis 15 11 .577 - 

Dallas 14 11 .560 V4 

New Orleans 14 15 .483 214 

San Antonio 13 14 .481 2V4 

Houston 11 14 .440 3VS 

Northwest Division 

Oklahoma City 17 8 .680 - 

Denver 18 9 .667 - 

Portland 15 11 .577 2V4 

Minnesota 13 14 .481 5 

Utah 13 15 .464 514 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 19 9 .679 - 

L.A. Clippers 17 9 .654 1 

L.A. Lakers 17 10 .630 114 

Sacramento 14 12 .538 4 

Phoenix 4 23 .148 1414 

Monday’s games 
Indiana 109, Washington 101 
Philadelphia 116, Detroit 102 
Boston 113, New Orleans 100 
Milwaukee 108, Cleveland 92 
Oklahoma City 122, Utah 113 
Sacramento 108, Chicago 89 
Dallas 101, Orlando 76 
Denver 105, Memphis 99 
L.A. Clippers 123, Phoenix 119, OT 
Golden State 116, Minnesota 108 
L.A. Lakers 108, Miami 105 
Tuesday's games 
Portland at Houston 
Phoenix at San Antonio 
Toronto at L.A. Clipper 


Celtics 113, Pelicans 100 

NEW ORLEANS - Hill 1-3 0-0 3, Randle 
7-13 6-8 20, Davis 17-34 7-9 41, Holiday 3- 
10 0-0 7, Frazier 3-6 0-0 8, Johnson 0-0 0-0 
0, Miller 2-4 1-2 7, Diallo 3-3 0-0 6, Mirotic 

1-5 0-0 3, Okafor 0-1 0-0 0, Harrison 1-1 
0-0 3, Williams 1-2 0-0 2, Clark 0-5 0-0 0. 
Totals 39-87 14-19 100. 

BOSTON - Tatum 10-16 0-0 21, Morris 
10-15 6-7 31, TheiS 3-8 0-0 6, Rozier 4-7 1- 
2 10, Smart 2-8 0-2 4, Ojeleye 4-10 2-2 11, 
Brown 6-16 3-4 19, Williams III 3-5 1-2 7, 
Wanamaker 2-4 0-0 4, Dozier 0-1 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 44-90 13-19 113. 

New Orleans 21 32 19 28-100 

Boston 28 31 24 30-113 

Three-point Goals—New Orleans 8-26 
(Frazier 2-3, Miller 2-4, Harrison 1-1, Hill 

1-3, Mirotic 1-4, Holiday 1-4, Williams 0-1, 
Davis 0-2, Clark 0-4), Boston 12-39 (Mor¬ 
ris 5-8, Brown 4-7, Rozier 1-4, Tatum 1-5, 
Ojeleye 1-6, Dozier 0-1, Wanamaker 0-1, 
Theis 0-3, Smart 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—New Orleans 39 (Randle 11), 
Boston 51 (Williams III 11). Assists-New 
Orleans 28 (Frazier 10), Boston 23 (Rozier 
6). Total Fouls—New Orleans 19, Boston 
21. A-18,624 (18,624). 

Pacers 109, Wizards 101 


Boston at Washington 
Brooklyn at Philadelphia 
Detroit at Charlotte 
Milwaukee at Indiana 
New York at Cleveland 
Oklahoma City at New Orleans 
Portland at Memphis 
Atlanta at Dallas 
Miami at Utah 
Minnesota at Sacramento 
Toronto at Golden State 

Thursday’s games 
L.A. Lakers at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at San Antonio 
Chicago vs. Orlando at Mexico City 
Dallas at Phoenix 

Monday 

Lakers 108, Heat 105 

MIAMI - McGruder 4-8 0-0 10, 
J.Johnson 0-3 0-0 0, Adebayo 6-11 0-2 12, 
Dragic 3-9 0-0 7, Richardson 3-10 2-2 10, 
Winslow 11-20 0-0 28, Jones Jr. 3-4 2-2 8, 
Olynyk 6-10 3-3 15, Wade 6-19 3-4 15. To¬ 
tals 42-94 10-13 105. 

L.A. LAKERS - James 10-19 4-8 28, 
Kuzma 14-22 2-2 33, McGee 1-7 2-4 4, Ball 
4-11 1-2 10, Hart 3-9 1-2 9, Mykhailiuk 1-4 
0-0 3, Chandler 2-3 0-0 4, Caldwell-Pope 
4-11 0-0 11, Stephenson 2-4 2-2 6. Totals 
41-90 12-20 108. 

Miami 23 35 25 22-105 

L.A. Lakers 27 28 29 24-108 

Three-point Goals—Miami 11-34 (Win¬ 
slow 6-10, McGruder 2-4, Richardson 2- 
4, Dragic 1-4, J.Johnson 0-2, Olynyk 0-3, 
Wade 0-7), L.A. Lakers 14-32 (James 4-7, 
Caldwell-Pope 3-7, Kuzma 3-7, Hart 2-5, 
Mykhailiuk 1-2, Ball 1-3, Stephenson 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Miami 50 
(Jones Jr. 14), L.A. Lakers 46 (James 9). 
Assists—Miami 29 (Wade 10), L.A. Lakers 
24 (James 12). Total Fouls—Miami 19, L.A. 
Lakers 10. A-18,997 (18,997). 

76ers 116, Pistons 102 

DETROIT - Kennard 11-18 1-2 28, 
Leuer 4-8 0-0 8, Drummond 8-12 5-11 21, 
R.Jackson 6-14 0-0 15, Brown 3-7 0-0 6, El- 
lenson 2-5 0-0 5, Pachulia 2-7 2-2 6, Calde¬ 
ron 5-7 1-2 11, Galloway 0-3 1-2 1, Robin¬ 
son III 0-2 0-0 0, Thomas 0-1 1-2 1. Totals 
41-84 11-21 102. 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 0-3 0-0 0, 
Chandler 3-7 0-0 7, Embiid 6-16 11-14 24, 
Simmons 8-11 2-9 18, Redick 3-12 5-5 13, 
Muscala 3-6 2-3 10, A.Johnson 1-2 0-0 2, 
McConnell 5-10 2-2 14, Shamet 3-9 1-2 10, 
Milton 0-0 0-0 0, Korkmaz 7-12 0-0 18. To¬ 
tals 39-88 23-35 116. 

Detroit 29 18 29 26-102 

Philadelphia 38 18 31 29-116 

Three-point Goals—Detroit 9-21 (Ken¬ 
nard 5-8, R.Jackson 3-6, Ellenson 1-2, 
Leuer 0-1. Galloway 0-1, Pachulia 0-1, 
Brown 0-2), Philadelphia 15-37 (Korkmaz 
4-7, Shamet 3-7, McConnell 2-3, Muscala 

2-5, Redick 2-7, Chandler 1-3, Embiid 1- 
4, Butler 0-1). Fouled Out—R.Jackson. 
Rebounds—Detroit 46 (Drummond 17), 
Philadelphia 48 (Simmons 10). Assists— 
Detroit 23 (R.Jackson 7), Philadelphia 
27 (Simmons 7). Total Fouls—Detroit 
24, Philadelphia 19. Technicals—Detroit 
coach Pistons (Defensive three sec¬ 
ond), Drummond, McConnell. A—20,199 
(20,478). 


rui lei ji. u-o u-u u, di ycuiL ^-0 z-z ±u, mv- 

ers 5-9 1-3 13, Beal 10-27 6-7 30, Green 3-8 
0-0 8, Oubre Jr. 9-14 4-7 23, Dekker 1-3 0- 
0 2, Morris 2-11 1-2 6, Mahinmi 1-1 1-1 3. 
Totals 37-88 17-24 101. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 8-15 3-4 22, 
Young 6-10 0-0 14, Turner 11-16 2-3 26, 
Collison 3-7 3-3 10, Evans 7-13 3-5 18, 
McDermott 1-3 1-1 3, Sabonis 3-4 5-6 11, 
Joseph 0-5 0-0 0, Holiday 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 
41-76 17-22 109. 

Washington 33 17 25 26-101 

Indiana 29 30 28 22-109 

Three-point Goals—Washington 10-30 
(Beal 4-9, Green 2-5, Rivers 2-5, Oubre Jr. 

1- 3, Morris 1-6, Satoransky 0-1, Dekker 0- 
1), Indiana 10-20 (Bogdanovic 3-5, Turner 

2- 3, Young 2-3, Holiday 1-1, Collison 1-2, 
Evans 1-4, McDermott 0-2). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Washington 34 (Mor¬ 
ris 7), Indiana 50 (Turner, Young 12). As¬ 
sists—Washington 22 (Satoransky, Rivers 
4), Indiana 29 (Collison 17). Total Fouls— 
Washington 22, Indiana 25. Technicals— 
Morris, Beal, Turner. A—14,645 (20,000). 

Nuggets 105, Grizzlies 99 

MEMPHIS - Anderson 4-10 0-0 9, Jack- 
son Jr. 3-7 0-0 6, Gasol 2-6 2-2 7, Conley 
5-14 7-7 19, Temple 3-6 0-0 7, Casspi 5-7 
1-2 12, Green 4-10 4-4 13, Noah 2-2 0-0 4, 
Mack 5-8 2-2 14, M.Brooks 4-4 0-0 8. To¬ 
tals 37-74 16-17 99. 

DENVER — Hernangomez 1-4 4-5 7, 
Jokic 9-14 8-9 27, Plumlee 5-9 2-4 12, Mur¬ 
ray 6-10 3-4 16, Craig 3-9 0-0 7, Lydon 0- 
0 0-0 0, Lyles 4-12 1-1 9, Welsh 0-0 0-0 0, 
Morris 8-12 0-0 20, Beasley 3-7 0-0 7. To¬ 
tals 39-77 18-23 105. 

Memphis 22 28 33 16- 99 

Denver 26 29 29 21-105 

Three-point Goals—Memphis 9-27 
(Mack 2-3, Conley 2-8, Casspi 1-2, An¬ 
derson 1-2, Gasol 1-2, Green 1-4, Temple 

1- 4, Jackson Jr. 0-2), Denver 9-28 (Morris 
4-5, Jokic 1-2, Beasley 1-3, Murray 1-4, 
Hernangomez 1-4, Craig 1-5, Lyles 0-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Memphis 
34 (Green 10), Denver 40 (Jokic 12). As¬ 
sists—Memphis 22 (Conley, Gasol 6), 
Denver 22 (Jokic 6). Total Fouls—Mem¬ 
phis 19, Denver 17. A-15,278 (19,520). 

Mavericks 101, Magic 76 

ORLANDO - Gordon 4-15 0-0 10, Isaac 

2- 4 0-0 4, Vucevic 4-15 0-0 8, Augustin 3-8 
0-0 6, Simmons 7-10 2-2 18, Frazier Jr. 0-2 
0-0 0, Iwundu 2-7 0-0 6, Martin 1-1 0-0 3, 
Birch 4-8 0-0 8, Briscoe 1-3 1-2 3, Grant 1-5 
0-0 3, Ross 3-11 1-1 7. Totals 32-89 4-5 76. 

DALLAS - Matthews 3-10 2-3 10, 
Barnes 7-15 0-0 19, Jordan 3-7 1-1 7, Don- 
CiC 2-11 3-3 7, Brunson 7-9 2-4 17, Finney- 
Smith 2-3 4-4 9, Kleber 0-2 2-2 2, Powell 
7-12 2-3 16, Mejri 0-1 0-0 0, Harris 1-2 5-5 8, 
Barea 3-9 0-0 6, Broekhoff 0-10-0 0. Totals 
35-82 21-25 101. 

Orlando 19 21 13 23- 76 

Dallas 24 28 23 26-101 

Three-point Goals—Orlando 8-28 
(Simmons 2-4, Iwundu 2-4, Gordon 2-6, 
Martin 1-1, Grant 1-4, Vucevic 0-1, Isaac 
0-2, Augustin 0-3, Ross 0-3), Dallas 10-35 
(Barnes 5-10, Matthews 2-5, Brunson 1-2, 
Harris 1-2, Finney-Smith 1-2, Kleber 0-1, 
Mejri 0-1, Broekhoff 0-1, Barea 0-2, Pow¬ 
ell 0-4, Doncic 0-5). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Orlando 43 (Vucevic 16), 
Dallas 51 (Doncic 11). Assists—Orlando 
18 (Vucevic 4), Dallas 28 (Doncic 9). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Orlando 18, Dallas 11. Techni¬ 
cals—Dallas coach Mavericks (Defensive 
three second). A-19,334 (19,200). 

Bucks 108, Cavaliers 92 

CLEVELAND - Osman 3-13 1-2 8, Hood 
1-7 0-0 3, Thompson 6-7 0-0 12, Sexton 5- 
18 3-4 15, Burks 1-8 0-0 3, Jones 0-4 1-2 1, 
Nance Jr. 8-12 0-1 16, Blossomgame 3-5 2- 
2 11, Frye 1-2 0-0 3, Dellavedova 4-7 2-2 11, 
Clarkson 4-13 1-2 9. Totals 36-96 10-15 92. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 5-16 4-4 
16, Ilyasova 3-7 2-2 9, Lopez 5-9 0-1 12, 
Bledsoe 8-15 0-0 20, Brogdon 8-12 1-1 18, 
Ja.Smith 0-3 0-0 0, Wilson 3-4 0-0 7, Mak¬ 
er 2-5 2-2 6, Hill 1-3 0-1 2, Snell 1-7 0-0 3, 
DiVincenzo 1-4 0-0 3, Brown 5-11 0-0 12. 
Totals 42-96 9-11 108. 

Cleveland 18 23 25 26- 92 

Milwaukee 31 28 25 24-108 


Three-point Goals—Cleveland 10-30 
(Blossomgame 3-5, Sexton 2-3, Frye 1-1, 
Dellavedova 1-3, Burks 1-3, Hood 1-3, Os¬ 
man 1-5, Nance Jr. 0-1, Jones 0-3, Clarkson 
0-3), Milwaukee 15-36 (Bledsoe 4-5, Brown 
2-4, Middleton 2-5, Lopez 2-5, Ilyasova 1- 
2, Wilson 1-2, DiVincenzo 1-3, Brogdon 

1- 3, Snell 1-4, Maker 0-1, Ja.Smith 0-1, 
Hill 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Cleveland 46 (Blossomgame 10), Milwau¬ 
kee 58 (Bledsoe 12). Assists—Cleveland 

24 (Osman 6), Milwaukee 22 (Bledsoe, 
Brogdon 5). Total Fouls—Cleveland 15, 
Milwaukee 24. A-17,155 (17,500). 

Thunder 122, Jazz 113 

UTAH - Ingles 3-7 0-0 6, Favors 5-8 

2- 6 12, Gobert 5-8 3-4 13, Rubio 5-13 0-0 
10, Mitchell 6-15 4-4 19, Crowder 5-9 1-1 
13, O’Neale 0-0 0-2 0, Sefolosha 2-2 1-2 6, 
Niang 1-2 2-2 5, Udoh 5-5 0-2 10, Neto 1-2 
0-0 2, Exum 2-3 5-6 9, Korver 3-10 1-1 8. 
Totals 43-84 19-30 113. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 8-10 10-12 
31, Grant 6-11 0-1 13, Adams 7-13 8-10 22, 
Westbrook 4-18 4-812, Ferguson 1-11-2 4, 
Nader 0-0 0-0 0, Patterson 0-0 0-0 0, Noel 
4-7 0-0 8, Schroder 9-17 4-4 23, Burton 0-1 
0-0 0, Diallo 4-5 1-2 9, Abrines 0-2 0-0 0. 
Totals 43-85 28-39 122. 

Utah 22 24 29 38-113 

Oklahoma City 30 27 42 23-122 

Three-point Goals—Utah 8-29 (Mitch¬ 
ell 3-8, Crowder 2-4, Sefolosha 1-1, Niang 

1- 2, Korver 1-7, Favors 0-1, Neto 0-1, 
Ingles 0-2, Rubio 0-3), Oklahoma City 8- 
21 (George 5-6, Ferguson 1-1, Grant 1-2, 
Schroder 1-5, Abrines 0-1, Burton 0-1, 
Westbrook 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Utah 45 (Gobert 14), Oklahoma 
City 43 (Westbrook 11). Assists—Utah 
30 (Ingles, Neto 5), Oklahoma City 25 
(Westbrook 10). Total Fouls-Utah 28, 
Oklahoma City 26. Technicals—Gobert, 
Schroder. A-18,203 (18,203). 

Clippers 123, Suns 119 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Harris 11-19 9-9 33, 
Gallinari 6-12 11-12 25, Marjanovic 3-6 0-0 
6, Gilgeous-Alexander 8-12 0-0 16, Brad¬ 
ley 3-8 2-2 8, Scott 2-3 0-0 5, Harrell 4-7 1-5 
9, Teodosic 3-6 1-2 8, Beverley 2-7 2-3 6, 
Wallace 0-1 0-0 0, Thornwell 0-0 0-0 0, Wil¬ 
liams 3-4 0-0 7. Totals 45-85 26-33 123. 

PHOENIX - Ariza 4-8 3-3 12, Warren 

3- 6 0-0 6, Ayton 9-14 2-4 20, Melton 5-16 

3-3 13, Bridges 6-12 3-3 19, Jackson 8-15 
0-0 18, Holmes 7-9 5-7 19, Okobo 1-5 0-0 2, 
Daniels 4-9 0-0 10. Totals 47-94 16-20 119. 

L.A. Clippers 21 37 30 23 12-123 

Phoenix 29 27 30 25 8-119 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Clippers 7-22 
(Harris 2-4, Gallinari 2-6, Williams 1-1, 
Scott 1-2, Teodosic 1-3, Bradley 0-3, Bev¬ 
erley 0-3), Phoenix 9-25 (Bridges 4-8, Jack- 
son 2-3, Daniels 2-6, Ariza 1-1, Warren 0-1, 
Okobo 0-2, Melton 0-4). Fouled Out—Hol¬ 
mes. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 42 (Harris, 
Marjanovic 8), Phoenix 40 (Ayton 12). 
Assists—L.A. Clippers 27 (Gilgeous-Al¬ 
exander 5), Phoenix 31 (Jackson, Melton 
8). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 21, Phoenix 
29. Technicals—Gallinari, Phoenix coach 
Suns (Defensive three second), Warren 2. 
Ejected-Warren. A-12,088 (18,422). 

Kings 108, Bulls 89 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert 5-11 0-0 14, 
Bjelica 3-7 0-0 6, Cauley-Stein 5-11 1-1 11, 
Fox 8-16 5-6 25, Hield 5-11 0-0 14, Jackson 

2- 5 0-0 4, Giles III 0-0 0-0 0, Bagley III 5-9 5-6 
16, Koufos 1-3 0-0 2, Mason 0-2 0-0 0, Bog¬ 
danovic 6-13 1-2 16. Totals 40-88 12-15 108. 

CHICAGO - Holiday 3-9 2-2 9, Mark- 
kanen 5-16 2-2 13, Carter Jr. 3-6 2-2 8, 
Arcidiacono 1-3 0-0 2, LaVine 7-13 2-2 19, 
Parker 3-6 0-0 7, Hutchison 1-1 0-0 3, Por- 
tis 3-8 2-2 9, Felicio 0-0 0-0 0, Lopez 3-5 0-0 
6, Payne 0-1 0-0 0, Dunn 3-5 3-3 9, Harri¬ 
son 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 34-76 13-13 89. 
Sacramento 26 19 36 27-108 

Chicago 33 23 18 15- 89 

Three-point Goals—Sacramento 16-37 
(Fox 4-6, Shumpert 4-8, Hield 4-9, Bogda¬ 
novic 3-8, Bagley III 1-1, Mason 0-1, Jackson 
0-2, Bjelica 0-2), Chicago 8-28 (LaVine 3-5, 
Parker 1-1, Hutchison 1-1, Portis 1-2, Holi¬ 
day 1-6, Markkanen 1-8, Payne 0-1, Arcidi¬ 
acono 0-1, Harrison 0-1, Dunn 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 42 
(Cauley-Stein 16), Chicago 40 (Carter Jr., 
Portis 8). Assists—Sacramento 28 (Fox 6), 
Chicago 16 (Dunn 6). Total Fouls—Sacra¬ 
mento 15, Chicago 17. A-18,164 (20,917). 

Warriors 116, 
Timberwolves 108 

MINNESOTA - Covington 2-7 2-2 7, 
Gibson 2-7 0-0 4, Towns 11-15 8-12 31, 
Teague 1-5 1-1 3, Wiggins 6-15 5-6 20, 
Saric 6-9 1-1 13, Dieng 1-3 5-6 7, Rose 8-18 

3- 3 21, T.Jones 0-2 0-0 0, Okogie 1-2 0-0 2. 
Totals 38-83 25-31 108. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 7-15 4-4 22, 
Green 3-8 0-0 7, Looney 1-4 0-0 2, Curry 
12-23 7-7 38, Thompson 8-22 6-6 26, McK- 
innie 3-7 0-0 7, Bell 1-2 0-0 2, Jerebko 3-9 
2-4 10, Cook 0-0 0-0 0, Livingston 1-3 0-0 2. 
Totals 39-93 19-21 116. 

Minnesota 24 33 20 31-108 

Golden State 30 33 28 25-116 

Three-point Goals—Minnesota 7-25 
(Wiggins 3-6, Rose 2-3, Towns 1-4, Cov¬ 
ington 1-5, Okogie 0-1, Gibson 0-1, Dieng 
0-1, T.Jones 0-1, Saric 0-3), Golden State 
19-43 (Curry 7-14, Thompson 4-7, Durant 

4- 7, Jerebko 2-7, McKinnie 1-3, Green 1-4, 
Looney 0-1). Fouled Out—Looney, Teague. 
Rebounds—Minnesota 42 (Towns 11), 
Golden State 49 (Green 10). Assists— 
Minnesota 28 (Teague 11), Golden State 

25 (Green 7). Total Fouls—Minnesota 18, 
Golden State 26. A-19,596 (19,596). 


Roundup 

Curry, Warrriors 
push past T-wolves 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Steve 
Kerr long ago ran out of superla¬ 
tives to describe Stephen Curry. 

The Warriors coach isn’t even 
trying anymore, not with the way 
his All-Star point guard is play¬ 
ing since coming back from a 
groin injury. 

Curry had 38 points, seven 
rebounds and six assists, and 
Golden State beat the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 116-108 on Mon¬ 
day night in Draymond Green’s 
return to the Warriors’ lineup. 

Klay Thompson scored 26 
points and Kevin Durant had 
22 as Golden State prepared for 
Wednesday’s showdown with 
Toronto by earning its fourth 
straight win. 

“He’s good at basketball,” Kerr 
deadpanned. “Nothing he does 
surprises me. Even on a night he 
gets off to a slow start he finds a 
way.” 

Curry, who recently returned 
after sitting out 11 games with 
an injured groin, got going after 
missing six of his first nine shots. 
He made a pair of threes and 
scored 14 points in the third quar¬ 
ter, including Golden State’s final 
nine of the period, and then made 
consecutive shots from deep after 
the Timberwolves closed to 101- 
93 in the fourth. 

Thompson and Durant pro¬ 
vided plenty of support. It’s the 
fourth time this season that the 
trio has scored 20 or more points 
in the same game. 

Green, the 2017 NBA Defen¬ 
sive Player of the Year, had seven 
points, 10 rebounds and seven as¬ 
sists after being sidelined for 11 
games with a right toe injury. He 
made his first shot, a three-point¬ 
er, and then playfully challenged 
the Timberwolves to come guard 
him. 

76ers 116, Pistons 102: Joel 
Embiid scored 24 points in his re¬ 
turn to host Philadelphia’s lineup 
after a one-game absence. 

Jimmy Butler, who had 38 points 
against Detroit on Friday, exited 
in the first half with a strained 
groin and did not return. 

Luke Kennard finished with 
a career-high 28 points for the 
slumping Pistons (13-12), who 
have dropped five straight after 
five consecutive wins. 

Thunder 122, Jazz 113: Paul 
George scored 31 points and Den¬ 
nis Schroder added 23, helping 
host Oklahoma City to the win. 

Steven Adams had 22 points 
for the Thunder in the first meet¬ 
ing between the teams since the 
Jazz won in the first round of last 
season’s playoffs. 

Celtics 113, Pelicans 100: 
Marcus Morris Sr. had a season- 
high 31 points, making three quick 
three-pointers to start the second 
half, and Jayson Tatum scored 21 
to lead depleted host Boston to its 
sixth straight victory. 

With Kyrie Irving, A1 Horford, 


Gordon Hayward and Aaron 
Baynes all ill or injured, Jaylen 
Brown scored 19 points. 

Anthony Davis scored 41 points 
for New Orleans. 

Pacers 109, Wizards 101: 
Myles Turner had 26 points, 12 
rebounds and five blocks, and 
host Indiana held on for its sea¬ 
son-high fourth straight victory. 

Bojan Bogdanovic scored 22 
points for the Pacers, who nearly 
blew a 25-point lead. Darren Col¬ 
lison had 10 points and 17 assists. 

Bradley Beal scored 30 points 
and Kelly Oubre Jr. had a sea¬ 
son-high 23 for the Wizards, who 
played without injured All-Star 
guard John Wall. 

Nuggets 105, Grizzlies 99: 
Nikola Jokic had 27 points and 12 
rebounds for host Denver, and re¬ 
serve Monte Morris tied a career 
high with 20 points. 

Morris gave the Nuggets the 
lead for good on a three-pointer 
with 5:22 remaining. Juancho 
Hernangomez followed with an¬ 
other three-pointer to give Den¬ 
ver some separation in a tightly 
contested game that featured 15 
lead changes. 

Clippers 123, Suns 119 (OT): 

Tobias Harris scored 33 points 
and Patrick Beverley made two 
free throws with 33.3 seconds left 
in overtime, sending Los Angeles 
to the road win. 

Avery Bradley sealed the Clip¬ 
pers’ 17th victory of the season 
with a pair of free throws with 1.6 
seconds left. 

Deandre Ayton had 20 points 
and 12 rebounds in his 15th dou¬ 
ble-double of the season for Phoe¬ 
nix, which lost its ninth straight. 

Kings 108, Bulls 89: De’Aaron 
Fox scored 23 of his 25 points in 
the second half, helping visiting 
Sacramento rally for the win. 

Fox went 8-for-ll from the field 
after missing all five of his shots 
in the first half. Bogdan Bog¬ 
danovic and Marvin Bagley III 
added 16 points apiece as Sacra¬ 
mento closed out a 3-1 road trip. 

Chicago led by as many as 14 in 
its ninth loss in 10 games. 

Bucks 108, Cavaliers 92: Eric 
Bledsoe had 20 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds, and Milwaukee made 15 
three-pointers in the home win. 

Malcolm Brogdon scored 18 
points on 8-for-12 shooting for the 
Bucks, who rested Giannis Ante- 
tokounmpo on the second night 
of back-to-back games. He was 
ruled out about an hour before 
the game with neck soreness. 

Mavericks 101, Magic 76: 
Harrison Barnes scored 19 
points, rookie Jalen Brunson 
added a career-high 17 and host 
Dallas cruised to the win. 

Brunson got the start at point 
guard in place of injured Dennis 
Smith Jr. and scored in double fig¬ 
ures for the third straight game. 

Luka Doncic had 11 rebounds 
and a season-high nine assists 
to offset a 2-for-ll shooting 
performance. 
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Chris O'Meara/AP 


Lightning center Steven Stamkos celebrates his goal against the New York Rangers during the second 
period of Monday’s game in Tampa, Fla. Stamkos earned his 700th point in the Lightning’s 6-3 victory. 

Roundup 


Stamkos hat trick helps 
Lightning down Rangers 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Steven Stam¬ 
kos and the Tampa Bay Lightning 
are piling up points. 

Stamkos had three goals to 
become the first player from the 
2008 draft to reach 700 points, 
and the NHL-leading Lightning 
won their seventh consecutive 
game by beating the New York 
Rangers 6-3 on Monday night. 

“Stammer is finding his 
groove,” Tampa Bay coach Jon 
Cooper said. 

Stamkos scored power-play 
goals that tied the game in the 
first and second periods. The 
center completed his ninth hat 
trick and first since Oct. 13, 2014 
against Montreal from the slot at 
10:41 of the third. 

“I knew it had been a while,” 
Stamkos said with a laugh. “I 
don’t know the exact date. I don’t 
want to hear it.” 

The Lightning star, coming 
off a two-goal, two-assist outing 
in Saturday night’s 7-1 win over 
the Colorado Avalanche, has 701 
points in 696 career games. He 
joins Martin St. Louis (953) and 
Vincent Lecavalier (874) as the 
only Tampa Bay players reaching 
the 700-point milestone. 

Ryan McDonagh had a go- 
ahead goal, Anthony Cirelli had 
the other two Tampa Bay goals, 
and Louis Domingue made 23 
saves. 

Kevin Hayes had two goals 
and Jesper Fast also scored for 
the Rangers, who have lost six of 
eight (2-5-1). Henrik Lundqvist 


stopped 30 shots. 

“To be able to beat some of the 
best teams, you have play really 
strict and smart, and make the 
right decision with or without 
the puck,” Lundqvist said. “So, 
the next time we play a top team 
like this we need to do all those 
things.” 

New York defenseman Kevin 
Shattenkirk left in the second pe¬ 
riod with an upper-body injury. 
He took a check around the left 
shoulder and had a sling on his 
left arm postgame. 

Rangers coach David Quinn 
had no update after the game on 
Shattenkirk, who was to be evalu¬ 
ated Tuesday. 

Stamkos scored from the left 
circle while falling down at 6:19 
of the second before McDonagh 
put Tampa Bay up 3-2 with 7:18 
left in the period. 

“Nothing kind of seems to 
phase us,” McDonagh said. 

Penguins 2, Islanders 1 (SO): 
Jake Guentzel scored the decisive 
goal in the shootout to lift visiting 
Pittsburgh over New York. 

Guentzel also assisted on De¬ 
rick Brassard’s tying goal in the 
third period, helping Pittsburgh 
improve to 3-0-1 in its last four 
games. Casey DeSmith had 25 
saves through regulation and 
overtime. 

Penguins star Phil Kessel beat 
Robin Lehner in the first round 
of the shootout, but Josh Bailey 
scored on New York’s third at¬ 
tempt to keep the tiebreaker 
going. Valtteri Filppula was de¬ 


nied by DeSmith before Guentzel 
closed out the win for Pittsburgh. 

DeSmith improved to 6-1-2 in 
his past nine starts. 

Anthony Beauvillier scored in 
the second period for the Island¬ 
ers, and Lehner finished with 23 
stops. 

Red Wings 3, Kings 1: Jimmy 
Howard made a season-high 42 
saves and Dylan Larkin scored 
his 12th goal of the season to lift 
host Detroit past Los Angeles. 

Dennis Cholowski and Frans 
Nielsen also scored for the Red 
Wings, who improved to 13-6-2 
in their last 21 games. Howard 
came within 6:38 of his first shut¬ 
out of the season. 

Anze Kopitar scored the only 
goal for Los Angeles. 

The Kings, who are tied with 
Chicago for the fewest points in 
the NHL, have been shut out only 
once this season. They spoiled 
Howard’s bid in the third when 
Kopitar tapped in a loose puck at 
the doorstep. 

Sharks 5, Devils 2: Timo 
Meier scored twice, Joe Pavelski 
added his 20th goal of the season 
and host San Jose won for the 
fourth time in five games. 

Radim Simek scored his first 
NHL goal, Tomas Hertl added a 
late power-play score and Mar¬ 
tin Jones stopped 22 shots for the 
Sharks, who have not lost in regu¬ 
lation at home since Nov. 15. 

Andy Greene and Drew Staf¬ 
ford scored for the Devils, who 
are a league-worst 3-11-2 on the 
road. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 32 24 7 1 49 130 91 

Toronto 30 20 9 1 41 109 84 

Buffalo 30 17 9 4 38 91 88 

Boston 30 16 10 4 36 81 76 

Montreal 30 15 10 5 35 96 94 

Detroit 31 14 13 4 32 91 101 

Ottawa 31 13 14 4 30 105 122 

Florida 28 11 11 6 28 93 101 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 29 17 9 3 37 106 90 

Columbus 29 16 11 2 34 100 99 

N.Y. Islanders 29 14 11 4 32 83 85 

Pittsburgh 29 13 10 6 32 98 92 

N.Y. Rangers 30 14 13 3 31 88 98 

Carolina 28 13 11 4 30 71 77 

Philadelphia 28 12 13 3 27 86 101 

New Jersey 29 10 13 6 26 88 105 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 30 19 10 1 39 95 77 

Colorado 30 17 8 5 39 108 88 

Winnipeg 29 18 9 2 38 101 80 

Dallas 30 16 11 3 35 83 78 

Minnesota 29 15 12 2 32 88 87 

St. Louis 28 10 14 4 24 78 94 

Chicago 31 9 17 5 23 84 115 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 31 19 10 2 40 107 85 

San Jose 32 16 11 5 37 102 98 

Anaheim 32 16 11 5 37 81 94 

Vegas 32 17 14 1 35 96 91 

Edmonton 30 16 12 2 34 82 87 

Vancouver 32 13 16 3 29 95 109 

Arizona 28 13 13 2 28 73 76 

Los Angeles 31 11 19 1 23 68 94 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Vancouver 6, St. Louis 1 
Winnipeg 7, Philadelphia 1 
Boston 2, Ottawa 1, OT 
Montreal 3, Chicago 2 
Anaheim 6, New Jersey 5, SO 
Edmonton 1, Calgary 0 
Vegas 4, Dallas 2 

Monday’s games 
Pittsburgh 2, N.Y. Islanders 1, SO 
Tampa Bay 6, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Detroit 3, Los Angeles 1 
San Jose 5, New Jersey 2 
Tuesday’s games 
Toronto at Carolina 
Los Angeles at Buffalo 
Vancouver at Columbus 
Arizona at Boston 
Detroit at Washington 
Montreal at Minnesota 
Ottawa at Nashville 
Chicago at Winnipeg 
Florida at St. Louis 
Edmonton at Colorado 

Wednesday’s games 
Vegas at N.Y. Islanders 
Pittsburgh at Chicago 
Philadelphia at Calgary 
Dallas at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Arizona at Buffalo 
Los Angeles at Columbus 
Toronto at Tampa Bay 
Carolina at Montreal 
Vancouver at Nashville 
Edmonton at Winnipeg 
Florida at Minnesota 
Dallas at San Jose 

Calendar 


Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, San Jose, Ca- 


Monday 

Penguins 2, Islanders 1 (SO) 

Pittsburgh 0 0 1 0-2 

N.Y. Islanders 0 10 0-1 

Pittsburgh won shootout 2-1 

Second Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, 

Beauvillier 8 (Bailey, Barzal), 6:32. 

Third Period—2, Pittsburgh, Brassard 
4 (Guentzel), 2:13. 

Shootout—Pittsburgh 2 (Kessel G, 

Crosby NG, Malkin NG, Letang NG, Guent¬ 
zel G), N.Y. Islanders 1 (Barzal NG, Koma¬ 
rov NG, Bailey G, Beauvillier NG, Filppula 
NG). 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 5-11-7-1- 
24. N.Y. Islanders 9-7-7-3-26. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 4; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, DeSmith 9-4-4 
(26 shots-25 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Leh¬ 
ner 4-5-3 (24-23). 

A-13,917 (16,234). T-2:47. 

Red Wings 3, Kings 1 

Los Angeles 0 0 1—1 

Detroit 1 2 0-3 

First Period—1, Detroit, Cholowski 5 
(Ehn, de la Rose), 6:32. 

Second Period—2, Detroit, Nielsen 5 
(Athanasiou, Vanek), 6:06. 3, Detroit, Lar¬ 
kin 12, 18:08. 

Third Period—4, Los Angeles, Kopitar 8 
(Brown, lafallo), 13:22. 

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 10-14-19— 
43. Detroit 8-9-4-21. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 1; Detroit 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 2-7-1 (21 
shots-18 saves). Detroit, Howard 10-6-4 
(43-42). 

A-18,322 (20,000). T-2:27. 

Lightning 6, Rangers 3 

N.Y. Rangers 2 0 1-3 

Tampa Bay 1 2 3—6 

First Period-1, N.Y. Rangers, Hayes 6 
(Namestnikov, Strome), 12:19. 2, Tampa 
Bay, Stamkos 13 (Hedman, Miller), 14:09 
(pp). 3, N.Y. Rangers, Hayes 7 (Vesey), 
15:07. 

Second Period—4, Tampa Bay, Stam¬ 
kos 14 (Hedman, Point), 6:19 (pp). 5, 
Tampa Bay, McDonagh 3 (Point, Kuch- 
erov), 12:42. 

Third Period—6 , Tampa Bay, Cirelli 7 
(Cernak), 10:17. 7, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 
15 (Coburn, Palat), 10:41. 8, N.Y. Rangers, 
Fast 3 (Chytil), 17:34. 9, Tampa Bay, Cirelli 
8 (Miller, Killorn), 19:21. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 8-5-13— 
26. Tampa Bay 13-16-7-36. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 1; Tampa Bay 2 of 6. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 

10-9-3 (35 shots-30 saves). Tampa Bay, 
Domingue 14-4-0 (26-23). 

A—19,092 (19,092). T-2:33. 

Sharks 5, Devils 2 

New Jersey 1 1 0-2 

San Jose 2 2 1-5 

First Period-1, New Jersey, Stafford 

1 (Severson, Greene), 12:05. 2, San Jose, 
Meier 15 (Hertl), 15:51.3, San Jose, Pavel¬ 
ski 20 (E.Karlsson, Dillon), 18:03. 

Second Period—4, San Jose, Simek 1 
(Radii, Burns), 7:19.5, New Jersey, Greene 
1 (Palmieri, Hischier), 8:59. 6, San Jose, 
Meier 16 (Donskoi), 14:52. 

Third Period—7, San Jose, Hertl 9 (La- 
banc, Pavelski), 14:23 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 9-10-5—24. 
San Jose 11-8-15-34. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 2; San Jose 1 of 2. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 10-8-5 
(34 shots-29 saves). San Jose, Jones 12- 
7-3 (24-22). 

A-17,097 (17,562). T-2:28. 



Kathleen Malone-Van Dyke/AP 

Pittsburgh Penguins left wing Jake Guentzel chases the puck during 
the third period of Monday’s game against the New York Islanders in 
Uniondale, N.Y. The Penguins won 2-1 in a shootout. 
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Baines surprised 
by Hall election; 
many others, too 


By Ben Walker 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Harold Baines 
is aware many fans are question¬ 
ing whether his credentials are 
Hall of Fame worthy. He’s not 
sweating. 

“Well, they can’t take it away 
from me now, even if they don’t 
think I should be there,” he told 
The Associated Press. 

A day after being elected to 
Cooperstown by a Hall-picked 
panel of 16, the six-time All-Star 
was at the winter meetings Mon¬ 
day for a news conference with 
newly chosen Lee Smith. 

“I wasn’t out there beating my 
chest and campaigning for this,” 
Baines said. “I’m very honored 
and humbled.” 

Shortly after being chosen, Ba¬ 
ines said he certainly wasn’t an¬ 
ticipating this honor. 

“Very shocked,” he admitted. 

So were many others around 
the baseball world. 

In fact, in the hours after his 
selection was announced at the 
Mandalay Bay resort, a lot of con¬ 
versations at the gathering start¬ 
ed the exact same way: “Harold 
Baines?” 

No one doubted Baines was 
a top player — 1,628 RBIs, 384 
home runs and 2,866 hits. 

“I had a great career. I’m very 
proud of it,” he said. 

But a couple of other numbers 
stood out, too. 

Baines never drew more than 
6.1 percent in five elections by 
the Baseball Writers’ Association 
of America, far from the 75 per¬ 
cent required. In the key WAR 
stat compiled by baseballrefer- 
ence.com, Baines’ lifetime total 
was tied for 545th. 

Yes, 545th. 

Behind the likes of Placido 
Polanco, Jim Sundberg and Ra¬ 
fael Furcal in wins above replace¬ 
ment, not to mention Gil Hodges, 
Dick Allen, Don Mattingly, John 
Olerud and dozens more. 

The vote by the Today’s Game 
Era Committee was sure to spark 
renewed cries of cronyism at Coo¬ 
perstown. Especially because the 
16-member panel appointed by 
the Hall board included longtime 
Chicago White Sox owner Jerry 
Reinsdorf. 

“I’m glad he was on that com¬ 
mittee this year to help to get into 
the Hall of Fame,” Baines said. 

Baines spent nearly all of his 
first 10 seasons with the White 
Sox and currently serves as a 
team ambassador in their com¬ 
munity relations department. 

“So happy for Harold. He’s a 
great player and a great human 
being,” Reinsdorf praised in a 
statement. “I am so honored that 
I was a member of the committee. 
He deserved to be in long ago. I 
am just so excited.” 

He added Monday: “The num¬ 
bers are there.” 

Tony La Russa, Baines’ first 
big league manager, also was on 
the panel that elected him. 


In the past, Phil Rizzuto and 
Bill Mazeroski were among 
the players who benefited from 
friendly faces on Veterans Com¬ 
mittees to reach the Hall. That 
panel has been revamped over 
the years, and the Today’s Game 
Era group was created as part of 
changes in 2014. 

“The era committees were es¬ 
tablished as a sort of a court of 
appeals for an opportunity in the 
event that over time it was felt 
that maybe somebody slipped 
through the cracks,” Hall Presi¬ 
dent Jeff Idelson said. “And in the 
case of someone who received 6 
percent of the vote in the BBWAA 
election, the reason that may 
have happened could be for many, 
many reasons.” 

It took 12 votes for election by 
the panel — Smith was unani¬ 
mous, Baines got 12 and former 
outfielder and manager Lou Pini- 
ella fell just short with 11. 

George Steinbrenner, Orel 
Hershiser, Albert Belle, Joe Cart¬ 
er, Will Clark, Davey Johnson 
and Charlie Manuel all received 
fewer than five votes. 

Baines, now 59, had a smooth, 
consistent, left-handed stroke. 
But he never finished higher than 
ninth in an MVP vote, and never 
was among the top five AL hitters 
in the yearly batting race. His 
single-season high was 29 home 
runs at a time when lots of play¬ 
ers hit more. 

As this vote approached, his 
name drew little-to-no buzz in de¬ 
bates over who might be selected. 

“I wasn’t expecting this day 
to come,” the career .289 hitter 
said. 

Mattingly said he was happy 
for Baines, calling him a great 
hitter. 

The Miami manager was a 
six-time All-Star, won nine Gold 
Gloves at first base for the Yan¬ 
kees and hit .307 lifetime. Mat¬ 
tingly was the 1985 AL MVP 
and four times finished in the top 
seven of the MVP voting. 

Mattingly had 2,153 hits, 222 
home runs and 1,099 RBIs in 14 
seasons in a career limited by 
back trouble. 

“I just didn’t play long enough. 
Wasn’t able to stay healthy long 
enough to really put that pile of 
numbers together,” he said Mon¬ 
day at the winter meetings. “So 
there was a period of time that 
I could hit with anybody and do 
things on the field at my position 
and with the bat that nobody was 
doing.” 

“When I think of myself, when 
you see Harold, played 22 years 
or something like that and you 
end up with a pile of numbers that 
grow and grow,” he said. 

Baines became a designated 
hitter after knee trouble ended 
his days in the outfield, and DHs 
have struggled to gain backing 
from Hall voters. 

Baines joined Frank Thomas as 
the only players in the Hall who 
spent more than half his games 
as a DH. 



David Banks/AP 


A person familiar with the negotiations says former Red Billy Hamilton and the Kansas City Royals have 
agreed to a $5.25 million contract for next season that includes up to $1 million in incentives. 


Teams start to show cards 
as winter meetings begin 


By Ben Walker 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Deal the New York Yankees in for 
the Manny Machado tournament. And J.T. Realmu- 
to? A lot of teams already are sitting at that table. 

The baseball winter meetings began in earnest 
along the Vegas Strip on Monday, and clubs slowly 
started to show their cards. 

Noah Syndergaard and Zack Wheeler are attract¬ 
ing trade interest, the Mets say. Corey Kluber and 
Madison Bumgarner keep popping up in swap spec¬ 
ulation. But still no indication of where hometown 
slugger Bryce Harper might go. 

A couple of moves got done — speedy outfielder 
Billy Hamilton sprinted to the Kansas City Royals, 
pitcher Tyson Ross went to Detroit. 

The Yankees, as usual, were on the prowl. 

Always ramping up the rivalry with the champion 
Boston Red Sox, the Yankees linked themselves to 
Machado. General manager Brian Cashman said 
he’s been talking to the infielder’s agent. 

“So we are definitely focused in the marketplace 
on those areas of need and he, obviously, is avail¬ 
able and solves that area of need,” Cashman said. 
“So, not going to deny we’ve had a conversation. Or 
two.” 

Whether that’s substance or merely a smoke 
screen, the Yankees could use help with shortstop 
Didi Gregorius expected to miss at least half of 
next season while recovering from Tommy John 
surgery. 

Realmuto, the prized Miami catcher, is highly 
coveted. 

“I think a lot of teams are talking to the Marlins. I 
would anticipate his market picking up while we’re 
down here,” new Mets GM Brodie Van Wagenen 
said. 

Not so fast, countered Miami manager Don 
Mattingly. 

“I look at him as part of our club,” he said. 

“He knows how much we like him and what we 
think about him. He’s handling everything fine. 
J.T.’s a tough kid. He’s a big-time leader. It’s why we 
love him. It’s why a lot of teams love him,” he said. 

Maybe Realmuto gets traded before the meetings 
end Thursday, maybe not. In the meantime, don’t 
expect any movement on contentious MLB-wide 


issues. 

Sure, there’s a lot of discussion about banning or 
limiting shifts. And plenty of debate about ways to 
spark offense. 

But in a sign that nothing is imminent, Commis¬ 
sioner Rob Manfred isn’t planning to attend the an¬ 
nual gathering. 

Also in play: 

Now hear this 

Phillies manager Gabe Kapler plans to be public¬ 
ly critical of his players more in his second season 
after his team’s late fade. 

Philadelphia led the NL East in early August, then 
went 16-33 and wound up with its sixth straight los¬ 
ing season. 

“One thing that I can do immediately that I think 
will really resonate well with our fans in Philadel¬ 
phia is ... as much as I illuminate some of the things 
we’re doing very well, I can be a little more asser¬ 
tive in illuminating the things that we need to work 
on. And I’m committed to taking that step,” he said. 

A new pitch 

The Seattle Mariners made an interesting move, 
claiming infielder Kaleb Cowart on waivers from 
the Los Angeles Angels and also announcing him as 
a right-handed pitcher. A prep star on the mound and 
at the plate, the 26-year-old Cowart has not pitched 
since the Angels drafted him in the first round in 
2010. He hit .134 with 10 RBIs in 47 games with Los 
Angeles last season. 

Opening up 

Tampa Bay manager Kevin Cash will continue 
the strategy he began last season — namely, using 
relief pitchers to start games. 

“I think right now we’re discussing internally 
whether we do it two times through the rotation or 
three times through the rotation,” Cash said. 

Cash might move around more guys on the dia¬ 
mond, too. 

“I’m personally a big fan of shifting. And I think 
we’re going to see it, we’ve already seen the infield 
take over heavily. I think we’re going to see more 
outfield shifting,” he said. 
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Oakland Raiders new head coach Jon Gruden, center, poses next to owner Mark Davis, left, and general 
manager Reggie McKenzie on Jan. 9. McKenzie was fired Monday with the Raiders sitting at 3-10. 

Briefs 


Mired in an awful season, 
Raiders fire GM McKenzie 


Associated Press 

ALAMEDA, Calif. — From the moment Jon 
Gruden was brought back for a second stint as coach 
of the Oakland Raiders with a 10-year contract, gen¬ 
eral manager Reggie McKenzie’s longevity in the 
position was in serious doubt. 

That only eroded more with each departure of one 
of McKenzie’s prized former draft picks and ended 
when he was fired Monday, less than two years after 
he was named the NFL’s executive of the year. 

With the Raiders unable to build off that break¬ 
through 12-win season in 2016 and McKenzie’s re¬ 
cent drafts failing to generate many impact players, 
the move to cut ties with McKenzie was made after 
Oakland beat Pittsburgh 24-21 for its third win of 
the season. 

McKenzie’s influence with the Raiders had waned 
ever since the triumphant news conference to wel¬ 
come Gruden back to Oakland in January. Gruden 
got rid of several of the players McKenzie had ac¬ 
quired, most notably edge rusher Khalil Mack and 
receiver Amari Cooper. 

Gruden said owner Mark Davis informed McK¬ 
enzie of the move and the Raiders only issued a brief 
statement thanking McKenzie for his time in Oak¬ 
land and wishing him well. 

Director of college scouting Shawn Herock will 
handle the GM duties during the search process. 

Vikings fire 0C DeFilippo 

MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota Vikings fired 
offensive coordinator John DeFilippo on Tuesday, 
following a 21-7 loss at Seattle on Monday night. 

DeFilippo’s first season on the job ended after just 
13 games amid a sharp decline in production by the 
offense in the past six weeks. 

Quarterbacks coach Kevin Stefanski was made 
interim offensive coordinator. 

Stefanski will take over the play-calling duty from 


DeFilippo, whose work with new quarterback Kirk 
Cousins didn’t materialize into consistent success. 

The Vikings have been held to less than 300 total 
yards in four of their past five gamesand have scored 
an average of 12.8 points in those four games. 

Jags Marrone defends Fournette 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Jacksonville Jaguars 
coach Doug Marrone says running back Leonard 
Fournette was responding to racial slurs while yell¬ 
ing at a fan in Nashville, Tenn., last Thursday night. 

Fournette declined to address the accusation in 
the locker room Monday on the advice of his agent. 

Teammate and fellow running back T.J. Yeldon, 
however, said several fans directed racial slurs at 
Jacksonville players. 

Fournette was shown in a video released by TMZ 
telling someone in the stands he was going to “beat 
your (butt)” before two teammates pulled him away. 
Another clip shows Fournette near the bench yell¬ 
ing into the stands while Yeldon looks on. 

In other NFL news: 

■ Bills starting linebacker Matt Milano will miss 
the final three weeks of the season with a broken 
left leg. 

Milano had surgery for a broken fibula on Mon¬ 
day, a day after being hurt in a loss to the New York 
Jets. Milano was hurt when his leg became twisted 
in a pile after he stopped quarterback Sam Darnold 
from scoring at the Buffalo 1 with 1:22 remaining. 

■ Washington Redskins tight end Jordan Reed 
could be done for the season because of a strained 
toe muscle. 

Redskins coach Jay Gruden said Monday that he 
thinks Reed was hurt on Mark Sanchez’s high throw 
on his first pass of a 40-16 loss to the New York Gi¬ 
ants a day earlier. 

Gruden said “there is a level of concern” with 
Reed, who leads the team with 54 catches and 558 
receiving yards. 


Credit: Other playmakers’ 
games impacted by Cooper 


FROM BACK PAGE 

There were plenty of second- 
guessers when Jones made the 
move at 3-5, with conventional 
wisdom saying the Cowboys had 
problems beyond a missing play- 
maker at receiver in the first sea¬ 
son without franchise TD catch 
leader Dez Bryant, dumped in a 
cost-cutting move. 

Prescott was on that list of is¬ 
sues, mired in a 25-game stretch 
of mediocrity and numbers 
sharply lower than those from his 
sensational rookie season, when 
Dallas set a franchise record with 
an 11-game winning streak and 
had an NFC-best 13 victories. 

And while Prescott had two in¬ 
terceptions and a lost fumble to 
help the Eagles stay in a game the 
Cowboys were dominating, the 
display he put on with Cooper in 
the last half of the fourth quarter 
and overtime was remarkable. 

Touchdown throws of 28 and 75 
yards in the fourth quarter were 
followed by a 15-yarder on the 
first possession of overtime, with 
Cooper grabbing a pass tipped by 
Philadelphia’s Rasul Douglas and 
cruising in from the 7. 

“I knew he was good,” Prescott 
said. “I knew he was going to get 
separation and get open and make 
great catches. But when you just 
see the run after catch and break¬ 
ing tackles, and being that great 
of a player, I’m just thankful we 
got that trade.” 

Star running back Ezekiel El¬ 
liott is a beneficiary of Cooper’s 
presence as well. The running 
lanes have been wider, and check- 
downs against defenses preoccu¬ 
pied with the former Alabama 


standout have been more fre¬ 
quent. Elliott had a career-high 
12 catches against the Eagles. 

“I didn’t know we were going 
to get all that, honestly,”’ said El¬ 
liott, who retook the NFL rushing 
lead with 1,262 yards. “But when 
I finally saw him in person, when 
I saw him catch the ball, I saw 
him run around and run after the 
catch, that’s when I really real¬ 
ized he’s truly special.” 

The Cooper acquisition is 
bringing back good — and bad 
— memories for Jones. 

The good? An offseason trade 
for now-Hall of Fame defensive 
end Charles Haley in 1992, be¬ 
fore Dallas became the first team 
to win three Super Bowls in four 
years. And the free-agent signing 
of Deion Sanders in 1995, before 
the last of those titles. 

The bad? A pair of trades for re¬ 
ceivers during the current Super 
Bowl drought. Joey Galloway was 
particularly costly because Jones 
gave up two first-round picks for 
not much in return. Roy Williams 
was a midseason trade similar to 
Cooper a decade ago. 

It took Williams 21 games to 
get what Cooper has in six — an 
NFL-best 696 yards since Week 
9. Cooper has six touchdowns. 
The other Dallas receivers have 
seven combined. 

“He is making big plays,” Jones 
said. “He is altering the defense. 
There is no question about it. He 
makes everybody better on both 
sides of the ball. But you got to 
make the big plays. You can see 
he is a difference-maker.” 

Jones has the pats on the back 
to prove it. 



Ron Jenkins/AP 

The Cowboys made the move to acquire wide receiver Amari Cooper 
when they were sitting at 3-5 and in danger of falling completely out 
of the playoff race. Since the trade, they’ve improved to 8-5 and can 
clinch the NFC East title and a playoff berth with a victory Sunday. 
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Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Miami 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 


Houston 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 


Pet PF PA 

.692 364 293 
.538 278 333 
.308 201 320 
.308 270 330 

.692 323 259 
.538 349 300 
.538 251 254 
.308 212 273 


Pittsburgh 7 5 1 
Baltimore 7 6 0 
Cleveland 5 7 1 
Cincinnati 5 8 0 

West 

x-Kansas City 11 2 0 
L.A. Chargers 10 3 0 
Denver 670 

Oakland 3 10 0 


367 306 
321 241 
292 332 
307 397 


.846 471 351 
.769 366 270 
.462 290 282 
.231 244 388 


National Conference 


Dallas 8 5 0 

Philadelphia 6 7 0 

Washington 6 7 0 

N.Y. Giants 5 8 0 

South 

y-New Orleans 11 2 0 

Carolina 6 7 0 

Tampa Bay 5 8 0 

Atlanta 4 9 0 


Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 

y-L.A. Rams 

Seattle 

Arizona 


11 2 0 
8 5 0 


Pet PF PA 

615 276 246 
462 281 295 
462 249 297 
385 307 331 

846 447 283 
462 324 332 
385 332 383 
308 316 367 

692 359 247 
500 282 291 
423 315 307 
385 271 319 

846 425 313 
615 340 266 
231 178 327 
231 275 350 


3 10 

San Francisco 3 10 0 
x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Thursday’s games 
Tennessee 30, Jacksonville 9 
Sunday’s games 
N.Y. Giants 40, Washington 16 
Miami 34, New England 33 
Cleveland 26, Carolina 20 
Indianapolis 24, Houston 21 
New Orleans 28, Tampa Bay 14 
Green Bay 34, Atlanta 20 
N.Y. Jets 27, Buffalo 23 
Kansas City 27, Baltimore 24, OT 
L.A. Chargers 26, Cincinnati 21 
San Francisco 20, Denver 14 
Detroit 17, Arizona 3 
Oakland 24, Pittsburgh 21 
Dallas 29, Philadelphia 23, OT 
Chicago 15, L.A. Rams 6 

Monday’s games 
Seattle 21, Minnesota 7 

Thursday, Dec. 13 
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
Houston at N.Y. Jets 
Cleveland at Denver 

Sunday, Dec. 16 
Tennessee at N.Y. Giants 
Green Bay at Chicago 
Detroit at Buffalo 
Tampa Bay at Baltimore 
Arizona at Atlanta 
Oakland at Cincinnati 
Dallas at Indianapolis 
Miami at Minnesota 
Washington at Jacksonville 
Seattle at San Francisco 
New England at Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia at L.A. Rams 
Monday, Dec. 17 
New Orleans at Carolina 


Monday 

Seahawks 21, Vikings 7 

Minnesota 0 0 0 7-7 

Seattle 0 3 0 18-21 

Second quarter 

Sea-FG Janikowski 37,14:11. 

Fourth quarter 

Sea—FG Janikowski 35, 13:22. 

Sea—Carson 2 run (Lockett pass from 
R.Wilson), 2:53. 

Sea—Coleman 29 fumble return (Jan¬ 
ikowski kick), 2:35. 

Min—Cook 6 pass from Cousins (Bai¬ 
ley kick), 1:10. 

A—69,007. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Minnesota, Cook 13-55, 
Thielen 1-8, Diggs 1-5, Cousins 3-5, Mur¬ 
ray 3-4. Seattle, Carson 22-90, R.Wilson 
7-61, Penny 8-44, Davis 3-22, Lockett 2- 
(minus 3). 

PASSING-Minnesota, Cousins 20-33- 
0-208. Seattle, R.Wilson 10-20-1-72. 

RECEIVING—Minnesota, Thielen 5-70, 
Cook 5-28, Diggs 4-76, Treadwell 3-16, 
Rudolph 2-7, Conklin 1-11. Seattle, Lock¬ 
ett 5-42, Vannett 1-12, Fant 1-9, Davis 1-5, 
E.Dickson 1-4, J.Brown 1-0. 


Min Sea 

16 19 

276 274 

21-77 42-214 
199 60 

0-0 3-17 

3- 64 0-0 

1- 3 0-0 

20-33-0 10-20-1 

2- 9 2-12 

5-42.6 5-44.0 

1-1 0-0 

4- 51 4-45 

28:11 31:49 



Stephen Brashear/AP 


Seattle’s Bobby Wagner, center, leaps to block a field-goal attempt by the Vikings’ Dan Bailey in the fourth quarter on Monday in Seattle. 


Wagner's block sparks Seahawks 

Seattle closes in on playoffs after beating Vikings 


Joshua Bessex, The News Tribune/AP 

Seahawks linebacker Bobby Wagner celebrates after stopping 
Vikings running back Latavius Murray on a fourth-and-1 run to force 
a turnover on downs during the third quarter Monday. 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Bobby Wagner 
leaped over the line of scrim¬ 
mage, swatted Dan Bailey’s 
field-goal attempt and sparked 
the Seattle Seahawks to two late 
touchdowns. 

Whether what Wagner did was 
entirely legal, he frankly didn’t 
care. 

“I’m not stressing about that. 
I made the play. They called 
what they called,” Wagner said. 
“There’s times in games where 
things happen all the time. I’m 
not stressing on it. It was a big 
block and we’ll definitely take it. 
It was amazing.” 

Wagner’s block midway 
through the fourth quarter was 
the catalyst in a 21-7 win over the 
Minnesota Vikings on Monday 
night that pushed Seattle to the 
brink of a playoff berth. 

Chris Carson followed the 
blocked kick with a 2-yard TD run 
with 2:53 left, and Justin Coleman 
capped off the Seahawks’ fourth 
straight victory with a 29-yard 
fumble return for a touchdown 18 
seconds later. 

What was an ugly and mostly 
forgettable first three quarters 
turned into a Seattle party in 
the fourth as the Seahawks (8-5) 
moved to the brink of wrapping 
up a wild-card spot in the NFC. 
One win in Seattle’s final three 
games—including matchups with 
lowly San Francisco and Arizona 
— should be enough to put the Se¬ 
ahawks into the postseason. 

“It’s really about the defense. 
I loved the way they played, they 
played so hard and so spirited,” 
Seattle coach Pete Carroll said. 
“It was almost poetic after last 
week’s game that Bobby would 
get to block the field goal and he 


pulled it off and did it. That was 
an incredible play.” 

Minnesota (6-6-1) twice had 
scoring chances in the fourth 
quarter when it was still a one- 
score game but was turned away 
each time. Minnesota’s chances 
of winning the NFC North took a 
major hit with its second straight 
loss, but the Vikings still hold the 
No. 6 spot in the NFC. 

“Part of it is being better on 
third downs. We haven’t really 
done a good job there. Part of it 
is being better in the red zone,” 
Vikings coach Mike Zimmer said. 
“We had the ball on the 2-yard 
line and didn’t score.” 

But much of the conversation 
centered on Wagner’s block of 
Bailey’s 47-yard attempt with 5:38 
left and whether it was entirely 
legal. Wagner’s jump through 
a gap in Minnesota’s offensive 
line was fine, but it appeared he 
used his teammates to gain lever¬ 
age, which allowed him to come 
through and block the kick. A 
flag was initially thrown but was 
picked up by the officials. 

Wagner said he attempted it 
four times in practice without 
a problem but acknowledged it 
could be tough to pull off the play 
during the fourth quarter of a 
tight game. 

“When I did it in practice I was 
pretty fresh,” Wagner said. 

Zimmer said he asked for an 
explanation of what happened but 
wasn’t given one. He was told he 
couldn’t challenge. 

“Quite honestly, I didn’t see 
what happened. I was told what 
happened,” Zimmer said. 

Seattle took possession and 
Russell Wilson immediately 
scrambled 40 yards deep into 
Minnesota territory. Five plays 
later, Carson scored and Seattle 
finally had a cushion. Two plays 


after that, Jacob Martin sacked 
Minnesota’s Kirk Cousins and 
the ball popped to Coleman, who 
weaved his way for the clinching 
touchdown. 

Cousins threw a 6-yard touch¬ 
down pass to Dalvin Cook with 
1:10 remaining, but Seattle recov¬ 
ered the onside kick. 

“I feel like all of our losses we, 
as an offense, we are so slow,” Vi¬ 
kings wide receiver Adam Thiel¬ 
en said. “Our defense is keeping 
us in games. And we’re not pull¬ 
ing our side of the bargain.” 

Wilson had one of the worst 
passing games of his career, 
completing 10 of 20 attempts for 
a career-low 72 yards and a baf¬ 
fling interception late in the first 
half, one of the many mistakes by 
Seattle that allowed Minnesota to 
hang around. But Seattle’s ground 
game was outstanding against 
one of the better run defenses in 


the NFL. The Seahawks finished 
with 214 yards rushing, led by 90 
yards from Carson. 

“If you run it 40-something 
times, you ought to win. That was 
pretty good,” Carroll said. 

Minnesota hung around despite 
failing to run a play in Seattle ter¬ 
ritory until there was 4:16 left in 
the third quarter. Cousins was 20- 
for-33 for 208 yards, most of that 
coming late. But he failed to get 
the Vikings into the end zone from 
inside the Seattle 5 while trailing 
6-0 early in the fourth quarter. 

The Vikings had first-and-goal 
at the Seattle 4 but turned the ball 
over on downs with 9:06 remain¬ 
ing. Two short runs and an incom¬ 
pletion brought up fourth-and-goal 
at the 1, and Cousins’ pass for 
Kyle Rudolph was knocked away 
by Bradley McDougald. Bailey’s 
field goal was blocked on Minne¬ 
sota’s next drive. 
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Yankees express interest 
in Machado » mlb, Page 29 



redit Jerr 

Trade for Cooper turned 
Cowboys’ season around 


By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press ™ 


ARLINGTON, Texas 

J erry Jones is getting praised for 
a football move. 

There might not be 
a better way to explain 
the impact of the oft-criticized 
owner and general manager’s 
bold trade for Dallas, sending 
a 2019 first-round pick to Oak¬ 
land for receiver Amari Coo¬ 
per with the Cowboys fading 
fast in the NFC East race. 

Cooper leads the NFL in 
yards receiving since joining 
the Cowboys, who have won 
five straight games to get to 
the brink of the division title 
and a home wild-card game. 

With Cooper, Dak Prescott 
looks more like the 2016 NFL 
Offensive Rookie of the Year 
rather than a struggling quar¬ 
terback. And Jones’ name 
is coming up in broadcast 
booths, and as an off-the-wall choice for 
performer of the week in the NFLjgM 


ter-century without a trip to the Super 
Bowl, or even an NFC championship 
game, is being viewed as someone who 
saved Dallas’ season. 

The Cowboys (8-5) can wrap up the 
NFC East with a win at India¬ 
napolis (7-6) on Sunday. 

“I think a big part of doing 
things with the desire to excel 
is to show them,” Jones said 
after Cooper scored three 
touchdowns, including 
winner in overtime of a 29-; 
victory against Philadelphia 
that gave the Cowboys a two- 
game division lead with three 
to go. Dallas has the tiebreak¬ 
er by virtue of a season sweep 
of the defending Super Bowl 
champs. 

“I think that’s a major moti¬ 
vation factor— to show them. I 
Dallas owner/GM, think the way sports and foot _ 

° n to so™ of the bal1 - it just gives you a chance 
trades he’s made when P e °P le sa y> 1 dont llke 
that move, that’s not smart.’ 
I like this stuff. As a matter of fact, I 
make my worst grades when I’m being 


I like this 
stuff. As 
a matter 
of fact, 

I make 
my worst 


when I’m 
being 
praised. * 

Jerry Jones 


In other words, the primary object of 
ire for fans fed up with nearly a quar- 


praised.” 

SEE CREDIT ON PAGE 30 


Dallas Cowboys wide 
receiver Amari Cooper 
celebrates after a 75-yard 
touchdown catch against the 
Philadelphia Eagles during 
the second half of Sunday’s 
game in Arlington, Texas. 


Dallas Cowboys owner/general manager Jerry Jones pulled the trigger on the 
trade for Amari Cooper, giving up a 2019 first-round draft pick to get him. Since 
joining the Cowboys, Cooper leads the NFL in yards receiving with 696. 


Stamkos nets hat trick, earns 700th point » NHL, Page 28 



















